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pftraii airchief, aides killed In crash 

TEHRAN (Agencies) — Iran's air force chief, his deputy 
and four other senior officers were among 12 people knfed 
when their plane crashed in central Iran, officials said 
Friday. General Mansour Sattari, his deputy Gen. Mostafa 
Ardestani, and four other officers, were killed along with six 
crewmen when their plane crashed late Thursday trying to 
return to Isfahan airport following “technical difficulties," 
they said. The plane had taken off for die capital Tehran, 
they added. Gen. Mansonr Sattari, who was 46 and had 
trained in both Iran and the United States, was considered 
the architect of the reconstruction and modernisation of the 
air force which was badly damaged in the 1980-1988 war 
with Iraq. 
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U.S. opposes French section in Iraq 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States on Friday sharply 
criticised France's decision to reestablish a diplomatic toehold in 
Baghdad by opening an interest section at the Romanian embassv 
there. "We do not believe that this is a timely action. We don't 
consider the particular decision to be helpful or constructive,'’ 
State Department spokeswoman Christine Shelly said. French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe announced the move after a meeting 
in Paris on Friday with Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
fsee page 12}. "We do not believe that now is the appropriate tim* 
to make gestures toward Iraq,” Ms. Shelly told a news briefing. 
“Iraq continues to defy the international community! and to 
violate many U.N. Security Council resolutions." Ms. Shelly said a 
ll.N. commission charged with dismantling Iraq's programmes for 
building weapons of mass destruction reported in December that 
Baghdad was failing to cooperate. “We believe that such be- 
haviour should not be rewarded. They (the French) did not 
specifically solicit our advice on this point, but that’s our reaction 
to it,” she said. 
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Sharif Zeid in consultations, 
expected to finalise cabinet soon 

Maj ali government remains as caretaker after resigning 

New cabinet expected to have wider parliamentary base* 
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Japan’s newest 

princess narrej 
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By Ghadeer Taber and 
Ayman A1 Safadi 

AMMAN — Prime Minister- 
designate Sharif Zrid Ben 
Shaker continued consulta- 
tions late Friday evening over 
the formation of his new gov- 
ernment which is expected to 
be announced either Satur- 
day or Sunday. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Maj ali 
formally submitted its res- 
ignation on Thursday to His 
Majesty King Hussein, who 
asked the cabinet to remain 
in office in a caretaker capac- 
ity until a new executive au- 
thority is formed. 

Although it was not offi- 
cially announced, the King 
also asked Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker to form the new gov- 
ernment, sources said. 

Sharif Zeid consulted over 
the past two days with par- 
liamentary blocs, technocrats, 
and independent politicians 
to form his cabinet which is 
expected to include 10-15 
‘lawmakers. 

Sources close to Sharif 
Zeid said he would consult 
with all the blocs in the Low- 
er House of Parliament be- 
fore he announces his gov- 
ernment. Many parifementa- 
rians-'agreed and said it was 
characteristic of Sharif Zeid’s 
politics to consult with the 
legislature and maintain a 
good working relationship 


with it. 

The 17-member Islamic 
Action Front (IAF), the most 
influential grouping in the 
80-seat bouse, is not expected 
to join the new gover nm ent 
as a bloc. IAF sources, 
however, expect Sharif Zrid 
to consult with the group 
over foe composition of the 
new cabinet and they expect 
the new prime minister to set 
up strong ties with all politic- 
al groups. 

But IAF spokesman Ham- 
zeh Mansour told the Jordan 
Times Friday afternoon that 
his bloc had not been 
approached by the prime 
minister-designate. President 
of the 18-member National 
Action Front Abdul Baqi 
Jammo said Sharif Zeid had 
contacted him and a meeting 
was expected to take place 
either late yesterday or to- 
day. 

Sheikh Jammo said his bloc 
would take a unified decision 
on whether to join die gov- 
ernment, saying it was w illin g 
to join the government pro- 
vided that its participation “is 
an active ana real one.” 

Complete snpport for 
Sharif Zeid came from the 
spokesman of the 10-member 
National Democratic Coali- 
tion, Hammad Abo Jamous, 
who said bis bloc was looking 
forward to establishing a 
“productive relationship” 
with the new government. 

Mr. Abu Jamous said the 



Abdul Salam Majali 

bloc was still awaiting con- 
sultations with the prime 
minister-designate. 

Although Sharif Zrid has 
not completed consultations 
with all parliamentary blocs, 
representatives of most of the 
blocs were confident that the 
new government would enjoy 
a strong parliamentary base 
when it seeks the House’s 
vote of confidence. 

“Sharif Zeid is a democra- 
tic man who respects the 
House and its institutions,” 
said indepe ndent deputy 
Awad Khleifat, wno could be 
among a 17-member group 
that some centrist deputies 
are trying to form. 

Sharif Zeid's approach, 


Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

said other lawmakers, would 
result in a smooth executive- 
legislative relationship. 

But some political obser- 
vers said that the Dew cabinet 
would not include as many 
new faces as earlier expected, 
giving rise to speculations 
that the new cabinet would 
not be able to bring about 
enough changes to meet the 
responsibilities of the peace 
era. 

Others, however, expect to 
see a new cabinet with a 
strong and a wider par- 
"liamentaiy base. 

“The new government will 
be more representative of 
political trends in the coun- 
try,” said a deputy who is 


expected to be on Sharif 
Zeid's team. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
has repeatedly said that the 
era of peace will require a 
new spirit to face challenges 
posed by signing of the 
Jordan-Israel peace deal. 

In addition to the 10-to-15 
deputies who are expected to 
be on Sbarif Zeid’s team, five 
to seven ministers from the 
outgoing government are ex- 
pected to join the new 
cabinet. 

The deputies expected to 
be in the government are: 
Abdul Had i Al Majali, 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, Ali 
Abul Ragheb, Saleh 
Irsheidat (minister of water 
and irrigation in the outgoing 
cabinet), Sameer Habash- 
neb, Awad Khleifat, Aref 
Bataineh (minister of 
health), Rateb Al Soud 
(minister of higher educa- 
tion), Sameer Kawar (minis- 
ter of transport), Muneer 
Souber, Abdul Karim Al 
Dn ghmi ., Jamal Saraireh and 
Tawfiq Kreishan (minister of 
rural and municipal affairs 
and the environment). 

Ministers in Dr. Majali’s 
government who are ex- 
pected to join the new 
cabinet in addition to the 
depeties-ministers mentioned, 
above are: Reema Khalaf, 
Adel Al Quda and Abdul 
Razzaq Ensour. 

(Continued on page 7) 


995: A year CrOWIl PlillCe begillS 

f homage to . • *. . tt rr 

v^de private visit to U . K. 

; Trip unrelated to cabinet change 


' - By jg n d fer Hatnvndi 

~ JordanTimes Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — His Royal High- 
ness Obwn Prince Hassan’s 
departure to London Thurs- 
day was neither a political 
*j move nor a personal message 
' related _ to the impending 
change in the government, a 
•* J source dose to the Crown 
' Prince said Friday. 

■ - ^ The source dismissed com- 

ments by some observers that 
► the Grown Prince’s decision 
~ to travel was a demonstration 
of las p r efere n ce not to pax- 
tidpate in die deliberations in 
selecting the next Cabinet. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali Wednesday 
r.~ offered hfe resignation to IBs 
Majesty King Hussein, and 
Royal Court Chief Sharif 
-* Zeid Ben Shaker has been 
; asked to form a new govem- 
r- : meat. 

Many observers believe 
that Prince Hassan was in- 
strumental in forming the last 
Council of Ministers, particn- 
'■ lariy in the addition of paziia- 
c :7 i mentarians, among them, 
Thouqan Hindawi, to the 
:> cabinet. Mr. Hindawi res- 
igned his cabinet seat on Dec. 


5, 1994 over differences in 
policies in the post-peace era, 
but other members of parlia- 
ment have continued to serve 
in the cabinet until this day. 

According to the source, 
the reshuffle of Dr. Majali’s 
cabinet last June was partici- 
pated in by the Crown Prince 
because, at the time, the 
situation was “unique.” The 
country was moving swiftly 
towards the signing of a 
peace treaty with Israel, and 
the Crown Prince had been 
actively involved in talks with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, and thus it was 
apt at the time that Prince 
Hassan contribute to the min- 
isterial selection process, said 
the source. 

In the current process, the 
sources added, “the situation 
is different.” 

According to the source, 
the Crown Prince and Her 
Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vatfa had planned their trip to 
London more than three 
months ago with the purpose 
of accompanying their son 
Prince Hashed back to the 
second school term at Har- 
row in England. 


House confident of role 
in making government 


By Ayman A] Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — The continua- 
tion of consultations with 
members of the Lower House 
of Parliament over the com- 
position of tiie new govern- 
ment has held up the forma- 
tion of the cabinet for the 
past two days as representa- 
tives of the five blocs and 
independent deputies in the 
House asserted that negotia- 
tions will end up in a satisfac- 
tory matter to both rides. 

Parliamentarians Friday 
appeared confident that the 
prime minister-designate, 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, who 
they said respects the House 
and its institutions, will not 
form his government before 
consulting with all the blocs 
that form the 80-member 
House. 

By doing this, observers 
say, Sharif Zeid will not only 
be pursuing a democratic way 
of forming a government but 
will also ensure the widest 
parliamentary base for his 
government which is ex- 
pected to win a stronger vote 
of confidence than that of Dr. 
Abdul Salam Majali’s 
cabinet. 


Though Sharif Zeid had 
not contacted all parliamen- 
tary groups by yesterday 
evening, parliamentarians 
were expecting this to happen 
before the new cabinet is 
announced Saturday or Sun- 
day. 

The largest and most cohe- 
rent bloc that Sharif Zeid will 
have to deal with is the 17- 
member Islamic Action Front 
(IAF), which has sent many 
signs that it is willing to reach 
a good working relationship 
with the prime minister. 

Though the Islamists were 
not expected to join the new 
government as a group, 
sources said the IAF will be 
consulted on its formation. 

In what was seen as a signal 
that the Islamists are willing 
to join the government in an 
effort to break away from 
their isolation in the House 
and the political arena in 
general, IAF sources said the 
absolute veto against joining 
the executive authority was 
no longer in effect and their 
participation will depend on 
the choice of the ministerial 
team and the programme of 
the new cabinet. 

The last time the Islamists 


joined the government was in 
1991 when then Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran agreed 
with them on a 14-point prog- 
ramme that sought to meet 
many of their demands. 

The Islamists have been 
out of the government since 
June 1991 and their relations 
with the executive authority 
reached its worst level after 
Dr. Majali formed his gov- 
ernment in May last year. 
However, the reduced weight 
of the Islamists in the House 
and probably on the street is 
sure to deny them the strong 
bargaining power they had in 
1989 when they had 23 par- 
liamentary seats and about 10 
supporters. 

In the current House, the 
IAF has only 17 seats and less 
than five supporters and their 
relations with other political 
groups and parliamentary 
blocs suffered a blow when 
some Islamists boycotted the 
speech from the Throne with 
which IBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein opened the 12th Parlia- 
ment in October. 

But signs that the Islamists 

(Continued on page 7) 
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By Su’d SSswi 

Special to Ihe Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The outgoing 
government of Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Satan Al Majali 
has left be hi nd a legacy of 
S54S2 mfflba in foed^ debt, 
down .from the Body $7 
biBioa it inherited. The new 
gOTerajnear of K emiep deng- 
nate Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
will have to work hard to 
ensure foe watcfredWing or 
writing off of a great part of 
Jordan's foreign debt. 

General indicators say that 
„ Jo strongest caatfidase to fin 
r foe finance portfolio rn Sharif 
ZehTs cabinet is Basel Jar- 
®Meb, * veteran finance 
fflfoister who haa played a 
“jot role in resc&ednfing 
Jordan’s debts to foe London 


and Paris dubs before out- 
going Finance Minister Sami 
Oaznmoh took over 18 
months ago. Mr. Qammoh 
says it is not important who 
occupies the finance portfolio 
since, Jordan is a st at e of 
institutions with clear-cut 
economic policies. 

In a statement to Al Rai 
and the Jordan Times Mr. 
Qammoh said: “We are all in 
one trench. It is the trench of • 
the homeland.” 

“The policy followed is 
continuous and based on 
handing responsibility from 
one generation to die other 
to en s ur e Jordan’s march and 
achieve its ambitions and 
aspirations,” he said. 

The Majali government 
achieved the most significant 


political achievement in more 
than 20 years by conducting 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty, he said. 

The Majali government, 
helped by political and other 
circumstances, was also able 
to ensure the write-off of 
$831 million of Jordan's fore- 
ign debts S702 million 
owed to die United States, 
S74 million to Britain and the 
remaining amount to France 
and Germany. 

Dr. Maj aU’s government 
has also rescheduled S2.2 bil- 
lion of foreign debts whose 
maturity dates foS in 1995, 
1996 and mid-97, according 
to Mr. Qammoh. 

This, be said, pushes the 
Jordanian economy forward, 
saves resources for local in- 
vestments and enhances Jor- 



Sami Gammoh 


currency re- 


dan’s foreign 
serves. 

Answering a question on 
the volume of loans bor- 
rowed by Dr. Majali’s gov- 
ernment and the volume of 
repayments, Mr. Qammoh 
said the government had bor- 
rowed S470 million to sup- 


Basel Jardaneh 


port the balance of payments 
and the Kingdom’s foreign 
currency reserve, while it re- 
paid $570 million. 

Mr. Qammoh called for an 
intensification of efforts of 
the private and public sectors 
and further liberalisation of 
the national economy. 



Greek Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou, 
accompanied by Prime Minister Abdul S alam 
Majali, inspects a guard of honour at Amman 


airport upon his arrival Friday on a several- 
day visit to Jordan (photo by Yousef Allan) 


Majali pays tribute to Greek, 
EU support for peace treaty 

Papandreou begins visit praising 
Jordanian leadership and policy 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
said Friday that the historic 
friendship between Jordan 
and Greece, deepened and 
strengthened by His Majesty 
King Hussein and the presi- 
dent of Greece, had enriched 
relations and bolstered the 
understanding between the 
people of the rwo countries. 

Speaking at a dinner he 
hosted in honour of visiting 
-Greek - Premier Andreas 
Papandreou, Dr. Majali 
highlighted the Greek and 
European stand towards the 
peace treaty signed between 
Jordan and Israel and said 
that Jordan had made big 
sacrifices and endured heavy- 
burdens but successfully 
managed to confront all the 
challenges facing the region. 

Dr. Majali, welcoming Mr. 
Papandreou. said Jordan al- 
ways looks to the -support of 
our friends in Greece and in 
the European Union and 
seeks joint endeavours to 
boost our mutual relations.” 

Mr. Papandreou expressed 
his happiness for being in 
Jordan and congratulated Dr. 
Majali for the signing of the 


peace treaty with Israel. 

He said Athens was keen 
to participate in solving two 
basic problems: to ensure 
security for all the parties in 
the Middle East and to 
guarantee economic develop- 
ment to achieve tangible re- 
sults for the people of the 
region. 

The Greek premier said 
Athens would continue to ex- 
ert efforts to have all parties 
respect all the articles agreed 
upon in then peace agree- 
ment. 

The dinner was attended 
by Premier-designate Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and speak- 
ers of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament and 
other senior officials. 

Mr. Papandreou arrived 
here from Syria after a three- 
day visit. 

Mr. Papandreou was re- 
ceived upon arrival here by 
Dr. Majali and senior offi- 
cials. 

In an arrival statement, 
Mr. Papandreou said: “the 
main purpose of his visit was 
to further the relationship be- 
tween Jordan and Greece. 

“Always we have been 
friends in history, but we 


have not been active enough 
in the last four years especial- 
ly in developing this rela- 
tionship,” he said. 

Mr. Papandreou expressed 
admiration of His Majesty 
King Hussein's leadership 
and described him as a man 
who writes history. 

“We have admiration for 
your country and its very sage 
leadership. His Majesty, who 
in difficult times had made 
difficult choices and turned 
out to correct. He is a man 
who writes history,” he said. 

The topics of discussion 
during his visit, Mr. Papan- 
dreou said, will include eco- 
nomic issues in addition to 
cultural exchanges. 

Mr. Papandreou will meet 
with King Hussein to discuss 
bilateral relations and issues 
of common concern. He will 
also hold talks with Dr. Ma- 
jali and senior Jordanian offi- 
cials. 

Mr. Papandreou is accom- 
panied by his wife Dimitra' 
Liam-Papandreou and a gov- 
ernment delegation including 
Foreign Minister Carolos 
Papoulias and Merchant 
Marine Minister George Kat- 
sifaras. 


Eyes focused on foreign 
portfolio , economy team 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — All bets re- 
mained off Friday as to w-ho 
would assume the key port- 
folios of foreign affairs and 
the economic team as Prime 
Minister-designate Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker continued 
consultations on the make-up 
of his cabinet. 

Observers said there were 
several “cross-wirings” that 
appeared to preempt the 
appointments of some key 
figures to the exclusion of 
others and a lot depended on 
the decision of His Majesty- 
King Hussein on who will be 
the next Royal Court chief to 
fill the post vacated by Sharif 
Zeid as be moves to the 
Prime Ministry. 

One of the" main factors 
that could determine the 
appointments is personality 
dashes among some of the 
possible nominees who have 
worked together in the past 
in various capacities but 
found their “chemistries” did 
not mix. according to the 
observers. 

Observers were looking for 
signs whether Sharif Zeid 
would bring back most of his 
colleagues in his former 
cabinets and if so how many. 

“Some of the cabinet mem- 
bers used to work closely 
together and interacted weU 
as a team, particularly in the 
key portfolios,” said an 
observer. “It would be in- 
teresting to see whether Shar- 
if Zeid would opt for some 
members of the teams or the 
teams in their entirety." 

The portfolios of foreign 




Marwan Al Qassem 

affairs and the economic 
team — the ministries of 
planning, industry and trade 
and finance — are seen as the 
most important in the gov- 
ernment. As such, eyes were 
focused on possible nominees 
to i'.il these posts. 

Three names were heard 
Friday as possible contenders 
to assuming the foreign 
affairs portfolio. They were 
of Marwan Al Qassem, who 
now serves as King Hussein’s 
political advisor. Deputy 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, head 
of the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Lower House of 
Parliament, and Fayez 
Tarawneh, Jordan’s ambassa- 
dor to Washington. The 
names of Dr. Kamal Shaer 
and Dr. Kamel Abu Jabcr. 
both serving members of the 
Upper House of Parliament, 
were also mentioned as possi- 
ble candidates for the job. 

As far as the foreign affairs 
portfolio was concerned, spe- 
culation was that if the King 


Abdul Karim Kabariti 

derides to retain Mr. Qas- 
sem, who served as foreign 
minister in several cabinets, 
as chief of Royal Court, a 
post Mr. Qassem filled in the 
late 1980s, then Mr. Kabariti 
would have the job of foreign 
minister. 

Mr. Kabariti, who is a two- 
term member of Parliament 
from Aqaba and a three-time 
minister in different cabinets, 
was asked to become foreign 
minister in the government of 
Abdul Salam Majali in the 
third reshuffle Dr. Majali 
carried out in June 1994 (the 
first reshuffle was in 1993 
when Mohammad Adwan 
was appointed tourism minis- 
ter to replace Yanal HI k mat 
who was moved to the Royal 
Court, and the second in 
January 1994). But Mr. 
Kabariti declined the offer. 

But he has since assumed 
the chairmanship of the Fore- 
ign Affairs Committee of the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Washington meeting 


to discuss Mideast hank 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Experts from 37 countries 
&nd international organisati- 
sons will meet in Washington 
on Jan. 10*-11 to discus set- 
ting up a Middle East de- 
velopment bank, the State 
Department announced on 
Thursday. 

The meeting follows the 
Casablanca Middle East/ 
North Africa economic sum- 
mit two months ago which 
called for a study of funding 
mechanisms including a re- 
gional development bank to 
back up the Middle East 
peace process. ' 

Israel, the Palestinians and 
a number of Arab states are 
taking part in the talks. But 
Syria and Lebanon, which 
have yet to reach a peace 
agreements with the Jewish 
state, have stayed away. The 
United States, rhe European 
Union and Japan are also 
involved. 

U.S. officials say the prop- 
osed bank could be modelled 
on the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment, set up to aid post- 
communist Eastern Europe, 
but they hope it could be set 
up more rapidly. 

Next week's meeting will 
be the first in a series leading 
up to a second econcomic 
summit In Amman later this 
where conclusions will 
announced. 

The State Department said 
the aim is to finance regional 
infrastructure projects, 
promote the private sector 


year, 
be ai 


and regional economic policy 
reform and dialogue. 

State Department acting 
spokesperson Christine Shel- 
ly said; “This meeting consti- 
tutes a key element of the 
follow-up to the Middle East/ 
North Africa Economic Sum- 
mit held in Casablanca. 
Morocco, in October 1994, 
which called for a group of 
experts to examine different 
fending mechanisms to sup- 
port the peace process, in- 
cluding the creation of a Mid- 
dle East Bank for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop- 
ment. Attending the meeting 
will be 37 regional and extra- 
regional parties participating 
in and supporting the Middle 
East peats process." 

The Casablanca dedarati- 
son called for a group of 
experts to examine different 
funding mechanisms to sup- 
port the peace process, in- 
cluding the creation of a Mid- 
dle East Development Bank. 
The Jan. 10-11 meeting is the 
first gathering of this group of 
experts. 

Proposals for the creation 
of a Middle East develop- 
ment bank originate with the 
core regional participants in 
the peace process. The 
Israeli-Palestinian declara- 
tion of principles signed in 
September 1993 called for the 
creation of such a bank. Jor- 
dan and Egypt joined this call 
in meetings of the four par- 
ties in Cairo in late 1994. In 
October, President BUI Clin- 
ton told the Jordanian Parlia- 


ment that the U.S. would 
take the lead in organising 
interested countries to con- 
sider creation of a properly 
structured regional develop- 
ment bank. 

The meeting will consider 
financing mechanisms for 
economic development and 
the creation of new institu- 
tions to address key regional 
needs which are not ade- 
quately addressed through 
existing efforts. These in- 
clude: the development of 
regional infrastructure, 
promotion of the private sec- 
tor, and enhanced regional 
economic policy reform and 
dialogue. Regional develop- 
ment banks exist in other 
areas and have proved to be 
effective channels to leverage 
significant assistance from 
private aend public sources. 

Any new institutions would 
be designed to meet the re- 
gion’s unique economic and 
political needs and would 
complement, not duplicate, 
the work of existing institu- 
tions. The basic objective 
would be to add an effective 
economic pillar of support for 
the historic achievements in 
the peace process since Mad- 
rid. 

The meeting will be the 
first in a series of meetings to 
examine these issues in de- 
tail, leading to the second 
Middle East/North Africa 
Economic Summit in Am- 
man, later this year, where 
key conclusions would be 
announced. 


Middle East parties remain 


committed to peace — U.S. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Acting State Department 
spokesperson Christine Shel- 
ly said Thursday tirat despite 
recent outbreaks of violence 
in the West Bank and Gaza, 
the United States believes 
that Israel and the Palesti- 
nians remain strongly com- 
mitted to the success of the 
peace process. 

Askei about a recent 
series of shoot-outs between 
Israeli and Palestinian secur- 
ity forces, Ms. _ Shelly noted 
that fee U.S. condemns all 
violence in the' "region but 
does not comment about spe- 
cific incidents. 

“We certainly are aware of 
fee feet that it represents 
some frustrations on the 
ground,” Ms. Shelly said. 
“But we feel that there's a 
very strong commitment to 
the success of the peace pro- 
cess. We continue to have 
contract with the parties in 
this regared. 

“We recognise, and cer- 
tainly the parties (do), that 
this process was never going 
to be an easy one, but even in 
the face of the incidents 
which do continue and 
obviously can have an 
adverse effect on the environ- 
ment, we still feel that the 
parties involved are commit- 
ted to implementing the 
agreements that they have 
reached and that’s what the 
process is about.” 

Against the backdrop of 
incidents like these, it is very 
important to do whatever can 
be done to improve the 
atmosphere and show the 
positive benefits associated 
with the changing situation, 
she said, “but we know it's 
going to be a long process, a 
difficult process.” 

Perry trip 


avoid die issue, a senior de- 
fence official has said. 

Mr. Perry arrives in Cairo 
on Saturday for two days of 
talks before continuing on 
Sunday to Israel, where the 
peace process has been mar- 
red by turmoil in the West 
Bank and rising tensions be- 
tween Israelis and Palesti- 
nians in d an i- 

“We do not intend to get 
involved in the peace pro- 
cess,” said the defence offi- 
cial who spoke privately; 

But Mr. Perry’s itinerary., 
includes a visit to the Golan 
Heights, the main sticking 
point in peace talks between 
Syria and Israel. 

President Bill Clinton has 
said he would consider de- 
ploying U.S. troops in the 
Golan as part of a multina- 
tional peacekeeping force 
once a peace agreement is 
reached. 

The defence official said 
Mr. Perrey's discussions with 
the Israelis on the Golan 
Heights and the possible de- 
ployment of U.S. troops 
would be “in general terms, 
but there will not be particu- 
lar discussions.’' 

“The peace process has not 
reached the stage where 
there has been a specific re- 
quest or indeed where Syria 
and Israel has agreed on this. 
It would be premature to get 
into any detail,” the official 
said. 

“Will we discuss in princi- 
ple what some of the prossibi- 
lities are? Yes,” said the de- 
fence official. 

Syria is demanding a total 
Israeli withdrawal com the 
Golan while Israel has 


offered a phased, partial 
of final 


Defence Secretary Wiliam 
Perry will discuss the Golan 
Heights in general terms 
when he visits the Middle 
East but otherwise intends to 


withdrawal ahead 
negotiations on a peace with 
open borders and full di- 
plomatic recognition. 

Further clouding the issue 
of U.S. troops in the Golan is 
whether the Republican- 
controlled Congress will 
move — as Republican lead- 


ers have threatened — to 
bloc U.S. participation in fu- 
ture peacekeeping missions. 

The Perry trip comes amid 
published reports that Israel 
and China collaborated on 
developing and producing a 
new Chinese fighter, the F10, 
that was based on the Lavi, a 
joint Israeli-U.S. fighter jet 
project that was abandoned 
in 1987. 

S taste Department spokes- 
man Michael McCarty con- 
firmed that theTJnited State*- 
was. investigating possible 
technology-transfers to China 
by Israel 

“Those types of reports 
concern us very deeply," he 
said, adding that Lynn Davis, 
undersecretary of state for 
international security affaris, 
had held “substantive discus- 
sions with the government of 
Israel on a range of these 
types of issues.” 

The suspected technology 
transfers could be raised in 
talks with the Israelis but 
would not be a priority, Mr. 
McCurry said. 

Mr. Perry will be the first 
U.S. defence secretary to 
visit the Middle East since 
1991. He is expected to travel 
to Pakistan and India after 
leaving Israel. 

‘’There are no crises in the 
relationship, no gaping 
wound that has to be ban- 
daged,” said the defence offi- 
cial. “We are essentially in- 
terested in reaffirming that 
both these countries are in- 
tegral to our strategy in the 
region.” 

Mr. Perry said following a 
speech at the National Press 
Club on Thursday that be 
looked forward to visiting 
Pakistan and India and bold- 
ing talks to improve bilateral 
militaty ties with those two 
potential midear antagonists. 

He will be the first U.S. 
defence secretary to visit 
South Asia since former 
Secretary Frank Cariucd in 
1987. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


90 non-Palestinian Arabs in Israeli jails 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Israel is holding a total of 90 
non-Palestinian Arabs including 42 Lebanese, 22 Syrians 
and 19 Jordanians in Its jails, according to a list published 
here Friday. It has also detained two Egyptians, two 
Algerians, one Iraqi, a Sudanese and a Kuwaiti arrested 
since 1985, according to the list drawn up from d iff er e nt 
sources in five Israeli jails. Four other Syrians and one 
Algerian are being held in Kinam prison in Israel’s 
self-declared “security zone” in southern Lebanon, accord- 
ing to a committee monitoring Lebanese prisoners in 
Israel. The committee, set up after the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon in 1982, called in its statement for an Arab 
committee to be established “to defend all Arab prisoners 
in Israeli jails.” The list winch named each of those being 
held, was drawn up using information from various sources 
including prisoners recently released and messages from 
inride sent via visits from the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC). Some 350 Lebanese and Palesti- 


nians are held in Khiam jafl opened by Israel in 1983 and 

r h umanitari i 


dosed to the ICRC and other humanitarian organisations. 


Hamas official to head new Islamic court 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Pales tinian leader 
Yasser Arafat has set up a new Islamic court and named a 
leading member of the Hamas movement as its head, 
Palestinian officials said Friday. Sheikh Hamed Suleiman 
Bitawi from the Islamic Resistance Movement, Hamas, is 
to head the new appeal court which is supposed to be based 
in East Jerusalem. But for the time being it will sit in 
Nablus on the occupied West Bank as Israel has banned 
PLO activists in East Jerusalem. “The fact that I don't 
share the political opinions of the Palestinian Authority 
does not pose an obstade to my appointment at the head of 
this court as we are all Muslims,” Sheikh Hamed told AFP. 
Islamic courts are charged with handling dvOian matters 
such as marriages, divorces and anything related to Islamic 
law. . 

Egyptian journalist’s detention decried 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian opposition journalists said on 
Friday the continued detention of prominent Islamist 
journalist and politician Add Hussein was politically 
motivated to intimidate and silence anti-government cri- 
tics. “It is a political move feat proves the challenging 
nature of the regime and its determination to suppress the 
opposition. It is a plot to silence any free opinion, mainly 
toe Islamists,” Magdi Hussein, editor-in-chief of toe 
Islamist Al Shaab newspaper, in which Mb'. Hussein is a 
regular columnist, told Reuters. Mr. Hussein, also nephew 
of toe detained journalist, said the prosecution decision 
had no legal grounds. Prosecutors on Thursday renewed 
for 15 more days toe detention of Mr. Hussein, also 
secretary-general of the Labour Party, which is allied to the 
outlawed Muslim Brotherhood and calls for the imple- 
mentation of Islamic Sharia law. 


American 

Zionists 

split 

over call 
to aid PLO 


The Jerus al em Post 


A CALL by toe president of 
toe American Zionist Move- 
ment for American Jewish 
groups to contribute aid to 
toe PLO has split toe Amer- 
ican Jewish community.' 

Tsomet/USA has broken 
ranks with the AZM, saying 
that Seymour Reich over- 
stepped his role. 

At issue is an opinion 
piece, written from American 
Jewish newspapers, in which 
Reich said that American 
Jews should push for U.S. 
funding for the PLO. 

Under tire headline, “Yes, 
the PLO should receive U.S. 
aid,” Reich wrote: “Whether 
we should help toe PLO with 
American aid is not the real 
question. Whether we should 
help Israel by encouraging 
assistance to the fledgling 
Palestinian Authority is the 
fundamental issue for the 
American Jewish community, 
and toe . American people,.” - 

' The efeqrt *toT deny, aid to 
toe Palestinian A^rtoority,-.be 


Iraq says sanctions 
causing massive deaths 


By fen Alalia 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Pointing to re- 
cent estimates that half a 
mjflfan Iraqi children have 
died since the United Nations 
imposed severe economic 
sanctions on Baghdad in 
1990, an Iraqi government* 
spokesman has said that the 
deaths were toe planned re- 
sult “of a systematic effort by 
foreign forces to annihilate 
the younger segment of our 


estimated deaths have 
shown the embargo to be “a 
weapon no less extreme than 
any previously known 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion,” said Sultan AI Sbawi, a 
member of the Iraqi National 
Assembly (parliament), dur- 
ing a public lecture be gave at 
the Abdul Hamid Shoman 
Foundation. Mr. Sbawi said 
one miDkm Iraqis died as. a 
result of the sanctions. 

- Mr. Shawi's statements 
come two weeks after a Un- 
ited Nations Children’s Fund 


(UNICEF) official in Bagh- 
dad gave mi 


gave matching death esti- 
mates, and warned that 
another L5 million youngs- 
ter wereindanger of dying if 
the sanctions continued much 


longer. 

Due 


wrote, “plays right info the 
or Islamic e xt remists 


hands 

and other enemies of Israel,” 
Following Reich’s op-ed 
piece, Howard Weber, a 
member of the Tsomet/USA 
board, said his group, the 
American affiliate of the par- 
ty led by Rafael Ertan, was 
^^ending its membership i 


to lack of medicines 
and hospital equipment, 
deaths from diseases among 
children under five had 
soared from 7,110 in 1989, 
before Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait and the subsequent 

U.^ Security . Council to 
49,762 in 1993. An additional 
38,844 deaths woe caused in 
toe same category between 
January and September of 
1994, said Mr. Shawi. 

He said severe malnutri- 
tion, once extremely uncom- 
mon in Iraq was now abun- 
dant among young children in 

the same age category; and 
16,006 toddlers had been re- 
pented as being in eortieuie 
states of emaciation due to 
lack of food for 1994 whereas 
only 433 such cases hads been 
registered in 1990. Kwashior- 
kor, a second sy m ptom of 


severe malnutrition in which 
the child’s belly becomes 
markedly bloated and dis- 
. tended and commonly seen in 
many femme-stricken Afri- 
can countries, had _ beeri 
“cornpfetely unknown in Iraq 
for many years ‘before the 
war ” w. Shawi said. But 
now, be said, an average of 
1,744 new cases of kwashior- 
kor are being recorded every 
month. • 

“All of this is happening 
after toe U.N.’s 1990 Charter 
on the Rights of Children 
stated that every child has the 
unconditional right to Hfeand 
health,'' whether in times of 
peace or of wa r, Mr . Shaw i 
said, and alter “strong prom- 
ises by all signatories to tire 
covenant to take special steps 
to safeguard the nutritional 
req uire ments of children and 
pregnant women, and to 
work to lower death rates 
among musing children.” 

A U.S. State Department 
report released on March 31, 
1993, claimed toe Security 
Council had made good-faith 
efforts to provide aid prog- 
rammes for Iraq’s civilian 
population, in order to safe- 
guard basic health and nutri- 
tion standards Jn. the country 
under the sanctions. Howev- 
er, said toe report, the Iraqi 
government had. consistently 
blocked all such efforts in any 
way possible, including 
harassment of relief workers 
sent to the country by both 
toe U.N. and other interna- 
tional relief or g anisati ons. 

The report farther noted 
that Iraq had categorically 
rejected a Security Council 
provision for funds from li- 


mited sales of Iraqi oil to be 
channelled into a $933 mil- 
lion ayear fund for the huma- 
nitarian needs of the Iraqi 


Iraqi government has 
rejected the provisions as a 
violation of toe country’s in- 
ternal sovereignty — an 
assertion which Mr. Shawi 
repealed when questioned on 
the matter by an audience 
member at - the -Shoman 
Foundation Tuesday night. 


Israel seeks interim 


period in Golan pullout 


Hess Jerusalem .Post-' 


m 


Sudan, Libya and Chad mull merger 


TUNIS (R) — Sudan, Libya and Chad are discussing a 
merger of their three countries after Chad’s elections 
scheduled for April, Sudan's interior minister said on 
Friday. Lea d ers of toe three countries (Omar Hassan AI 
Bashir of Sudan, Muammar Qadbafi of Libya and Chad’s 
Idriss Deby) “discussed toe issue of unity last September 
during the celebrations of toe Libyan revolution 
anniversary,” General Taieb Kheir told Renters. “As far as 
I know, the point of view of our brothers in Chad is that 
they are preparing for elections and that they must seek the 
opinion of their people, and after that it will be possible for 
them to take big steps needing cohesion between the 
government and toe people,” he added. General elections 
m Chad are due on April 9. 


Murderer hanged in Saudi Arabia 


RIYADH (AFP) — A convicted murderer was hanged on 
Friday, in the first execution this year in Saudi Arabia, the 
Interior Ministry said. The ministry, quoted by state-run 
television, said Nasser Al Arnzi was executed m Al Hail, 
north of the capital , for having shot dead another man over 
a “personal dispute.” In 1994, 58 people were beheaded in 
the Saudi Kingdom, according to a toll compiled from 
official statements. 


‘"The AZM, as an umbrella 
organisation covering 21 
Zionist groups with diverse 
political philosophies, should 
not be taking political posi- 
tions,” said Weber, who also 
resigned from the post he 
held on the AZM cabinet 

Weber contended that 
Reich’s op-ed piece disre- 
garded the views of some 
constituent groups and that 
the organisation has taken a 
stand for which it has no 
mandate. “How can an 
umbrella organisation whose 
membership in dudes both 
Labour Zionists of America 
and Likud USA ever feel 
justified in taking a political 
stance?” 

Reich, past president of 
the Conference of Presidents 
of Major American Jewish 
Organisations, noted that toe 
“movement" previously has - 
taken political positions, in- 
cluding its support for 
clemency for Jo nathan Pol- 


lard, who is serving a fife 
sentence in the U.S. bn 


charges of spying for I&raeL 


ISRAEL is demanding a 
four-year interim period be- 
tween implementation of the 
first and second phases of a 
withdrawal from Golaii 
Heights territory, Foreij 
Minister Shimon Peres tr 
toe Knesset Wednesday. 

A senior government offi- 
cial latex confirmed that this 
was the government's “open- 
ing position” in peace talks 
with Syria. 

“As fare as the timetable is 
concerned, we keep drawing 
Syrian attention to the timet- 
able with the Egyptians, in 
winch at least four years went 
by between the first and 
second stages, while rotations 
were normalised after the 
first stage,” said Peres. 

The foreign minister was 
replying to six motions to the 
agenda on last week's Alex- 
andria summit meeting 
attended ly the leaders of 
Egypt, Syria and Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Peres said he was “not 
enthusiastic” about the sum- 
mit, and that be -found the 
resolutions regarding Israeli- 
Syrian negotiations unaocept- 
J able^ Dunng a -visit to -Cairo -- 
on Tuesday to discuss the 
peace process with Palesti- 
nian leaders, Peres also met 
with President Hosm Mubar- 
ak and Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa to discuss toe s ummit . 


“I told my Egyptian col- 
leagues: It's okay if you want 
to fulfill a mediating role 
between us and the Syrians’;” 
said Peres, “but if that’s the 
case, give your support to 
peace, not to one of the sides 
involved In toe talks.’ I told 
them that their support for 
the Syrian position, even if it 
is only verbal, causes the 
Syrians to hardem their posi- 
tion.” 

Feres said he also discussed 
reported Arab fears that 
Israel wanted to dominate 
the. Middle East economical- 
ly. “I told them that we are 
not giving up control of Arab 
territory m order to win con- 
trol of toe Arab economy... 
"AH the world fa ' ranging after 
us. If you don’t want our 
help, that’s foie. We are not 
pressing yon and we are hot 
asking anything of you. Just 
say so and we wQ] leave. Yon 
don't want to benefit from 
Israeli contacts, Israel skill, 
that’s fine with ns. We are 
not putting pressure on you 
and we are not asking any- 


thing of you.* The answer we 
received (from 


toe Egyp-. 
dans) on the spot was 
‘heaven forbid’.” 

... Peres. said that. Mubarak-, 
had promised in the talks that 
he ‘Vooki support Israel’s in- 
clusion in a Mediterranean 
forum organised by Egypt 
and France, to which Israel 
had not been invited. 
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Jordan first to sign 
II.N. rapid deployment 
agreement 


NEW YORK (Petra) — Jor- 


tive to the United -Nations 
Adrian Abu Odeh and Un- 
ited Nations Under Secretary 
General for Peacekeeping 
Forces Affairs Kofi Anas 
Thursday signed a memoran- 
dum of understanding on Jor- 
dan’s participation in die 
U.N. Rapid Deployment 
Force (RDF). 

Under die memorandum, 
Jordan agrees to provide die 
U.N. within 10 days with its 
requirements of resources, 
inducting human resources to 
be used for the U.N.'s 
peacekeeping operations 
worldwide. 

Jordan is the first country 
to sign such a memorandum 
with the U.N. 

Te n di ng the Kingdom’s in- 
itiative, U.N. Secretary 
> General Boutros GhaH, said 
Jordan is the only member 
state who has signed a 
memor andum of understand- 
ing with the U.N. to partici- 
pate in the RDF. 

The idea of establishing a 
U.N. RDF has been con- 
tained in the agenda for 
peace proposed in 1992 by 
Dr. Ghali. To translate this 
idea into action, the U.N. 

- General Secretariat called in 


April 1993 for a meeting of 
the member states concerned 
to exchange views on the 
subject. 

In September 1993 a U.N. 
delegation met in Amman 
with various Jordanian offi- 
cials' from the ministries of 
Foreign Affairs, Interior, 
Transportation, Health, 
Communications, Finance, as 
well as with the Armed 
' Forces and the Public Secur- 
ity Department. 

Later in September, a 
Royal Decree was issued en- 
dorsing Jordan’s participa- 
tion in the U.N. Rapid De- 
ployment Forces,, and the 
Kmgdom and the U.N. work- 
ed out details of Jordan’s 
participation. 

The memorandum can be 
amended any time provided 
that both parties agree to 
such amendment. 

It can also be cancelled 
provided that a three-month 
notice to this effect is given 
by any of the signatory par- 
ties. 

The Jordanian Armed 
Forces headquarters will 
serve as the focal point re- 
sponsible for moofiisation, 
coordination and preparation 
of the force, according to the 
memorandum’s provisions. 


Experts seek new habitat 
for Arabian oryxherd 


By Rana Hnsseinl 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — With the rein- 
trodnetion of the Arabian 
oryx in Jordan, and the suc- 
cess of breeding, foreign and 
Arab experts are now faced 
with finding additional habi-. 
tats for the large straight- 
homed antelope. 

Following a workshop on 
protecting the Arabian oryx, 
which concluded on Thurs- 
day, Chris Johnson, director 
of conservation at foe Royal 
* Society for the Conservation 
of Nature (RSCN), said, 
“finding a place for foe oryx 
. to live is foe greatest problem 
because it requ i re s a very 
specialised hantat^nd largp^ 
open spaces!” 

Mr. Johnson explained 
that foe Kingdom's “Shomari 
Wildlife Reserve started with 
(foe remtrodnetion of) eight 
oryx; now the number has 
jumped to 150 beads and 
we've got all the oryx in one 
{dace. It is possible that a 
disease could spread and kill 
them all,” 

Another problem, accord- 
ing to Mr. Johnson, is that 
tins oiyx population was bred 
from a small number. ‘There 
could be a probl e m with in- 
breeding, aixl fois means you 
tend to get weaker animals in 
foe herd,” Mr. Johnson ex- 
plained. 

Specialists to the workshop 
also discussed ways to stop 
foe oiyx from being kifled or 
captured by hunters, and bow 
to keep them healthy. 

The woriksbip ended with 
suggestions for study and im- 
plementation by foe RSCN. 

The four international and 
five local experts who 
at t ended foe workshop first 
suggested locating a new 
habitat for the oryx. “We are 
going to invite specialists in 
specks survival to assess 
which site would be best for 
v foe Oiyx,” Mr. Johnson said. 

Secondly, his important to 
, negotiate with the local resi- 
dents of whatever area is 
■ decided upon and encourage 
_ them to become involved m 

- the entire process of rcintro- 
. duction so that they become 

the guardians of foe new 
herd, foe workshop partka- 

- pants agreed. 

They also decided that the 


herd must be split. “We need 
to create anotner small herd 
and put it in another place.” 
The herd’s movement and 
health must be monitored to 
ensure they are not hooted 
and that they are breeding 
successfully. 

Issa Shahin of the RSCN 
said that the society will study 
foe suggestions and recom- 
mendations and wifi ask foe 
government to help by offer- 
ing it a new location for the 
oryx herd. 

The oryx had been extinct 
in Jordan for 60 years before 
its reintrodoction to the 
. Kingdom in 1978. 

After the conclusion of the 
three-day workshop, foe par- 
5 /dopants ' held a small “bora 
-* Tree” ceremony^by releasing; 
a two-year old saker falcon 
which was confiscated from a 
trader who was trying to sell 
foe bird illegally. 

“We released this bird to 
the wild so that it can live and 
breed and beta increase its 
population,” Mr. Shahin told 
foe Jordan Times. 

“The saker falcon is target- 
ted by many hunters who 
want to sell this animal or 
train it for hunting pur- 
poses,” Mr. Shahin ex- 
plained. 

, The bird does not breed in 
foe Middle East, but migrates 
here in foe autumn and 
spring and spends its winters 
in North America, Mr. Sha- 
hin said. 

“Hunting or trading this 
bird is illegal because it is au 
endangered species,” Mr. 
Sham said, adding that in 
Europe foe saker falcon 
population has decreased by 
80 per cent because of des- 
truction to its habitat 

The RSCN was established 
in 1966 with the aim of pre- 
serving all the elements of 
nature including wild life. 
Seven reserves have been 
established, and five more 
will be completed by the end 
of the century. 

One of the main objects of 
foe society is to create public 
awareness of the importance 
of preserving nature and its 
resources specifically 
amongst students. 

The seven existing wild re- 
serves are Shomari, Azraq, 
Zoubia, Wadi Mujdb, Wadi 
Rum, Dana and foe Aqaba 
marin e reserve. 



Farid Aii Saad 

Farid Saad 
laid to rest 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Farid 
Alt A1 Saad. a former 
minister and prominent 
businessman who passed 
away Thursday at foe age 
of 87, was laid to rest at 
Um AJ Hiran Cemetery 
near Amman Friday. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein delegated Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Ra’d Ben 
Zeid to attend the funeral 
of Mr. Saad and offer con- 
dolences to his family. 

Bora in the Palestinian 
town of Um A1 Fahm, Mr. 
Saad studied at AJ Najah 
School in Nablus before 
obtaining his bachelors de- 
gree in science from the 
American University of 
Beirut (AUB). 

He worked until 1935 as 
a science teacher and 
school principal. 

In 1935, he became a 
district officer in foe Pales- 
tine government till 1943 
when be became manager 
of foe Arab Bank in Haifa. 

A strong advocate of the 
Palestinian cause, Mr. Saad 
was a member of the War 
Economic Advisory Coun- 
cil of Palestine government 
from 1943-1946. 

Mr. Saad served twice as 
minister of finance, and in 
those two tenures donated 
his government salary to 
j foe University of Jordan’s- 
Needy Students Fund. 

He was also chairman 
and managing director of 
foe Jordan Tobacco and 
Cigarettes Company in 
Amman for more than 50 
years, vice chairman of the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company until recently, 
chairman of foe Bata Com- 
pany until recently, chair- 
man of foe National Grind- 
lays Bank Ltd, and a mem- 
ber of the .Senate from 
J 951-1955 and' 1984-1988. 

The deceased 'was- also 
founder and member of the 
Arab Orphans Committee 
in Haifa in 1940 which 
moved its offices in Am- 
man and now runs a hotel 
management school in 
Jerusalem. 

In addition, Mr. Saad 
was the first president of 
foe Rotary Club in Am- 
man, a trustee of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, trustee 
emeritus of foe AUB, a 
member of foe Institute for 
Palestine Studies-Beirnt, 
chairman of foe Jordan 
Printing and Packaging 
Company and member of 
the Geneva-based Welfare 
Association. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

V Seminar fin Arabic) enti- 
tled “The World’s Silence 
Over the Massacre of the 
Chechenyans” with the 
participation of Lower 
House of Parliament mem- 
bers Bassam AI ’Ernoush 
and Toqjan Falsa] in addi- 
tion to Sultan Murad at 
the Professional Associa- 
tion Union Complex at 
5:00 pjn. 

V Exhibition of paintings by 
Ismail and Tamam 
Shammout at Abdul 
Hawed Shaman Founda- 
tion. 


Amman intends to host follow-up economic meeting 

Officials seek to take advantage of Casablanca momentum 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment is proceeding with plans 
to host a follow-up meeting 
to last year's Casablanca 
summit on economic de- 
velopment of the Middle East 
and North Africa, and no 
decision has been taken yet 
to defer the conference by 
several months, according to 
officials. 

Nabil Amman, director- 
general of foe Ministry of 
Planning, was quoted as 
saying in comments in foe 
local press that a company 
entrusted with foe organisa- 
tional details of the confer- 
ence had recommended that 
it be held in mid-September 
instead of June as originally 
scheduled. 

But foe government has 
not taken a final decision on 
the suggestion, Mr. Amman 
told Al Aswaq newspaper. 
As such, for all practical pur- 
poses, foe conference would 
take place in June unless a 
derision to foe contrary is 
taken. 

Senior officials closely in- 
volved in preparations for the 
meeting said it was unlikely 
that Jordan would decide to 
postpone the conference, 
given that the Kingdom 
would like to take advantage 
of the momentum created by 
foe Casablanca meeting. 


The Casablanca meeting 
served as a forum for Jordan 
to present projects, some of 
them in coordination with 
Israel and others related to 
the Kingdom’s infrastructure 
and development. The pro- 
jects, worth over $18 billion 
in total, involved all sectors 
of foe country’s life, includ- 
ing health, education, ener- 
gy, transport, water, tourism 
and communications. 

After the Casablanca con- 
ference was over, however, 
the Ministry of Planning 
launched efforts to identify 
high priority projects and stu- 
dies on them, with a view to 
coining up with more focused 
and defined plans to raise 
finances ana implement 
them. 

Mr. Amman was quoted as 
saying that the Canadian gov- 
ernment had undertaken to 
finance the studies on the 
various projects and a three- 
member Canadian team 
started work in this regard in 
December. 

In the meantime, foe va- 
rious ministries are also in- 
volved in trying to reflect 
allocations in the fiscal 
budget for specific projects 
and make them compatible 
with foe projects and propos- 
als expected to be presented 
at the Amman conference. 

Mr. Am maxi said a steer- 
ing committee would be 
formed soon to take charge 


of foe conference. According 
to other officials, this com- 
mittee would include repre- 
sentatives of all ministries 
and departments related to 
foe conference and its deli- 
berations. Various sub- 
committees would be formed 
at ministries and departments 
to coordinate internal prepa- 
rations for the meeting. 

The government is hoping 
that a new law on incentives 
for foreign investors would 
be in place by foe time tbe 
conference takes place. The 
law is widely seen as offering 
some of the most attractive 
incentives offered to foreign 
investors by any country in 
foe immediate Middle East 
region. 

Coupled with efforts to up- 
grade Jordan’s status as a 
haven for foreign invest- 
ments, tbe review of infras- 
tructure and developments is 
expected to produce a more 
focused approach to the gov- 
ernments and private sector 
representatives expected to 
attend foe Amman confer- 
ence. 

“The projects presented in 
Casablanca are under close 
review now, with a view to 
narrowing down foe options 
and defining more clearly the 
parameters of each project,” 
said a senior official closely 
involved in Jordan's pre- 
sentation to foe economic 
conference. 


in Casablanca, the Jorda- 
nian presentation was sup- 
ported by a set of documents 
and booklets on almost every 
aspect of life in the country, 
including a sector analysis of 
the proposed projects and 
publications on the invest- 
ment climate in foe King- 
dom. 

The net result of the re- 
view, according to foe offi- 
cial, would mean certain 
amendments to foe scope of 
some projects and eliminat- 
ing some of foe others. 

For instance, the official 
said, foe proposals presented 
in Casablanca involved sever- 
al alternative projects to 
address the water shortages 
faring foe countries of foe 
region. 

“Given foe varying degrees 
of foe economic and financial 
feasibility of foe different 
projects, we have to narrow 
them down to the most feasi- 
ble and realistic proposals,” 
said foe official. “There is 
little sense in continuing to 
discuss a host of options with- 
out pinpointing things down 
since such discussions could 
continue forever without any- 
one reaching a clear-cut con- 
clusion.” 

Jordan will also be coordi- ' 
nating with Israel some of foe 
projects that have bearing on 
both countries and also those 
with a regional dimension. 

Private sector participation 


is a key element in Jordan's 
approach. The Jordanian 
team to the Casablanca con- 
ference was headed by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, who. in a 
keynote speech at foe gather- 
ing, reaffirmed the King- 
dom’s commitment to creat- 
ing a free market economy 
through reforms and to giving 
a higher-profile role to the 
private sector in all aspects of 
development. 

In his comments to AI 
Aswaq, Mr. Amman said foe 
private sector would be in- 
vited to make its proposals 
and present projects at foe 
Amman conference. ' 

Government officials note 
that the government's five- 
year development plan which 
took off in 1993 designated a' 
major role for foe private 
sector while confining the) 
role of the government to 
mostly infrastructure related; 
projects essential to encour- 
age private sector invest-' 
merits. 

“The development plan re- • 
mains a focal point,” said ■ 
another official. “But the 
new realities of peace in the 
region have brought about 
contrastingly different con- 
siderations and possibilities 
into view and, hopefiilly, all 
these would be closely stu- 
died and consolidated into an 
integrated approach at foe 
Amman conference.” 


Support committee collects medical supplies for Chechenya 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Committee for foe Support of 
foe Caucasian Chechen Re- 
public (JCSCP) has collected 
between 55-60 cubic metres 
of medical supplies to send to 
foe embattled Republic of 
Chechenya, prominent mem- 
bers of foe committee said at 
a lecture on Thursday even- 
ing. 

The lecture, held at Nadi 
Aljil near the Seventh Circle, 
was arranged by foe women’s 
sub-committee of the JCSCP 
and attended by around 200 
people, mostly women rang- 


ing upwards in age from ab- 
out 13-years-old. 

Tbe speakers, who in- 
cluded former Minister of 
Public Works and President 
of foe JCSCP Said Beano, 
Deputy of the Lower Hoose 
ana JCSCP spokesperson 
Toajan Faisal and head of the 
Inter-national Department at the 
Royal Scientific Society Gha- 
li Odeh, spoke about the 
general background of 
Chechenya, the mentality of 
its people versus that of Rus- 
sians. 

Ms. Faisal addressed foe 
issues of dvil and human 
rights and tbe right to self 
determination, while Mr. 


Beano explained how the 
“Chechen republic had never 
been a part of Russia” be- 
cause of its declaration of 
independence and its subse- 
quent approval by parliament 
on Nov. 27, 1990. 

Mr. Beano told foe Jordan 
Times that foe purpose of the 
committee and Thursday's 
lecture were to explain and 
make known the current 
situation and its implications 
to the Chechen and Circas- 
sian community in Jordan. 

The size of foe community 
lies between 50,000 and 
80,000 and is regarded as one 
of foe largest outside foe 
Caucasus region. - •• 


Mr. Beano also said that a 
petition declaring support for 
foe right of the Chechen peo- 
ple to self-detennination had 
been circulated and 
thousands of signatures col- 
lected. 

“We have also collected 
cash and donations in-kind, 
but we are calling for more. 
So far we have amassed 55-60 
cubic metres of drugs and 
medical supplies,” Mr. 
Beano added. 

In a statement recently 
sent to foe Jordan Times by 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
delegation in Amman,* foe 


committee reported on its 
efforts in Grozny, foe break- 
away republic’s capital, and 
in foe surrounding area. 

The ICRC said it has pro- 
vided medical supplies to 17 
hospitals including those in 
Grozny, and that foe assist- 
ance distributed since foe 
outbreak of hostilities in De- 
cember had been sufficient to 
treat around 2,000 war- 
wounded. 

In the meantime the 
JCSCP continues to rally sup- 
port for foe cause and has 
produced stickers, posters 
and printed material calling 
for foe withdrawal of Russian 
forces frdnf lhe republic: v * 




Kingdom plans ‘Jordan Week’ in Japan 


By Cathy King 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With an eye 
towards boosting Jordan- 
Japan ties in all sectors a 
Jordan week in Japan, and 
a symposium on Jordanian- 
Japanese relations mil be 
held in May, Sharif Jamil 
Ben Nasser confirmed. 

“Jordanian and Japanese 
relations are based on the 
personal relationship and 
foe mutual respect by foe 
two royal families, thus 
laying foe foundation upon 
which we may build a bet- 
ter future," Sharif Jamil, 
Jordan-Japan Friendship 
Association chairman, told 
foe Jordan Tunes. 

Tbe aim to Jordan's 
week and foe symposium is 
to provide the Japanese 
with more knowledge of 
the Kingdom, he said, 
adding that it will farther 
Japanese recognition of 
Jordan as tbe region's eco- 
nomic base. 

Potential exists for joint 
ventures in all sectors, 
Sharif Jamil said, but con- 
ceded that conveying a 
message of Jordan’s suita- 
bility as an economic plat- 
form had its difficulties. 

Cultural and language 
differences and foe dis- 
tance separating the two 
counfries are hurdles to be 


overcome. Despite the 
Kingdom’s stability, Sharif 
Jamil said, its location in a 
froubled area had distorted 
its image. One consequ- 
ence of which being no 
direct air routes, although 
18 million Japanese tourists 
come here annually, he 
said. 

Under foe patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, who last vi- 
sited Japan in November 
1990, foe symposium enti- 
tled, “peace and beyond: 
foe roles of Jordan and 
Japan” will be a one-day 
event beld at foe United 
Nations University in 
Tokyo. 

It will address, Sbarif 
Jamil said, Jordan's posi- 
tion amid current Middle 
Eastern events, the re- 
gion’s future during and 
after foe peace process, 
and also foe involvement of 
Japan in foe multilateral 
track of foe peace process. 

“The keynote speaker 
will be Crown Prince Has- 
san ... and there will be 
meetings to follow up foe 
symposium which should 
generate concrete momen- 
tum to it,” he said. 

Jordan’s week in Japan, 
May 22-May 27, will in- 
clude trade and food fairs 
and a picture and anti- 
quities exhibition. 


The trade fair has been 
allocated 550 square metres 
in Seibu Department Store, 
which may receive as many 
as one million visitors, 
Sharif Jamil anticipates. 
Four million people are 
estimated to visit foe store 
each month, he said. 

The food fair, according 
to Sharif Jamil, requested 
by the Japanese, will be 
located at Yokomo Inter- 
. Continental Hotel, and 
chefs from foe Inter.Con- 
tinental Amman will strive 
to satisfy Japanese savour. 

Last August, Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Ma- 
jali formed the national 
preparatory committee, 
comprised of high level 
members of foe public and 
private sectors, to oversee 
Jordan’s week in Japan. 

The committee is beaded 
by Institute of Diplomacy 
President Mazen Armouti, 
with Sharif Jamil acting in a 
dual capacity as honorary 
chairman and head of a 
subcommittee for fund- 
raising. 

Dr. Armouti told foe 
Jordan Times that a local 
fund-raising campaign will 
begin today with a recep- 
tion for Jordanian agents of 
Japanese companies. 

Local fund-raising is in- 
tended to cover costs incur- 
red in Jordan during prepa- 


rations. 

He said that later there 
will be separate meetings 
for phosphates, potash, in- 
dustrial and trade com- 
panies with Japan’s repre- 
sentatives in Jordan. 

“These wfll be partly in 
view of prospective priva- 
tisation and partly in view 
of joint ventures in down- 
stream industries,” Dr. 
Armouti explained. 

Sbarif Jamil added that 
participation of the Jorda- 
nian private sector in "Jor- 
dan’s week in Japan” was 
open to all and to help 
cover participant expendi- 
ture, there would be special 
hotel tariffs and fund- 
raising efforts in Japan to 
assist with costs while 
there. 

The first bilateral econo- 
mic contact was established 
in the 1930’s, Sharif Jamil 
said, when a Japanese mis- 
sion came here to buy 
horses. In more recent 
years relations have rested 
upon foe many exchanged 
visits between His Majesty 
King Hussein and Crown 
Prince Hassan and foe Im- 
perial House in Japan. 

Japan has provided 
direct assistance to the 
Kingdom in foe form of 
loans, volunteers, direct 
aid, trade and imports, he 


said, and added: “There 
are lessons to be taken into 
account, remembering that 
since World War II Japan 
has risen out of foe ashes to 
become an economic su- 
perpower.” 

Jordan's largest external 
indebtedness of around 
$1.7 billion is to Japan. 

The inaugural flight of 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) to 
Osaka will mark the start of 
foe event which will also be 
commemorated by the 
issuance of a first-day cover 
stamp. 

RJ, foe army and foe air 
force will provide substan- 
tial assistance in foe logis- 
tics, he said, and by various 
ministries involved. 

Institutions expected to 
participate in foe event 
sponsored and organised 
by foe Institute of Di- 
plomacy and the Middle 
East Institute of Japan, in- 
clude Crown Prince Has- 
san’s office, the Prime 
Ministry, the ministries of 
Foreign Affairs, Planning. 
Finance, Tourism, In- 
formation and Culture, the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, 
Royal Jordanian airlines, 
universities and foe Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology, banks and foe 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry. 



DIRECTOR GENERAL AND STAFF OF 
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WELCOMES THE GUEST OF 

HIS MAJESTY KING HUSSEIN 
GREEK PRIME MINISTER 
ANDREAS PAPANDREOU 

AND HIS ACCOMPANYING DELEGATION 
WISHING THE DELEGATION A HAPPY STAY IN JORDAN AND A 
SUCCESSFUL AND PROSPEROUS VISIT, THAT WILL CULMINATE 
IN BOLSTERING JORDANIAN-GREEK RELATIONS IN THE 
INTEREST OF BOTH NATIONS. 





Japan hopes calm will replace 
clashes at summit with U.S. 


TOKYO (R) — Tokyo is 
hoping that a climate of calm 
will replace confrontation at 
a U.S.-Japan summit in 
Washington next week, giv- 
ing the two nations a chance 
to assess just where their 
relationship should be bead- 
ing. 

“Ways to deepen U.S.- 
Japan relations, which are 
critical in the Asian-Pacific 
region, will top the meeting’s 
agenda,” Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Mnrayama said 
Sunday, noting his Jan. 11 
summit with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton comes at the start 
of a year marking the 50th 
anniversary of World War 
n's end. 

Analysts of U.S.-Japan ties 
agree the summit is unlikely 
to yield anything like the 
fireworks seen at the Febru- 
ary 1994 summit where Mr. 
Clinton met then-Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosoka- 
wa. 

Failure to clinch trade 
deals then not only prompted 
talk of a confrontational new 
era in trans-Pacific ties, bat 
also rocked financial mar- 
kets, sending the yen soaring 
against the dollar. 

Few expect a replay of that 
drama next week. 

Behind this year’s low-key 
mood are factors including 
domestic distractions for both 
leaders, greater attention to 
booming economies else- 


where in Asa, and the re- 
solution — in form if not in 
feet — of many of 1994’s 
economic rows. 

“In the United States, the 
president wants to have 
domestic achievements and 
for Mr. Murayama, the prior- 
ity is also domestic issues,” 
said political scientist Kimiko 
Inogirchi. 

Mr. Clinton faces a Repub- 
lican Congress born of the 
Democrats' stunning elector- 
al defeat in November. 
Where Japan will be placed 
on the U.S. congressional 
agenda remains to be seen. 

“It’s not dear if Japan will 
matter much in Congress — it 
may be absorbed with other 
things," one U.S.-Japan ex- 
pert said. 

Mr. Murayama, too, is 
dogged by domestic worries. 

These include fears that his 
Socialist Party may come 
apart and questions about 
how his unwieldy ruling coali- 
tion, which includes the con- 
servative Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), will fare in par- 
liament and in local elections 
next April. 

The coalition feces a huge 
opposition bloc in the recent- 
ly launched New Frontier 
Party, which aims to topple 
the government in general 
elections, maybe as soon as 
this autumn. 

Concern has also been 


raised about the health of the 
70-year-old Murayama after 
he cancelled some official 
duties this week due to a 
cold. 

Some in Japan worry that 
domestic distractions, com- 
bined with the growing atten- 
tion paid by both countries to 
Asia outside Japan, is 
weakening the bilateral 
alliance. 

In an article this week, 
monthly magazine Sen taka 
noted fears that the rela- 
tionship was “hollowing oat” 
as Washington turned inward 
and Tokyo failed to shoulder 
its global burdens. 

Not all analysts agree. “It 
is true that the Asian-Pacific 
region is getting more impor- 
tant for both nations but this 
does not mean the bilateral 
tie is less important," Ms. 


Inoguchi said. 

“Structurally, the tie is 
more important since there 
are issues, such as Asian- 
Pacific regional matters, in 
which U.S.-Japan joint man- 
agement is needed,” she said. 

Regional economic and 
security issues, including 
North Korea's alleged nuc- 
lear programme, are ex- 
pected to rank high on the 
summit agenda. 

The two leaders will also 
discuss cooperation ahead of 
next November's meeting o£ 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 


Cooperation (APEC) forum 
in Osaka, western Japan. 

As host, Japan wants to 
ensure the meeting’s success 
despite differences among 
members over how to flesh 
out an ambitious accord, 
reached at last year’s meeting 
in Jakarta, on toppling re- 
gional trade barriers within a 
quarter-century. 

U.S. interest in Japan’s 
efforts to deregulate its eco- 
nomy could come up at the 
summit, but bilateral trade 
disputes are expected to take 
a back seat. 

The two rides in recent 
months have cleared away 
many of the rows highligbt- 
ened in last year's economic 
talks. 

After stagnating for 
months, talks on government 
procurement and insurance 
produced pacts last Oct. 1, 
although the two sides failed 
to resolve a tougher dispute 
over better access to Japan’s 
market for cars and car parts. 

Talks on auto trade, which 
accounts for two-thirds of die 
£60 billion U-S.-Japan trade 
gap, are set to resume later 
tins month. 

Negotiators have also 
come close .to reaching an 
agreement on another area 
given high priority by 
Washington, better access to 
Japan’s huge financial ser- 
vices market. 



FSe photo dated Dec. 18, 1994 showing South 
African Hnwdng Minister Joe Slovo at the 
ANC National Congress. The former South 
African Communist Party leader dnrhig the 
anarthesd years minister of bousing in the 


government of national unity of President 
Nelson Mandela (fled eaziy Friday at the age of 
68 after Us long battle with bone cancer (AFP 
photo) . . 


JSS S. African communist leader Slovo dies 


EU reveals organisational overhaul .1 Malawi 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 
European Union, seeking to 
sharpenits voice as an econo- 
mic superpower, has revealed 
the organisational overhanl it 
hopes will make its message 
dearer. 

Instead of appointing poli- 
cy chiefs the new formula for 
foreign policy is to divide up 
the globe on a geographical 
basis among four commis- 
sioners with incoming EU 
chief Jacques Santer presid- 
ing over the group as a 
whole. 

The men in the four new 
posts are appearing before 
the European Par liament to 
lay out their wares at ratifica- 
tion hearings Axis week and 
next, ahead of. officially tak- 
ing up their jobs on Jan. 23. 

But it’s a safe bet that, the 
revamped approach of the 
EU*s new Executive Com- 
mission will not produce 
someone who becomes 
known the world over as the 
voice of European foreign 
policy. 

One Eurocrat, wistfully 
pondering such a prospect, 
recently recalled Henry Kis- 
singer once saying be didn't 
consult Europe more often 
because he didn’t know its 
phone number. 

Under tire outgoing com- 
mission of President Jacques 


Delon, different cu mmin - 
stoners dealt with political 
and economic relations re- 
spectively with the same oon- 
EU countries. 

The new set-up under 
president-designate Jacques 
Santer aims to avoid the 
spectacle of foreign govern- 
ments having to entert ain 
more than one co mmis sioner 
to get basic business done. 

“It is as likely to work as 
die previous one,” Trade 
Conmnssfoner Sir Leon Brit- 
tan said cryptically when 
asked how he rated the new 
system at a European Parlia- 
ment co nfir ma ti on hearing 
Thursday. 

The British commissioner, 
who lost his cherished- re*' 
sponsibility for Eastern 
Europe in the portfolio 
reshuffle, is in charge of refer 
tions with the United States, 
Japan and other developed 
countries phis Qwna. 

He ranged confidently over 
these areas at Thursday’s 
hearing, wanting Japan to 
open op markets, urging 
efforts to ward off U.S. isola- 
tionism and telling China to 
obey basic trade roles if it 
wanted to join foe world 
trade organisation. 

Dutchman Hans Van Den 
Broek becomes responsible 
for East Europe, including 


the next countries to join the 
EU, and the former Soviet 
Union as well as the common 
foreign and security policy 
provided for under the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. 

Spam’s Manuel Marin will 
take over dealings with Latin 
America, the Mediterra- 
nean, Middle East and de- 
veloping Asian countries 
while Portugal’s Joao De 
Dens Pinheixo gets African, 
Caribbean and Pacific de- 
veloping countries and South 
Africa. 

In parliamentary hearings 
so far the conmtissKmen with 
foreign portfolios have man- 
aged to avoid any seriously 
crossed wires. 

■ n. i* ■ .*!•.' • ■ r 

However* Mr. .Marin 
raided . some eyebrows. 
Wednesday with a categoric 
statement that Turkey would 
(me day join the EU, a sub* 
feet EU politicians often pre- 
fer to be vagne about and 
which fells under Mr. Van 
Den Brock's responsibility. 

Even if the foreign port- 
folio holders in the new com- 
mission manage to work 
dosdy together, their impact 
cm the international stage will 
be circumscribed by the 
dominance of European 
national gov e rnments in most 
foreign policy areas. 


China jails dissident for tax evasion 


SHANGHAI (R) — Shan- 
ghai democracy campaigner 
Dai Xuezhong has been sent- 
enced to three years in jail 
after being convicted of tax 
evasion, a dissident source 
said Friday. 

He is the fourth member of 
the Shanghai-based Associa- 
tion for Human Rights to be 
sentenced in the past three 
months. 

The others were convicted 
of political offences and sent- 
enced to three years of “re- 
education through labour”, 
the maximum allowed under 
that category of punishment. 

The source said Mr. Dai, a 
businessman, was detained 
by police on May 3 last year 
ana a Shanghai court handed 
down its verdict on Dec. 22. 

Mr. Dai ran a wholesale 
company in China’s largest 
dty setting alcoholic bever- 


ages and soft drinks. 

He has already spent three 
years in a labour reform 
camp for his part in earlier 
pro-democracy agitation, the 
dissident said. Mr. Dai's 
family could not be reached 
for comment and court offi- 
cials said they had no in- 
formation. 

The dissident had no word 
on the sum involved in Mr. 
Dai’s case. Tax evasion is 
common in China, but judg- 
ing from media r ep o r ts jail 
sentences are only handed 
down in cases involving large 
sums. 

Mr. Dai’s business was 
small-scale, although the dis- 
sident source said it was feiriy 
successful. 

The Association for Hu- 
man Rights has been a thorn 
in the ride of Shanghai au- 
thorities since it was formed 


in 1978. Its leaden have been 
waging a constant battle to 
officially register the orga- 
msabon. 

Members have organised 
small-scale protests around 
tiie anniversaries of the 1989 
Tiananmen Square massacre 
of pro-democracy demonstra- 
tors. They have also taken on 
other causes, such as deman- 
ding compensation for 
Otinesc victims of Japanese 
wartime atrocities. 

Families of the three other 
dissidents — Yang Zhou, 
Bao Ge and Yang Qinheng 
— were informed m October 
last year that the men had 
been sentenced. 

Almost all members of 
Shanghai's snail dissident 
group are now either in 
police custody or have been 
locked up. 


China lauds air safety despite crashes 


BEIJING (R) — In a gtitter- 
mg ceremony in the Great 
HaH of the People, China 
awarded medals Friday to the 
crew of its international car- 
rier for 40 years of accident- 
free flights, ignoring a dismal 
domestic air safety record. 

Top Communist Party 
leaders graced the awards 
and hundreds of beaming 
flight attendants in sky-blue 
u n i fo r m s joined an audience 
of hundreds of schoolchildren 
in the cavernous hall as the 
Civil Aviation Administra- 
tion of China (CAAC) con- 
gratulated itself and its crew. 

As the international tiftam 
received the accolades, it was 
unclear if a separate crew 
department had supplied the 
pilots for about a dozen 
planes that have crashed on 
domestic flights in China in 
the past few years. 

An official refused fo com- 
ment on Air China's achieve- 
ments or its difficulties, 
underlining the secrecy with 
which CAAC has traditional- 
ly surrounded its activities. 


even trying to suppress in- 
formation on crashes unless 
fore igne rs are involved. 

After the national anthem. 
Vice Premier Zou Jiahoa and 
other officials presented two 
golden chalices and several 
plaques to model pilots, navi- 
gators, radio operators and a 
captain, all nam ed “national 
flight safety pace-setters in 
the civil aviation industry.” 


“All shook} study their ex- 
ample and leant from their 
attitude and experience,'” 
Zhang Znoji, rice-minister of 
labour, told the audience of 
3,000. “Security is a prior- 

His assessment was no- 
thing if not timely. 

In February last year, the 
International Airline Passen- 
gers Association died China 
as one of the roost dangerous 
places hi the world to fly, 
after three domestic airliners 
crashed, killing 76 penile, 
and 10 aircraft were mjacked 
to Taiwan in 1993. 

The year before, 276 peo- 


ple were killed in five crashes 
oyer just four months, 
accounting for one- fifth of 
total world fatalities in 1992 
and making China's air corri- 
dors among the riskiest in the 
world. 

However, aJU those airlines 
were domestic companies 
hived off from CAAC as part 
of sweeping reform of Chi- 
na’s aviation industry in the 
past few years. 

Friday's ceremony was 
dearly m tended to msting- 
nidi the department that sup- 
plies die crew for Air China, 
the international carrier that 
flies 60 domestic and 70 fore- 
ign routes, while glossing 
over the less illustrious re- 
cord of domestic airimes. 

In the past 40 years, the 
crew department has trained 
708 pilots, landed at 200 air- 
ports in 100 countries and 
flown 1.3 millioa boors, Mr. 

Thang said. 

The d epa rt m ent was set up 
on Jan. 1, 1955, as the flying 
team of the Beijing division 
of the CAAC. 


leader 

condemns 

anti-banda 

violence 

BLANTYRE, Malawi (R)— 
Malawi’s President Bakili 
Mulnzi upbraided bis suppor- 
ter for attacking oppo siti on 

offices following accusation s 
of murder against former 
President Kamuzu Banda 
and his closest aide. 

Government supporters 
attacked offices of Mr. Ban- 
da's Malawi Congress Party 
(MCP) in Blantyre and 
Iilonjpve after cabinet mfrrisr 
terr said Thursday the ex- 
president-and his dose-associ- 
ate John Tembo faced mur- 
der charges for the 1983 kill- 
ings of four pdfititians. 

“I co ndemn without re- 
servation these acts of wan- 
ton destruction,” said Mr. 
Mulnzi, who ousted Mr. Ban- 
da after 30 years erf autocratic 
rule in the country's first 
multi-party elections last 
May. 

“This is the kind of be- 
haviour which we should not 
accept or condone in the new 
Malawi,” he said 

MCP spokesman Dr. 
HeathcrwicfcNtaba told Ren- 
ters he believed the attacks 
were planned in advance. Be 
said the MCP bad restrained 
its own supporters otherwise 
there would have been “a 
very violent blood bath.” 

Diplomats smd violence 
was posable in a country 
which split along ethnic fines 
daring the elections that 
brought Mr. Mulnzi and his 
United Democratic Front to 
power. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Joe Slovo, a life-long fighter 
against apartheid who went 
from a Lithuanian hamlet to 
become housing minister in 
South Africa’s first democra- 
tic government, died of can- 
cer Friday at the age of 68. 

President Nelson Mandela, 
a dose friend who saw Mr. 
Slovo at his home Thursday 
night shortly before his 
death, described the minister 
as “a great African patriot”. 

“Joe Slovo dedicated his 
fife to the struggle for justice, 
democracy and freedom in 
our country,” Mr. Mandela 
said m a statement announc- 
ing his death from bone mar- 
row cancer. 

Mr. Slovo — the first white 
member of the African 
National Congress’ National 
Executive — died peacefully 
in his sleep at his home in 
Johannesburg’s Observatory 
District where he lived with 
his second wife, Helena. 

His wife and daughters 
Shaun, Gillian and Robyn 
were at bis side. 

Mr. Stove’s first wife Ruth 
first was killed in Mozambi- 
que in 1982 by a parcel bomb 
sent by South African agents 
during his 27-year exile for 
his fight against apartheid. 

He said of the killing: “The 
way I’ve rationalised it is that 
the most effective punish- 
ment is to force those who 
did it to five m.< democratic 
South Africa." 

Mr. Mandela, 76, is seeing 
the old-guard of anti- 
apartheid fighters fade slowly 
from the scene. 

ANC National Chairman 
Oliver Tambo died in April 
1993, days after Communist 
Party Secretary-General 
Chris Haiti was killed by 
right-wing whites in an assas- 
sination mat shook the coun- 


try- 

ANC Deputy President 
Walter Sisula stepped down 
from his post last month after 
witnessing black majority 
rule in the country’s historic 
all-race elections last April. 

Concern has been express- 
ed over the health of Mr. 
Mandela, who underwent an 
eye operation last year. His 
spokesman Joel Netshitenzbe 
told Reuters Friday. Mr. 
Mandela was in good health 
and rested after a Christmas 
and New Year holiday break. 

But he feces a p unishing 
schedule, starting with a visit 
to India — the first country to 
impose sanctions against 
apartheid South Africa — 
late this month. 

A one-time Stalinist and 
national chairman of the 
Communist Party of South 
Africa (SACP) at the time of 
Ins death, Mr. Slovo was seen 
during tiie apartheid era as 
“public enemy number one” 
by many right-wing whites 
brought up during the cold 
war to regard the Kre mlin as 
the source of all evfl. 

He was bom into a Jewish 
family in the Lith uani an vil- 
lage of Obefei in 1926. He 
came to South Africa at die 
age of nine as anti-Semitism 
took hold in the Baltic area. 

He studied law at Johan- 
nesburg’s University of tiie 
Witwatersrand, -where he 
. first ttet* Rfc.^Sfei^Ja: 
with whotir he had ‘‘Terrible' 
rows” over the merit^ofCOm- 
munism which Mr. Mandela 
opposed. 

He also became in 1985 the 
first white member of the 
National Executive of tiie 
ANC, to which the SACP 
was allied, and was chief of 
staff of the ANCs military 
wing Umkbonto We Sizwe 
(Spear of the Nation). 


McCurry gets White House press post 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
President Bill Chnton told 
reporters State Department 
spokesman Mike McCurry 
will become White House 
press secretary after a short 
transition period. Mr. 
McCurry said he will start his 
new duties Friday, a tt e ndi ng 
senior staff meetings and 
splitting his time between 
White House and State. He 
said he wifi not begin briefing 
at the White House until be is 
up to speed on all aspects of 
a dministra tion policy. 


“He has done a very fine 
job,” Mr. Clinton said of Mr. 
McCurry, “representing our 
a dministra tion at the Depart- 
ment of State. He has dealt 
until a wide ran ge of very 
sensitive, complicated ana 
very difficult issues, and he’s 
done it very well.” Mr. 
McCurry will become assis- 
tant to tiie president and 
press secretary. 

The White House chief of 
staff, Leon Panetta, told re- 
porters Mr. McCurry “will be 


felly dieted” and have “full 
access to aD meetings.” He 
said Mr. Clinton is looking to 
Mr. McCurry for tiie “same 
land of excellent perform- 
ance” he demonstrated at 
State. 

Mr. McCurry said Mr. 
Ojntrwi had given him “the 
tools to do tins job and do it 
well," a reference to allega- 
tions that his predecessor. 
Dee Dee Myets, was denied 
those tools for most of her 
tenure. 


Ghali scales down U.N. peacekeeping ambitions 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Chastened by experiences in 
Bosnia and Somalia, U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Gbafi has seated dawn. Ins 
expectations of peacekeeping 
operations and at the same 
time asked member states for 
more su p p or t. 

He said the United Nations 
was not in a position at tins 
time to field troops with a 
mandate to use military 
force, su f fe red from feck of 
resources and lack of a uni- 
fied command. 

“Enforcement action at 
present is beyond the capac- 
ity of the United Nations 
except on a very limited 
seals,” be said. “It would be 
folly to attempt to alter this 
reality at the present time.” 

But even some of his mod- 
est proposals were im- 
mediately trounced by Presi- 
dent Biu Qmtoo’t admmssr 
tratkn, in an apparent reac- 
tion to tiie new Republican 
Congress which is scathing in 
its crit ic i sm of the United 
Nations. 

In a position paper that will 
serve as the basis wr Security 
Council discussions. Dr. 
Ghali Thursday traced the 
explosive growth of 17 


mdeded not only troop con- 

rcfcgees, ete^ra^food^aid, 
and nation-bmldnig. 

He revived ideas ‘for a 
U.N. rapid deployment force 
to help in peacekeeping 
emergencies. This would con- 
sist of battalions stationed in 


their re spective borne coun- 
tries but on call to the United 
Nations. 

U.N. members already 
earmark peacekeeping troops 
cm a standby basis. But they 
still pick and choose winch 
missions they want to join. In 
Rwanda for example, troops 
have been scarce and Dr. 
Ghali b still searching for 
forces to keep order in Zai- 
rean refugee camps. 

U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright said such 
proposals had been cBscossed 
by me U.N. Security Council 
previously and she was 
against them. Such a rapid 
deployment force would 
“never be tailored quite 
rig ht,” she tol d rep orte rs in 
Bn impromptu bri efing called 
min utes before Dr. Ghaii’s 
scheduled news confe ren ce. 

She also said Dr. GhaH was 
taking too much power for 
himself, an apparen t refer- 
ence to his c ri tic ism that 
troops needed to be under a 
unified U.N. command and 
not take contradictory orders 
from member governments. 

UJS. Senate majority lead- 
er Robert Dote, a Kansas 
Re p ubli c an, has already in- 
troduced legislation which 
would virtually eliminate tbe 
possibility of U.S. troops 
serving under U.N. com- 
mand and would also bill the 
United Nations for some of 
the logistical services 
Washington has been provid- 
ing free of charge. 

Washington is charged, 
though rarely pays in full, 25 


per cent of the regular U.N. 
budget and more than 30 per 
cent of peacekeeping. But 
the United Nations is also 
financed by Western Euro- 
pean nations and Japan, 
which pay promptly and 
make up more than 50 per 
cent of the budget. 

The Europeans also field 
the most troops, particularly 
m Bosnia, and do not get 
com p ensa ti on until years La- 


Asked abend: Sen. Dole’s 
proposals, he said he would 
send e miss a ri es to Washing- 
ton and try to talk to key 


co mp ens ati on until years La- 
ter. 

“On top of that we now 
have to get approval for ev- 
erything from Bob Dote,” 
said one ante senior Security 
Council envoy. 

Dr. Ghalf s new paper was 
a foltow-up to h» 1992 “agen- 
da for peace,” a landmark 
blueprint for a larger U.N. 
role in peaceke e p i ng in the 
post cold war era. At that 
time, he recommended a 
permanent aimed force to 
deter aggression mid enforce 
peace, including posture 
froops inside frontiers of 
countries threatened by their 


“But ft we are not success- 
fill, we just have to adapt and 
try to find logistical support 
from other member countries 
erf the United Nations,” he 
said. 

Ms. Albright criticised tiie 
propo sal to sea up a U.N. 
rapid deployment force as 


Tbexe are now more than 
70,000 t roops in T7 
peacekeeping missions at 2 
cost of $3 trillion annually. 
The hugest uumb e is sue in 
tire Balkans and in Somalia, 
from which tiie United Na- 
tions win withdraw by tiie 
end of March. 

Told of. Ms. Albright’s 
comments. Dr. Ghali was vis- 
ibly surprised, saying: “Tin' 
astonished because the paper 
was distributed just one hour 
ago and it is a long paper.” 


^Sacfa s ituatio n is different 
and we are afraid that if there 
were such a force, it would 
never be tailored quite right 
and also that it would not be 
in use all the time,” Ms. 
Albright said. 

Stressing that “unity of 
command is an important 
principle” for successful 
peacekeeping tmerations, the - 
U.N. chief alluded to the 
Somalia fiasco, saying that 
governments -who provide 
troops should oot p«B direct 
Orders to theft* contingents on 
opmatiorad matters. 

-Ml Albright said Dr. Gha- 
£ was “a fitne off tire made” 
in assessing Marne. 

“We have to guard against 
saying everytime there is a 
success it is doe to the U.N. 
and cvetytime there tea fai- 
lure it is doe to titt member 
states,” she added.. V 
• “We hare to took rvery - 
carefufly at tiie suggestions - 
made by tire secretary gener- 
al..- we don’t think tint Ms 
approach is the only one to 
take,” Ml Albright added. 




A burly man with a shock 
of white hair before cancer 
took its toll, he returned to 
South Africa in 1990 after 
then president F.W. De 
Berk legalised the ANC and 
the SACP Mr. Slovo had 
joined at the age of 16. 

He became homing minis- 
ter in Mr. Mandela’s govern- 
ment of national unity after 
tbe ANC won a sweeping 
victory in the April elections. 

Tbe portfolio is an impor- 
tant one in a government 
seeking to redress the ine- 
quities of apartheid, and Mr. 
Slovo had . pledged decent 
housing for all South Afri- 
cans. e 

Doctors earlier this week 1 
advised him to rest, but he , 
continued to work to the end, 
holding daily meetings with 
his director-general Billy 
Cobbett and members of his 
staff. Mr. Cobbett said it was 
still “far too early” to name 
his successor. 

The National Party, which 
institutionalised racial seg- 
regation-after coming to pow- 
er in 1948 and fought bitterly 
for white supremacy until 
Mr. De Klerk announced in 
1990 an end to .apartheid, 
said it had developed a “heal- 
thy respect” for Mr: Slovo. 

“Although Mr. Slovo was a 
political opponent, and there 
was no secret regarding ottr 
political. difference,’’ saidr 
' party spdfcesilian'-lklirthiml!&'- 
Van Schalkwyk. .. 

“Since Bis appointment as 
minister, be played a very 
constructive role in govern- 
ment,” Mr. Van Schalkywk 
said. He described Mr. Sto- 
vo’s death as “a great loss to 
tire people of tins country” 
who had dedicated his Hfe to 
the “liberation of the oppres- 
sed". 


the animals, a small deer-tike 
breed from the same family 
of species as oxen, escaped 
but a calf was captured. 
However, the ammai, known 
locally as “tnoa,” died of fear 
after a few days in captivity 
and was eaten by the hunters, 
tbe newspaper said. Last year 
two rare oxen of a species 
known as the Sao La died 
after a# a few months in 
c aptiv it y in Hanoi, having 
caused a stir as one of only a 
handful of new to 

be discovered this century. 
David Hulse, head of the 
World wide Fund far Nature 
(WWF) in Vietnam, called 
tire discovery at the time the 
“biological equivalent of dis- 
covering a new planet.” Offi- 
cials of the WwF have urged 
authorities not to capture 

an mud* hut tO Mmpies 

that could be used for DNA 
tasting and then release them 
into the wild.- Professor Ha 
Dinh Due of Hanot Universi- 
ty said he was confident that 
the tnoa found in Thua 
Thfen-Hue p rovince was a 
new species as photographs 
rixrwed it to be significantly 
different from other bovid 
species found in Vi etnam. A 
third species known as the 
Giant Maniac has been de- 
termined from bones but no 
five example has been seen 
by scientists investigating the 
wilds of central Vietnam. 


kidnapper 
of Abble 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
woman wanted a child so 
much that rite snatched new- 




birth to a 


Abble, was Thursday re- 
with her nine pound 



wul have to undergo psycho- 
therapeutic tre a t ment at a 
special hospital as part erf tbe 
terms of her probation. 

U.S. lawmaker 
Introduces 
caning bill 

JACKSON, Mi s siss ipp i (R) 
— A U.S. lawmaker from the 
southern state of Missi s sippi 
has introduced a bill that 
would allow state judges to 
include' Singaporean-style 
caning as part of the sentenc- 
ing for any 'crime. Although 
tire bill’s author, state Repre- 
sentative Tom Cameron of 
Greenville, admitted that the 
practice would be viewed by 
many as inhumane, he argues 
that society would be borer 
off if state mnnshment forced 
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victed cnmiaals should be 
caned in public or pr i v ate or 
where 00 their bodies they 
should receive the blows. 
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Chechen volunteers fight Russian soldiers for the control of 
Grozny. President Boris Yeltsin announced that special 
forces are on their way to reinforce Russian contingent in the 


break-away Republic of Chechenya after a failed assault on 
the town by tanks and light armoured vehicles (AFP photo) 


Chechenya crisis could threaten CFE treaty 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
The crias over Chechenya 
could threaten a landmark 
European arms treaty and 
has provoked fresh Russian 
appeals that the agreement 
.should be changed to reflect 
Moscow's concerns about the 
troubled Caucasus, diplomats 
say. 

The Conve ntion al Forces 
in Europe (CFE) treaty, 
signed in 1990 by members of 
NATO and the now-defimct 
Warsaw Pact, provides for 
the biggest cuts in arms con- 
trol history in tanks, 
armoured vehicles and other 
equipment. 

• Despite the end of the cold 
war, the agreement was wide- 
ly seen as a cornerstone of 
security on the continent. 

But it has already run into 
trouble. The collapse of the 
Soviet Union meant the trea- 
ty's provisions were delayed 
and Russia has complained 
for almost two years about 
limits on equipment deploy- 
ment, which must be met by 
November. 

Rusaa says limits on its 
southern flank axe too strict 
given problems in Georgia, 
Nagorno-Karabakh and now 
Chechenya. 

Western allies and Mos- 


cow’s former satellites in 
Easte r n Europe have refused 
to change the treaty, drawing 
a threat from Russia to quit 
the pact altogether early last 
year. 

With broader economic 
and political relations be- 
tween the West and Russia 
now threatened by the 
Chechenya crisis and Mos- 
cow already at odds with 
NATO over expansion into 
Eastern Europe, the treaty 
could be in serious trouble, 
diplomats say. 

‘The Russians have moved 
a lot of equipment down into 
Chechenya and they axe well 
in excess of what the treaty 
permits,” said one diplomat 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied. 

“They say the fighting has 
justified their earlier appeals 
to revise the whole thing,” he 
said. 

Diplomats say it now looks 
increasingly unlikely that 
Russia will meet the Novem- 
ber deadline to comply with 
the limits. 

“They were already over 
the top before Chechenya 
and if they don’t meet the 
deadline, they will be in 
violation. That would be se- 


rious,” said another diplo- 
mat. 

Senior NATO officials are 
due to meet in Brussels next 
Wednesday for a regular 
meeting to review progress 
on implementing the treaty. 

Diplomats said the prob- 
lems caused by Chechenya 
were bound to come up and 
that the issue had already 
been raised with Moscow. 

’"What they (the Russians) 
said to us was that they had 
moved equipment down 
there but that some of it had 
been destroyed anyway, in 
die fighting around Grozny,” 
said one diplomat. 

Diplomats said it was not 
clear exactly how much 
equipment had be en m oved 
to Chechenya. The CFE trea- 
ty covers only military hard- 
ware, not troop deployments. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin has already appealed 
to the West to agree changes 
to the pact, arguing that it 
reflects the old East- West di- 
vide rather than current reali- 
ties. 

Diplomats said Russia had 
also failed to notify other 
European states of its troop 
movements into Chechenya, 
under the terms of a Vienna 
agreement designed to prom- 


Charles taunts media with another stolen kiss 


. LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Prince Charles has thumbed 
his nose at the country’s racy 
tabloid press with another 
. public kiss on the lips of a 
T young female ski partner. 

A front page photograph 
published by Britain’s Today 
newspaper Friday showed the 
defiant heir to the throne 
’ j embracing a blonde woman 
r in the same spot at a Swiss ski 
’ resort where he kissed a 

K akfe called Tiggy 24 
earlier. 

Pictures inside the paper 
■ revealed the recipient was 
23-year-old Tarea Palmer- 
Tomkinson, daughter of 
dose friends of the prince. 

“It was dear the fun-loving 
prince was taking foe mickey 
(having a joke) with his fresh 
- clinch on the snowy slopes of 
_ Switzerland,” the paper said. 
The couple burst out 


laughing in front of the 
cameras afterwards. 

The revelation Wednesday 
of Prince Charles’ first impul- 
sive embrace of 29-year-old 
Tiggy Legge-Bourke — who 
looks after his two young 
sons — unleashed frenzied 
press speculation on their re- 
lationship and its effect on his 
estranged wife Princess Di- 
ana. 

The trials and tribulations 
of Britain’s troubled royal 
family grabbed headlines for 
the second day with surpris- 
tingly frank comments from 
foe queen’s retired private 
secretary, who labelled foe 
outcast Duchess of York- 
“vulgar, vulgar vulgar.” 

In an interview with foe 
weekly Spectator magazine. 
Lord Charteris, Queen Eli- 
zabeth’s top offidal for more 
of foe 1970s, said Prince 


Charles would divorce Prin- 
cess Diana sooner rather than 
later and it was a pity the 
prince had had to marry a 
virgin- 

Lord Charteris, still very 
dose to the inner royal adr- 
cle, also described foe queen 
mother as a "bit of an 
ostrich.” 

But the visibly chastened 
81-ycar-old former aide said 
Thursday his remare ks had 
not been intended for pub- 
lication. 

“Those remarks were pri- 
vate... I said them off the 
record and I don’t want to 
discuss it,” he told British 
television. 

The Duchess of York, dub- 
bed “fergie” due to her 
maiden name Sara Ferguson, 
shrugged oft his criticism of 
her. 

“Everyone is entitled to 


their own opinion,” she told 
reporters on the slopes of 
Swiss resort Klosters — foe 
same place where Prince 
Charles is skmng separately 
with his sons. 

Some newspapers fronted 
news that the queen’s 95- 
year-old aunt, Prmcess Alice 
— together with her son foe 
Duke of Gloucester and his 
wife — would move out of 
their 16th century country 
manor because they could no 
longer afford it. 

But the tabloid Daily Mir- 
ror poured scorn on the step, 
which appeared to be foe 
latest cost-cutting measure by 
the royals. 

"The Duke of Gloucester 
claims he is too broke to run 
his country home — despite 
getting £250,000 a yfcar from 
foe civil list,” foe newspaper 
said. 


Sri Lankan president announces Jan. 8 war truce 


/ COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lank- 
. a's president Friday bailed a 
truce with Tamil rebels due 
. to start Sunday as “hopefully 
the dawn of a new era,” after 
. ; a 12-year war which has cost 
" \ 30,000 lives. 

- r _„ Chandrika Bandaranaike 
Kumaratunga said proposals 
for poweT-sharing in foe 
’’ north and the east, where foe 
.Lf Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
, ' Eelam (LTTE) are fighting a 

.<-gS Tamil homeland, would be 
J put 'to the rebels soon. 

Mis. Kumaratunga, who is 
_• also finance minister, said 
- peace would also yield as 
economic dividend. The war 
. costs the government S400 
- --- ' .. million a year. 

"The fundamental obstacle 
to increased foreign invest- 


ment is Sri Lanka’s costly and 
prolonged ethnic conflict,” 
she told foe opening of a new 
parliamentary session. 

The truce, the first since 
June 1990, was agreed be- 
tween go v e r nm ent and rebel 
representatives when they 
met for a second round of 
peace talks in rebel- 
contzofled Jaffna town Tues- 
day. 

The two sides also agreed 
on a 40-billion-rupee ($816 
million) rehabilitation plan 
for foe north. 

Military sources said foe 
truce was likely to include the 
establishment of demilita- 
rised zones and possibly a 
corridor for aircraft move- 
ment over the Jaffna peninsu- 
la in the north, tire stron- 


ghold of the Tigers. 

It would be monitored by a 
committee, including foreign 
representatives, probably 
'from foe International Com- 
mittee of foe Red Cross. The 
ICRC has been exchanging 
letters between Mrs. Kumar- 
atunga and rebel chieftain 
Velupillai Prabhakran since 
foe talks began. 

Tuesday’s meeting was foe 
first since talks were sus- 
pended in late October after 
the lolling by a suicide bom- 
ber of opposition presidential 
candidate Gamini Dis- 
sanayake and 53 others. 
Some police officers blamed 
the Tigers, who denied in- 
volvement. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga, whose 
People’s Alliance won Au- 


gust general elections partly 
on promises to make peace, 
was driven to parliament 
amid unprecedented security 
because of intelligence re- 
ports that Tiger suicide 
squads had infiltrated the 
capital. 

Traffic along roads to par- 
liament, lined by police and 
armed troops, was stopped 
until foe presidential motor- 
cade passed. More troops 
and police in boats patrolled 
the lake around Parliament 
House. 

A ceasefire, accompanied 
by peace talks was in force 
from April 1989 to June 1990. 
It broke down through 
mutual mistrust and lack of 
progress towards a lasting 
solution. 


Singapore hangs Hong Kong woman for drugs 


‘SINGAPORE (R) — Rela- 

- fives and friends mourned a 

- young Hong Kong mother 
hanged in Singapore Friday 

.. 'Tor drug trafficking despite a 
. stay of execution over Chrisr- 
. - mas and international pleas 
.-. for mercy. 

Angel Mon Pm-Peng, 25, 
-an unmarried mother whose 
^■execution was postponed so 
she could spend Christinas 
'. .With her f amil y, was hangpri 
.. » * n Changi Prison Friday 
.morning. 

She was creamed in the 

- early evening at Mount Ver- 
, Wn Crematorium after a 
- _. short service attended by her 
' ..grief-stricken sister and dose 

;. friends and weS-wishers. 

“O ur asficr Angel has now 
‘ '..been taken to heaven.., a 
V- place we win go and we shall 


hope to see her there one 
day ’ an elderly pastor , 
speaking in Cantonese, told 
tire congregation of some 25 
people. 

“When are you coming 
back to Hong Kong?” a 
young woman cried in Can- 
tonese as she, Ms. Mon’s 
jipw Ocilia and a few others 
watched the coffin, covered 
is black velvet, disappear 
into tire furnace. 

Ms. Mod’s tether, who de- 
clined to speak to reporters, 
stayed outside in a white 
Salvation Army van parked 
behind tire ball. The father, 
reportedly reconciled with his 
daughter during her brief stay 
of execution, broke down un- 
controllably when be was 

joined outside by his daugh- 
ter Cecilia after foe crema- 


tion. 

Ms. Mou was born in the 
Portuguese-administered 
territory of Macau and had a 
Portuguese passport but lived 
in Hong Kong. She was 
arrested at Changi Airport on 
Aug. 29, 1991, after arriving 
from Bangkok. 

The Central Narcotics 
Bureau said a total of 20 
packets containing 4.1 kg 
(nine lb) of heroin was found 
in her luggage. 

Under Singapore law, the 
death sentence is mandatory 
for anyone over IS convicted 
of trafficking in more than 15 
grams (half an ounce) of he- 
roin, 30 grams (one ounce) of 
morphine or 50 grams (18 
oz) of cannabis. 

Ms. Mott's lawyer Peter 
Yap told Reuters that Ms. 


Mou was “normal and calm" 
when he saw her Thursday. 
He said she “was emotionally 
stable, prepared spiritually 
she was very strong.” 

He also said Ms. Mou was 
comforted by an eleventh- 
hour settlement of guar- 
dianship for her nine-year- 
old son but did not disclose 
who the guardian would be. 

Ms. Mou, the 95th person 
executed under Singapore’s 
tough 1975 anti-drug laws, 
was sentenced to death in 
1993. Her personal appeal for 
clemency was rejected. 

Portuguese President 
Mario Soares and the Portu- 
guese government also 
appealed for clemency on the 
grounds of Ms. Mou's youth 
and the fact that she was only 
a carrier. 


U.N. seeks more troops for Bosnia 


ote security by giving full 
information on military de- 
ployments. 

Russian diplomats said 
these confidence and 
security-building measures 
were valid only in peacetime 
and that Moscow was effec- 
tively at war with the break- 
away region. 

Meanwhile, President 
Yeltsin’s gamble on winning 
a quick victory in Chechenya 
could have disastrous con- 
sequences and cost him the 
much-needed backing of the 
armed forces, analysts in 
Moscow said. 

“The military understand 
that once again they have 
been used as a political tool, 
and were sent in to 
Chechenya simply to improve 
Yeltsin's plummetting popu- 
larity ratings,'’ said Alexan- 
der Konovalev, director of 
foe Russian Academy of Sci- 
ence’s Military Policy Centre. 

The Kremlin's mixing of 
politics and armed force in 
the intervention in the break- 
away Caucasus republic has 
turned out to be a disaster 
and an undertaking for which 
the Russian army conspi- 
cuously lacks any enthu- 
siasm. 


SARAJEVO (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations has asked for 
another 6.000 peacekeeping 
troops to monitor the latest 
ceasefire in Bosnia, a U.N. 
spokesman said Friday as 
officials struggled to cement 
the truce. 

Diplomats from the inter- 
national “contact group” on 
Bosnia agreed a strategy for 
advancing the peace process 
at a meeting in Bonn and 
were presenting it to their 
governments for approval, a 
diplomatic source said. 

The contact group officials 
— from the United States, 
Russia, Britain, France and 
Germany — did not disclose 
details but agreed to meet 
again in Paris Tuesday. 

The four-month cessation 
of hostilities signed Dec. 31 
calls for the deployment of 
United Nations troops be- 
tween rival Serb and Bosnian 
government forces. 

“Wc need more troops to 
monitor the ceasefire in Bos- 
nia.” foe spokesman told 
Reuters in Zagreb. "A re- 
quest has been made for 
another 6,000 troops to be 
sent in.” 

Countries already provid- 
ing troops for the U.N. Pro- 


tection Forces in Bosnia had 
been asked to send more. 

There are currently around 
23,000 United Nations troops 
in Bosnia, but U.N. comman- 
ders in the field say this is not 
enough to monitor hundreds 
of kilometres of front lines. 

Fighting has generally sub- 
sided in Bosnia since the 
cessation of hostilities agree- 
ment was agreed, with the 
exception of the northwest- 
ern Bihac enclave, where re- 
bel Serbs and Muslims have 
not signed foe pact. 

Hie Bosnian Serbs, howev- 
er, announced that they were 
with effect from Saturday re- 
volting a “state of war” they 
declared late last year in re- 
sponse to an offensive by the 
Muslim-led Bosnia govern- 
ment army. 

The statement by Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic appeared to indicate that 
he was ready to abide by the 
ceasefire, which the Serb 
leadership hopes win effec- 
tively freeze the territory it 
holds. 

The statement however 
made clear that a high state 
of combat readiness would 
still be maintained in the 70 
per cent of the former Yugos- 


lav republic controlled by the 
Serbs. 

The United Nations, which 
has been trying to tie down 
derails of the ceasefire in a 
series of meetings between 
rival military commanders, 
said a session of foe Sarajevo 
Joint Commission on im- 
plementing the ceasefire 
scheduled for Thursday was 
cancelled after the Bosnian 
Serbs refused to show up. 

The Serbs were protesting 
at the Bosnian government’s 
failure to withdraw all troops 
from a demilitarised zone on 
Mount Igman just outside the 
city by a Wednesday dead- 
line. 

“This was a certain setback 
in facilitating the process of 
cessation of hostilities. But 
we most remember that this 
peace process will be a pain- 
ful one. The parties still enor- 
mously mistrust each other,” 
U.N. spokesman Alex 
Ivanko said. 

Mr. Ivanko said both sides 
agreed to attend another 
Joint Commission meeting at 
Sarajevo Airport Friday. 

The U.N. sent out more 
go rand patrols in the morn- 
ing to check whether Bosnian 


government troops bad com- 
pleted their pullout from foe 
demilitarised zone. Bur three 
lookout posts were still occu- 
pied by government soldiers 
as of Friday morning. 

A U.N. helicopter recon- 
naissance of foe zone with 
Bosnian Muslim and Serb 
officers aboard was planned 
for Friday. 

Mr. Ivanko said the U.N. 
hoped the Bosnian Serbs 
would reopen civilian supply 
roads to Sarajevo Friday cr 
Saturday as a gestu 
goodwill on the Serbs' C 
dox Christmas weekenc 

Hie U.N. reported just 
nine ceasefire violations 
throughout Bosnia in the past 
24 hours — seven by foe 
Serbs, one by government 
troops and one incident in- 
volving both sides. 

There was fighting east of 
the Bangladeshi U.N. com- 
pound in the town of Yelika 
Kaidusa in the Binac enclave. 

A United Nations resupply- 
convoy reached the Bihac en- 
clave on Thursday night, just 
after peacekeepers there hai 
run out of fuel as a result of 
blockade by rebe 1 militiamen 
and virtually halted activ- 
ity. 


France’s Barre bides time; left split on Jospin 


PARIS (R) — Former Prime 
Minister Raymond Barre 
kept France guessing on Fri- 
day over whether be would 
enter an increasingly 
crowded presidential race 
and an offer by former 
Socialist Party leader Lionel 
Jospin to ran split the left. 

Mr. Barre, 70, an unaffili- 
ated centrist, said in a radio 
interview be would take op to 
three months to decide 
whether to contest the two- 
round election on April 23 
and May 7. 

Polls show public support 
for Mr. Bane has soared by 
abont 15 percentage points 
since outgoing European 
Commission President Jac- 
ques Delors, a moderate 
Socialist, announced last 1 
month he would not ran to 
succeed Socialist President 
Francois Mitterrand, who has 
been head of state for 14 
years. 

Commentators said Mr. 
Barre, a pro-European eco- 
nomist who was prime minis- 
ter from 1976 to 1981 after 
serving^ on the European 
Commission, could" take 


votes from foe conservative 
frontrunner. Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladnr, as well as 
foe centre-left. 

Mr. Balladur is expected to 
announce his candidacy be- 
tween Jan. 16 and 20 follow- 
ing a carefully orchestrated 
bnild-up of endorsements 
from cabinet members. Press 
reports say he has already 
rented a campaign headquar- 
ters. 

Ten cabinet ministers have 
publicly endorsed Mr. Balla- 
dur this week, while only 
three have backed his most 
serious rival on the right, 
Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac. 

Social Affairs Minister 
Simone Veile, the official 
number two in foe cabinet, 
told reporters Friday: “I said 
a few weeks ago the prime 
minister would make a great 
president. I say today I hope 
be will announce his candida- 
cy very soon.” 

Europe-1 Radio said at 
least 69 Gaullist parlia- 
mentarians would publish a 
call next week for Mr.uBalla- 
dur to run in preference to Mr. 


Chirac, their party’s founder, 
who has already declared his 
candidacy but trails third in 
foe polls. 

Another right-wing con- 
tender, anti-Maastricht cam- 
paigners Philippe De Villiers, 
is expected to join the race 
next Sunday, and next 
extreme-right anti- 
nmmigratioD crusader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen' has already 
announced his candidacy. 

In a Europe-1 interview, 
Mr. Barre called for more 
energetic measures to cat em- 
ployers’ payroll taxes, im- 
prove job training and in- 
crease labour market flexibil- 
ity to combat France’s near- 
record 12.6 per cent unem- 
ployment rate. 

He advocated a reform of 
France’s tax system. At pre- 
sent almost half of the 
population pays no inc- je. 
tax at all while the top 10 per 
cent of taxpayers nearly 70 
per cent of the total revenae 
collected. 

-- Mr. - Barre also called for 
further steps to make the 
justice system independent of 


government interference, cit- 
ing apparent efforts :o slow 
or torpedo corruption prob- 
es. 

The left, cast into disarray 
by Mr. Delois’ shock with- 
drawal on Dec. 11, was furth- 
er unsettled this week by Mr. 
Jospin's offer to stand for the 
Socialist Party. 

Mr. Jospin’s long-standing 
Socialist rival, ex-Prime 
Minister Laurent Fabius, im- 
plicitly disavowed his can-, 
didacy Friday, saying: “We 
must choose a person... cap- 
able of uniting all Socialists 
and the non-Sodalist left. 

“Lionel Jospin was foe Art: 
to declare himself, even u 
little ahead of time. We must 
see now whether there are 
other contenders.” 

The small Radical Party, 
whose maverick 
businessman-turned- 
politician Bernard Tapie 
grabbed 12 per cent of foe 
vote in last year's European 
Parliament elections, conde- 
mned Mr. Jospin in a state- 
ments "exactly the opposite 
of what the left needs todav.” 
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iBBenge of new Cabinet 


NO MATTER whom he chooses to join his 
goyemment, Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
3Mii8uB who led Jordan’s a dminist ration twice 
in the Kingdom’s past five crucial years, 
faces a formidable challeng e and a historic 
legacy brought mainly by the signing last 
year i /£ a peace treaty with Israel. Sharif 
Zeid’s mandate appears focussed on three 
fronte: The peace process, relations with the 
Palestinian leadership and other Arab coun- 
tries and the formidable task of political, 
economic and a dminis trative reforms. 

On the peace front Jordan needs to con- 
solidate the peace and help achieve break- 
throughs on other tracks, and it needs to take 
economic advantage of the new era. 

The Jordanian leadership, in a warmer 
peace with Israel than Egypt’s, is poised to 
play a greater role than that of Cairo 
mediating between the Israelis on the one 
side and the Palestinians, Syrians and 
Lebanese on the other. If Jordan aspires to a 
greater and more secure regional role, it has 
to be forthcoming in formulating its own 
strategy pushing it forward. The notion that 
Jordan did not sign peace for economic 
reasons as well Is not accurate. Jordan 
should win dividends of peace just like Egypt 
and Israel did when they signed their Camp 
Md Accords in 197?. The Kingdom should 
make dear to Israel, the U.S. and Europe 
that for peace to hold anywhere in the region 
its effects must be felt by ordinary people, 
those who for decades paid the price of war 
and instability. Jordan did not only make 
peace to regain its rights, of which it has been 
deprived for decades, but also served every 
other party to the process in one way or the 
other. It provided Israel with peace with 
another Arab country than Egypt, It gave the 
Syrians a block upon which to bifid, the 
Americans another breakthrough and the 
rest of the Arabs an example to follow. More 
important, it added another block to the wall 
of stability in the Middle East, a stability that 
is very important for the interests of the 
U.S., Europe, the West and world peace in 
general. 

On the front of Jontanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions, an issue of vital importance to Jor- 
dan’s sacred national unity, a great deal of 
misunderstanding and mistrust has de- 
veloped over the past year. While we hope 
•he Palestinian leadership would do its part 
to improve bilateral ties, we believe that the 
new government will be in a better position 
;c contribute to a resumption of constructive 
dialogue and genuine cooperation with oar 
brethren in Palestine. While we recognise the 
^iorts of the Majali government towards 
Arab reconciliation a great deal of work lies 
ahead. The Arab League should be viewed as 
the best forum for such a move at the present 
Ttage. 

But the local scene, where genuine change 
that will affect the future of the country, is 
certainly the most important. In this regard, 
reform is needed in three areas: Politics, the 
economy and government administration. In 
politics, a minimum level of national consen- 
7js is overdue. In this regard, it is most 
heartening to note that the Islamic Action 
jront is moving closer to the mainstream 
consensus. Also important is a new look and 
2 fresh approach to the subject of national 
:aity. The issue needs to be moved from 
being merely a slogan into practical applica- 
tion that would address the grievances of all 
and lead to an even split of power and social 
justice. 

Economic problems are very obvious to all 
the concerned bodies and pohtidans. Their 
resolution, however, hinges on making a 
greater effort at real reforms including 
privatisation and deregulation. In this vein, 
tbs issue of administrative reform should be 
Ztn the top of the government’s list of 
priorities. For unless the government body 
tbaS plans and executes policy is cleaned op 
asd modernised all talk about other reform 
will be meaningless. 

Perhaps the formation of Sharif Zeid’s 
government wfil give the due to where we are 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keflani 


And the Jordanian march continues 


A GREEK MARATHON — that is the best way to 
describe the change of governments in Jordan since it is 
abundantly dear that every new bead of government is 
taking the torch from his predecessor and running that 
extra mile in the coarse of the country’s advance. 

The resignation of Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
and His Majesty King Hussein's choke of Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker as the head of the new government were not exactly 
a surprise or shock. I might even venture to say that when 
Dr. Majali was appointed prime minster on May 29, 1993, 
the course Jordan was following and had to follow was spelt 
oat very distinctly. The country needed someone like Dr. 
Majali to take resolute steps and ran that extra mile 
towards making peace with Israel. 

Indeed, Dr. Majali successfully leaped that extra mile as 
we all witnessed when Israel and Jordan signed their 
historic peace treaty on Oct. 26, but it is naive to suggest 
that Dr. Majali’s resignation came as a response to 
mounting criticism from Parliament and political parties 
and worsening relations between the executive authority 
and legislature as a result of his government’s political and 
economic policies. 

For practical and technical purposes, the Majali govern- 
ment was mandated with certain sped Be tasks, starting 
with amending the Election Law, introducing economic 
reforms, and of course making peace with Israel among 
other things. No government beaded by a politician with 
hopes for a political career would have undertaken to 
perform these tasks if only because of the minefields that 
surrounded the course to these goals (remember why the 
government had to wait more than one year before 
introducing the sales tax law in June 1994. More than a 
dozen members of the cabinet who bad parliamentary 
aspirations waged a strong campaign to pot off introducing 
the controversial levy as long as they were in office, 
obviously with an eye at their chances of election/reelection 
in the November 1993 polls. But it was some of the former 
cabinet members who did enter Parliament who were the 
strongest proponents of the levy when the issue was 
debated in the House). 

But Dr. Majali was courageous enough not only to 
shoulder the responsibilities that carried risks but also to 
ensure that the responsibilities were successfully served and 
the national goals were achieved despite the brickbats that 
greeted him along file way. The bouquet of peace was the 
best reward for mm in the end. The country and its people 
owe a lot to him. 

It is easy to rale that the policies and practices of the 
Majali government were highly unpopular. But then, it is 


no secret that any government implementing controversial 
but inevitable self-reliance-oriented economic and social 
reforms and introducing unpopular fiscal measures — the 
sales tax law for instance — in a society long used to state 
sponsorship would have been castigated whether in Jordan 
or anywhere else. The Majali cabinet was no exception. If 
anything, the government that succeeds the Majali cabinet 
should be reaping the benefits of the policies and measures 
adopted and implemented by its predecessor. Indeed there 
may be a few problems here and there, but then those arc 
the inevitable legacy when governments change. . 

That does not mean, however, Sharif Zeid’s task is any 
easier. The former commander-in-chief of the army who 
successfully led two gove rnm ents since 3989 will -shoulder 
the responsibility of streamlining the internal affairs of the 

country masmnehas he also needs to advance Jordan’s 
quest to bring about a better balance in inter-Arab 
relationships. 

For one filing, any new government in Jordan at fins 
point in history . faces the task of tackling the high 
unemployment in the country. Any successful solution to 
this problem lies only through fundamental changes in the 
mindset of the people and the antiquated value system of 
our society. The recent national census has brought out 
some of the ridiculous but true features of the problem: fin- 
one thing, it found that there are 288^000 foreign workers 
in the country while an equal number of Jordanians remain 
unemployed. Among the 288,000 are 54,000 Sri I-a rik a n 
domestic help, a figure that is totally unjustifiable, given 
the size of the Jordanian society and the average family 
income. 

Take fin- instance, the finding that 107,000 families live 
under the poverty line with a monthly income of less than 
JD 120 and 32,000 of those famili es five in absolute poverty 
with a monthly income of less than JD 60, with many erf 
their members unemployed. How do we solve this problem 
except through bringing about sweeping changes in fire 
thin Icing erf the people, given the high number of foreign, 
workers in the country that indicates available employment 
opportunities? Jordanians will have to understand and 
appreciate the dignity of labour, whether in farms or in 
pe t ro l stations, rather than living in a superficial state of 
mind boosted by a false sense of social superiority. Our 
information media have to play a major role in bringing 
about that change, but fire government has to begin the 
initiative. 

Despite fire immense efforts exerted by His Majesty 
Sung Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the mindset of our bureaucrats remains tittle 


changed towards accepting the inevitability of dramatic 
changes in approach if Jordan were to reap the dividends of 
peace through attracting investments. Hiis is also an area 
that the Sharif Zeid go v e rnment would have . to tackle by 
taking fire boll by the boras. The present stage in onr liv es 
is too precious and important to be governed by sensitivi- 
ties that promp t government leaders to balk at injecting 
young blood into our bureaucracy to replace many dvfi 
servants who serve Sate purpose- other fiian being heavy 
in their offices. 


■ Improving relations between the executive and legisla- 
ture is another task cut out for the Sharif Zeid government 
But, given the high respect and dean record of Sharif Zeid 
and the popularity the prime-nriuistex-designate enjoys 
among the people and political leaders,- this should not be a 
major problem; if anything, toe change in relationship 
could be automatic as urach as it .would be a result of a 
conceited effort. 


The same applies to a large extent to Jordan’srelatkms 
with fire Arab World. Take for instance, the “quiet” nature 
of Amman-Damascus ties. Little improvement cocdd be 
expected in this context as long as Syria did not actually 
makes peace with Israel, and once.it (fid then the way for 
Jordaman-Syrian relations is automatically opened. Any 
shifts in toe present coolness in ties would fall short of fire 
desired level of warmth until such time a Syrian-Israeti 
peace agreement is thrashed out. 

As to fire Gulf dates, it is rally a matter of time before 
the so-called isolation of . Jordan is completely ended. We 
have made major achievements in improving mir ties with 
several Gulf states, and those which are still cool to can- 
goodwill gestures and sincere wish to see a- better atmos- 
phere prevail in fire Arab World would find out for 
themselves fire foUy m their approach: : . 

But that does not imply that our government should sit 
bade and relax, waiting for things to happen. It has to 
maintain its efforts for pan-Arab unity and solidarity and 
improved relations with aO members of the one Arab 
family but not at the expense of our national interests and 


t has taught ns that sacrificing our national interests 
and priorities for the sake of Arab interests and priorities is 
not appreciated and we end up fire losers. 

In sum, Sharif Zeid takes over the helm of our 
government at another major juncture in our history, and, 
hopefully, he would easily run his part of that extra mile in 
fire great Jordanian marathon, holding aloft fire torch of 
our march. 
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New government to face 
host of domestic issues 


Reviewed bv Elia Nasrallah 


PROSPECTS of a new gov- 
ernment, domestic issues, 
the situation in Checbenya, 
the situation in toe Arab 
occupied lands and other 
topics attracted columnists 
and editorial writers of the 
local press in fire past week. 

While toe government of 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali busied itself 
with the peace treaty with 
Israel, fire new government 
is bound to face a very huge 
task in dealing with domes- 
tic issues said A1 Dustour 
daily. Majali did his best 
and served his country with 
honour at a very critical 
stage achieving for Jordan a 
very vital objective but the 
new government would be 
facing no lesser mission 
mainly at the domestic level 
which abounds with chronic 
problems said the paper. 

This view was echoed by 
Mohammad Daoud, a col- 
umnist for AJ Dustour, who 
expressed the opinion that 
domestic issues pose a se- 
rious challenge to the new 
government- We cannot re- 
main impassive and waiting 
for matters to improve as a 
result of the peace treaty 
but we ought to embark 
immediately on measures to 
improve the internal situa- 
tion, said the writer. 
Among the main issues fac- 
ing the government he 
added was fix rising cost of 
Irving, unemployment and 
poverty, he said. 

Mahmoud Rhnawi took 
another view expressing 
hope that the new govern- 
ment would give priority to 
improving Jordan's rela- 
tions with toe other Arab 
states. What we need, said 
the writer, is to improve the 
Jordaman-PaJestiman rela- 
tions as a first step and 
reassert Jordan's role in 
supporting the struggle of 
the Palestinian people. He 
said that Jordan should 
seek an Arab summit so as 
to revive pan-Arab solidar- 


ity which is needed to back 
just Arab causes. 

A writer in A1 Ra’i said 
that the municipal and 
other concerned authorities 
ought to find a solution to 
toe problem of the S amir 
Rifai School for Girls in 
downtown Amman because 
its main gates open on a 
busy main street. The fast 
moving cars along that 
street have been responsi- 
ble for many accidents with 
girl students being the vic- 
tim, said Naaah, a columnist 
for A1 Ra’i. The writer said 
that the location of that 
school was an error from 
the start but at least the 
concerned authorities can 
do something to remedy the 
situation by opening wtw 
for the safe access and exit 
of toe schooL Especially 
during rush hours. 


fire extra weight which is 
bound to harm the roads. 

A writer for A1 Ra’i com- 
pared Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin with Stalin 
trying to revive the Russian 
empire by subduing the 
Chechen people by force. 
Bassam Emoush, an Islam- 
ist member of Parliament, 
said Yeltsin bad not learnt 
from the lessons of the past 
when the Russian scars 
were unsuccessful in sub- 
jugating the Chechen peo- 
ple. The Russians have not 
learnt from the lessons of 
their defeat in Afghanistan 
where they met stiff resist- 
ance and had to withdraw 
from that country, added 
Emoush. He said that the 
Arab had Islamic countries 
have a duty to support their 
brethern in Cbecnenya now 
facing the Russian aggres- 
sion. 

Jordanians are following 


build Jewish settlements on 
their Land. The AJ Dustour 
columnist said that the 
Israeli repressi v e measures 
coupled with continued dis- 
regard for toe Oslo aggreo- 
ment can only create ten- 
sion and render all peace 
agre em e n ts futile. The use 
of force against fire Arab 
people trying to defend 
their land from aggression 
makes peaceful coexistence 
impossible between the 
Jews and the Arabs, the 
writer said. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Tareq Masarweh a writer 
for AJ Ra’i criticised the 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources for in- 
viting fuel track owners to 
bid for fire lowest rates for 
transporting crude oil from 
Iraq to the refinery in Zar- 
qa. The writer said that the 
ministry ha* not consulted 
with the Tr an s po r t Minbtry 
which c once r ns itself with 
the qnestion of axial 
weights and the damage to 
the roads in Jordan. Com- 
peting feel truck owners 
will of course offer rates 
favourable to toe Energy 
Ministry but will not take 
into account toe amounts of 
fuel which their trades car- 
ry, he said. Noting that the 
.Energy Ministry is offering 
JD 7.25 for a tonne of 
transported crude down 
from JD 16.85. He said toe 
move would tempt the 
trade owners to load their 
vehicles with as many ton- 
nes of fuel as possible to get 
higher prices regardless of 


with deep concern and in- 
terest the outcome of the 
battles in Checfaenya be- 
cause they support the 
Chechen people’s drive for 
independence said Taber 
AI Adwan, a writer for A1 
Dustour. The writer said 
that Turkey, Pakistan and 
Indonesia are among Isla- 
mic nations that have con- 
demned Russia's aggresaon 
but regrettably no Arab 
state has yet displayed any 
interest in supporting the 
Chechens. By iaunehwig the 
aggression, toe Yeltsin gov- 
ernment has lost much of its 
credibility in the Islamic 
and Arab worlds at a time 
when the Chechens are 
showing continuous deter- 
mination to achieve their 
independence. 

Referring to the situation 
in toe occupied Arab terri- 
tories , Mohammad 
Kawaash said that Israel 
can never achieve any 
peace with toe Palestinians 
as long as it continues to 


Sultan Al Hattab said 
that Israel can achieve no 
real peace with any Arab 
state without first malring 
peace with the Palestinians. 
The Al Ra’i columnist said 
that the Rabin govern- 
ment’s persistence on build- 
ing fire settlements reflects 
the intention of ItiDzng all 
chances of peace first with 
toe Palestinians and second 
with the rest of the Arab 
World. The signing of 
treaties does not mean that 
peace has been accom- 
plished and the weakness of 
Arabs in confronting 
Israel’s arrogance is not 
bound to last for ever, 
warned the writer. The 
shortest way to reach peace 
with the Arab Work) is 
through the genuine and 
just peace wife fire Palesti- 
nians, concluded the writer. 


Al Dustour said that 
Israel’s attempts to expand 
its settlements near Beth- 
lehem by force is part of the 

Israeli government’s cease- 
less effort to evict the 
Palestinians from their 
homeland. Peace and fire 
Jewish settlement can never 
coexist and there can be no 
alternative to ranoving the 
settlements so that peace 
can be achieved, added die 
paper. Without respecting 
toe rights of the Palesti- 
nians, warned the paper, 
Israel can never dream of 
having peace or normalisa- 
tion of relations with the 
rest of the Arab states. - 


U.S.- Algerian 
connection under 


new 



By Joseph Fitcbett 

PARIS — The mtematiop- 
al fallout from the hijacking 
of an Air France jet will 
include fresh scrutiny of a 
U.S. connection with 
Algeria’s Islarn'T'c^uii- 
i^ftimetainlisropporitfob ljU - a 
-largely symbolic foothold 
established in Washington 
by human-rights groups and 
a few political exiles to gain 
visibility for their cause. 

For months, France has 
been irritated by U.S. 
doubts about the policies of 
• Algeria's milrtary govern- 
ment. and calls for dialogue 
with toe Muslim-led opposi- 
tion. 

The threat of a fun- 
damentalist takeover in 
Algeria is France’s deepest 
foreign policy worry, and 
French officials publidy in- 
sinuate that Washington 
has been heedlessly helping 
the radicals. 

In private, French offi- 
cials frequently make the 
point that no American has 
been killed by terrorists in 
Algeria who have murdered 
25 Frenchmen and a num- 
ber of foreigners from 
several other countries. . 

The implication is that 
Islamic fundamentalists 
have some special U.S-.tie,. 
a charge rejected by U.S.- 
officials. They say the small 
number of Americans in 
Algeria explains the abs- 
ence of casualties. 

The French government, 
anxious to avoid an Islamic 
takeover in Algeria before 
elections in Fiance in the 
spring, has resisted any dia- 
logue with the Muslim . 
groups and sought instead 
to bolster the Algerian gov- 
ernment. 

French officials have 
complained publidy about 
the unwillingness of the Un- 
ited States and Germany to 
provide more financial sup- 
port to Algiers and their 
readiness to give political 
asylum to opposition lead- 
ers. 

The emotional force of 
French concern, however, 
seems have more to do with 


dons about 'U.S. intentions 
-offer an eerie echo of those 
earlier fears of a U.S. desire 
to supplant French' interests 
in Algeria. 

- This friction may now 
aease, offirialsaay,; because 
+^estem. ( ^pvCTrnnents;!Wili' 
? Jgtve to t?ke k harder look 
•e* tire options in-Algeria. - 

-Clinton, administration 
officials repeated their view 
recently that Paris should 
attempt to find and mature a 
Muslim-led moderate front 
and, in any case, press the 
Algerian government to - 
offer a calendar for elec- 
tions.. 

In the U.S. view, the 
Algerian' military regime's 
repressive approach — con- 
firmed by a scorched-earth . 
policy applied in the coun- 
tryside m recent months in 
which killing has been wide- 
spread — has strengthened, 
not weakened, the resist- 


history, specifically the. 
growth of u.S. importance 
in Algeria after the war of 
independence with France, 
While largely unofficial. 
American aid to Algerian 
revolutionaries who won in- 
dependence still Tan kies in 
France, which has a tradi- 
tional postcolonial interest 
in Algeria and the rest erf 
North Africa. 

U.S. anti-colonialism in 
the 1950s and '60s was 
•aimed primarily at preemp- 
ting. Soviet influence. .But 
independent Algeria ex- 
panded its U.S. political 
and economic ties, especial- 
ly in the oil business, in a 
way that b rare among.fof-‘ 
mer French colonies. 

Current French . suspi- 


ance. 

American officials pre- 
dicted that there would be 
greater -French interest in 
contacts with the main 
opposition group, the Isla- 
mic Salvation Front, as an 

- alternative to extremists 

who are gaining control of 
the hardline military and to 
the Muslim terrorist under- 
ground. - - -- • 

The Air France hijack- 
ers. despite an biitial de- 
mand tor the release of 
imprisoned Islamic Front 
leaders, appear to have be- 
longed to the Armed Isla- 
mic Group. 

The movement is consi- 
dered to be the most radical 
and dangerous of Algeria's 
Muslim fundamentalist 
groups. It is an umbrella 
name for several cells that 
have sprung up as repres- 
sion has grown. - 

Dialogue with the Islamic 
Front, hot repression, has 
been urged by tire United 
states. But France dismis- 
sed the idea as a naive 
nation that would send 
Algeria the way of Iran and 

- Sudan, which have Islamic 
governments; 

Before the hijacking, 
however, there were signs 
in Paris of movement in 
that direction during talks 
in the fall between the State 
Department's top Arab ex- 
pert and French Foreign 
Ministry officials. Since 
then, Washington has man- 
aged to curb anti-French 
comments by Algerian 
opposition figures who have 
sought 'political asylum. 

And theGinton adminis- 
tration has accepted French 
calls for the West to prom- 
.ote other Algerian political 
factiorb in order, to. prevent 
an Islamic rakeover that 
could -destabilise neigh- 
bouring countries jn North 
Africa. - 


International Herald Tri- 
bune ■’ 
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Sharif Zeid in cabinet consultations 


(Coatmned from page 1) 

Other expected ministers 
are: 

Bassel Jardanch, Ibrahim 
Izzeddin, Kamel A1 Ajlotmi, 
and Ahmad Hnlayyel. 

In a letter accepting Dr. 
Majali’s resignation the King 
praised bis efforts over the 18 
months of his tenure in serv- 
ing the country at a time 


when the Kingdom was fac- 
ing huge challenges and 
pressures. 

Dr. Majali, in his resigna- 
tion letter to the King, said 
his government was stepping 
down to open the way for a 
new government that would 
assume the responsibility of 
dealing with the challenges 
ahead. 


The outgoing prime minis- 
ter, in an interview with the 
London-based Middle East 
Broadcasting Network 
(MBC), denied that the 
reasons for the change in 
government was his team's 
failure to contain the opposi- 
tion and focus sufficient 
attention on improving rela- 
tions with the Arab World. 


Parliament blocs confident of role 


(Continued from page 1) 
are trying to pot their rela- 
tions back on track with the 
establishment have started to 
appear lately and that is ex- 
pected to make Sharif Zeid’s 
effort to bring about recon- 
ciliation with the opposition 
bear fruit. 

The other large though less 
coherent Woe in the House is 
the National Action Front 
(NAF), which indudes 18 de- 
puties. Sharif Zeid is not 
expected to have a hard time 
winning the confidence of 
tins bloc though it is expected 
to make some demands on 
the portfolios its members 
will nave if they are to join 
the government due to its 
strong relations with the out- 
going cabinet of Dr. Majali. 

“We took part in cabinets 
at the hardest of times and we 
are willing to participate in 
the new government pro- 
vided that we have real and 
active participation,” Chair- 
man of the Bloc Abdul Baqi 
Jammo told the Jordan 
Times. 

The 10-member National 
Democratic Coalition has 
warmly welcomed the 
appointment of Sharif Zeid 


as prime minister-designate 
and are hopeful for a produc- 
tive relationship with the new 
government. 

Sharif Zeid can count on 
the s u ppor t of the coalition 
which includes many par- 
liamentary heavyweights of 
whom some have worked 
with Sharif Zeid before and 
ea joygood relationship with 
him . The bloc includes Ham- 
mad Abu Jaxnous, Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Saleh Irsbe- 
dat and Saad Hayel Srour. 

Sharif Zeid is expected to 
have any easy time winning 
the suppo rt of the Jordanian 
National Bloc, which in- 
dudes nine partiamentarians 
who follow centrist policies 
that are traditionally pro- 
establishment. 

Awad Khleifat, an inde- 
pendent deputy who had 
served in the two previous 
go ve r n ments of Sharif Zeid, 
was confident that the prime 
minister-designate . will con- 
sult with afl parliamentary 
blocs and win their s u ppo rt 
before forming the govern- 
ment. 

“Sharif Zeid is a democra- 
tic man who respects deputies 
and the legislative authority. 


Tr i« hi« nature to consult 
deputies,” said Dr. Khleifat, 
who is among 17 lawmakers 
who are trying to form a bloc 
that would mdude Taber A1 
Masri, former prime minister 
and House speaker Ali Abu 
A! Ragbeb, Samir Habash- 
neh, and Mohammad 
Dawoudeyeh among others. 

Five centrist lawmakers 
have formed the Parliamen- 
tary Brotherhood bloc. The 
group has not been 
approached about the gov- 
ernment by yesterday even- 
ing but at least one of its 
members, Tawfeeq Kreishan, 
is expected to be on Sharif 
Zeid’s team. Among the 
members of the groups are 
Ah A1 Shatti, Nader Thheirat 
and Salem Al Zawaideh. 

Though re pre s e n t a tives of- 
the House’s blocs say their 
consultations with Sharif 
Zeid were still at their pre- 
liminary stages yesterday 
evening, there are strong sig- 
nals that the consultations 
w01 end up successfully. 

That, they said, will ensure 
a smoother executive- 
legislative relationship than 
tiie one that preceded it. 


Eyes focused 

(Continued from page 1) 
Lower House and is now seen 
as ready to take the job of 
foreign minister, especially 
because of his diplomatic 
skills and dose relations with 
the palace. 

Mr. Kabariti is known to 
have excellent relations with 
the Syrian leadership as well 
as some of the key figures in 
the Saudi ruling family. 
These are qualities which are 
shared by Mr. Qassem. 

. If Mr. Qassem is appointed 
* as foreign minister in the 
Sharif Zeid cabinet, then Mr. . 
Kabariti might be offered the 
information portfolio, a post 
the influential deputy ntigbt 
be reluctant to accept without 
solid guarantees of independ- 
ence from undue influences 
of other ministries. 

As far as the economic 
team is concerned, Basel Jar- 
daneh, who served as minis- 
ter of finance during some of 
the crucial years for Jordan’s 
economy in the late 80s and 
early 90s, is tipped to be 
brought bade to his job by 
Sharif Zeid. 

Mr. Jardaneb, a leading 
banker who is now president 
of Royal Jordanian, was the 


key member of an economic 
team under Sharif Zeid along 
with Dr. Ziad Fariz, who now 
serves as advisor to His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, and Abdullah Huso nr, 
now a member of Parliament, 
who has also served as minis- 
ter of planning, minister of 
education (for a short i 
and minis ter of industry 
trade. 

However, there was no in- 
dication on Friday whether 
Sharif Zeid in fact wanted to 
replace Planning Minister 
Hnham A1 Khatib, who has 
worked with Mr. Jardaneh in 
a former cabinet but as minis- 
ter of energy and mineral 
resources. 

Rima Khalaf, the -first 
woman member of a Jorda- 
nian Cabinet since Inam Muf- 
ti in the early 80s, is too deep 
into structural reforms in the 
investment climate in the 
country in her present capac- 
ity as minister of trade and 
industry. Some sources said 
Dr. Khalaf was expected to 
be retained in the job, but 
Deputy Ali Abui Ragbeb, 
head of the Financial Com- 
mittee of the Lower House, 
was reportedly a strong con- 
tender for the post. 

Mr. Abnl Ragheb’s 
appointment as minister of 


trade and industry would 
leave the possibility open that 
Dr. Khalaf could be 
appointed minister at the 
Prune Ministry for economic 
affairs or advisor at die Royal 
Palace. 

Mr. Abul Ragbeb has 
served as minister of supply, 
minister of trade and industry 
as well as minister of energy 
and mineral resources in the 
past. 

Regardless of the posable 
changes, some of the econo- 
mic team in the present 
cabinet of Dr. Majali is ex- 
pected to be appointed advi- 
sors either to lung Hussein or 
Crown Prince Hassan be- 
cause of the need to maintain 
tire continuity in eco nomi c 
reforms and policies under 
implementation in the coun- 
try. 

The overriding factor in 
any possible scenario of 
appointment in the govern- 
ment would be the nature of 
agreements that Sharif Zeid 
might strike with the various 
parfiamentaiy blocs. If any- 
thing, some of the specula- 
tion and rumours could prove 
totally irrelevant if the blocs 
insist on some of the key 
portfolios as the price for 
their endorsement of tbe 
Sharif Zeid government. 


AFM turnover, prices plunged 


(Continued from page 12) 
equity of the companies listed 
in the market dropped to JD 
3.397 billion from JD 3.463 
billion in 1993 (figures of 
book values were not im- 
mediately available). 

— Total number of shares 
in the market rose to 
677 ,6 74.42 4 from 
529.017,345 in 1993. 

— The government issued 
permission to 32 foreign com- 
panies to enter the market 
with a total capital of JD 195 
million, but the actual capital 
that entered was JD 4.2 mil- 
lion. or 2.2 per cent of the 
permitted amount. Applica- 
tion by 16 other foreign com- 
panies with a capital of JD 90 
million are pending with the 
government. 

— Fresh stock entering the 
primary market totalled JD 
446,850,670 in value, up 93.1 
percent from JD 231,061,501 
in 1993. 

— Daily trading during the 
year averaged JD 2.02 mil- 
lion in 1994 (245 days of 
business) compared with JD 
3.96 million in 1993 (244 days 
of business). The decline was 

49.1 per cent. 

— Total number of shares 
traded during 1994 was 
174.475,801. down 35.1 per 
cent from the 270,439,340 
shares that changed hands 
during 1993. The decline was 

35.1 per cent. 

— The daily average of 
shares traded during 1994 
was 716,228, compared with 
1,109,358 in 1994. The de- 
cline was 35.4 per cent. 

— The total number of 
contracts concluded during 
the year was 253,654, com- 
pared with 335,553 in 1993 
(decline 24 per cent). 

— The daily average of 
contracts during 1994 was 
1,035, compared with 1.375 
in 1993 (decline 24.7 per 
cent)- 

— A comparison showed 


that selected companies 
made a pre-tax profit of JD 

133.5 million in the first half 
of 1994, compared with JD 
114 million posted by tbe 
same companies during the 
same period in 1993. Final 
figures for the whole year are 
not yet available. 

— The banking sector 
made a pre-tax profit of JD 

83.5 million in the first half of 
the year, compared with JD 
72 million during the same 
period in 1993; the industrial 
sector scored JD 39.3 million, 
compared with JD 33.7 mil- 
lion in 1993; the services sec- 
tor posted JD 7.5 million, 
compared with JD 4.3 million 
in 1993. Tbe insurance sector 
registered a lower profit of 
JD 3.2 million compared with 
JD 3.9 million in tbe same 
period in 1993, a decline of 
17.9 per cent. 

Dr. Touqan emphasised 
the need for total honesty on 
the part of ail companies 
whose shares are listed in the 
market. He summarised the 
prosposed amendments to 
the concerned law and inter- 
nal regulations of the market 
as unden 

— Ali companies listed in 
the market should provide all 
details of developments that 
might have an impact on their 
share prices. Such informa- 
tion should be provided as 
quickly as the developments 
occur. 

— The list of stockholders 
should be reorganised in a 
manner that would facilitate 
easy and uncomplicated 
transactions. 

— The management of the 
market would have tbe right 
to adjust the capital require- 
ments of brokers as and when 
it finds it fit to do so. 

— The capital requirement 
of brokerage firms which 
wanted to deal on behalf of 
others and also operate own 


poraouos was raised to JD 
500,000 and those wbo 
wanted only to deal was 
raised to JD 250,000 in early 
1994. The firms were given 
two years to meet the re- 
quirement and were obliged 
to meet half of tbe require- 
ment hi the first year. 

— Tbe amount of guaran- 
tee provided by the broken 
to the market was raised to 
JD 150,000 from JD 100.000. 

— Whenever a company 
holds its regular annual 
general assembly, its shares 
will not be allowed to trade 
during that particular day. 

— Six of tbe companies 
listed among the 60 firms 
whose share prices constitute 
the basis for the general price 
index were removed from the 
list because of poor perform- 
ances but another six was 
added to the list. 

— The market manage- 
ment beard 24 complaints, 
mostly related to unautho- 
rised dealings, bounced che- 
ques and investors failing to 
meet their obligations to the 
brokers, and took appropri- 
ate action. Dr. Touqan did 
not spell out the nature of 
tbe action taken. 

— Stocks of eight com- 
panies were removed from 
the trading floor during the 
year because of accumulated 
losses that exceeded 75 per 
cent of the their capital. Four 
others were also removed for 
other reasons that were not 
specified in the annual re- 
port. 

— A team of AFM experts 
made a study of the situation 
and the possibility of estab- 
lishing a Palestinian stock 
market in the West Bank and 
Gaza under an agreement 
made by the Palestine Com- 
pany for Development and 
Investment and the study was 
presented to the company. 
Details of the study were not 
released. 


Saudi Arabia’s paper parliament seeks a role 



TO THE west erf Riyadh, 
amid tracts of stony waste- 
land, stands the most ca- 
noes budding in ail Saudi 
Arabia. It may be the be- 
ginnings of a parliament, 
and then again, it may be 
just a mirage. 

Its proportio ns a re pala- 
tial. There are 270 zooms; 
some corridors could be 
gold fairways. There arc 
conference tables, soft 
annefaaizs, castings festooned 
with chandeliers, a refer- 
ence library of virgin books. 
But there are hardly any 
people. 

Under the huge blue and 
gold dome of the main de- 
bating chamber, most of tbe 
456 chairs are vacant when 
the 60 MPs sit down for 
their Sunday sessions. 

(linte l p innin g all this is 
thousands of yards of thick 
carpets on which the smaD 
band of inhabitants of SaiKfi 
Arabia’s new majlis al 
shnra (consultative council) 
are treading very, very soft- 
ly. 

The eager young staff 
guides are pained by the 
mockery to which their in- 
fant assembly so easily 
lends itself. “Wait a fittie. 
Slowly things will change,” 


Leslie Plommer, recently in Riyadh, surveys 
the vacant opulence of the country’s majlis 
al shura 


Us ap pointees. 

“Wc have no one to satis- 
fy but God and the king,” 
says tbe shnra’s deputy 
chairman, Abdullah 
Naseef. 

Ffis is probably the most 
educ ate d political assembly 
in tiie world. More than 
half the members have 
PhDs, Dr. Naseefs 
gcofogy from Leeds 
vasty. The mix indudes 
business m en, lawyers, en- 
gineers, Islamic ■. sharia 
law specialists, ami senior 
officials. Regional and dm 
interests are also repre- 
sented. 

They feed public opinion 
to the king and his minis- 
ters, they propose laws to 
the fbww, they examine 
and advise on g ov e rnm ent 
p rogr a mmes, they invite 
iiwiimJw« for questioning. 
Everything is done, howev- 
er, with a caution and 
politessc that betokens total 
dependence on the king’s 


ly, after 30 yean 
of broken promises, some- 
thing is better than nothing. 
Bat tiric is still a paper 
parliament, set op in 1992 
by a royal decree which also 
allows the monarch to tfis- 
otveiL AO the membeis are 


There are hopes that “in 
rime** perhaps half the 
shnra will be elected. It is 
not at all dear, though, that 
a majority of SandSs want it 
to collide in any serious way 
with the ruling family 
headed by King Fabd. 


A bigger priority for mast 
is the insertion of some 
teeth into the bodies that 
more directly affect their 
lives — the regional coun- 
cils established by the sante 
set of royal decrees in 1992. 
So for, thes e’ remain talking 
shops for the officials who 
ran the provinces anyway. 

But at the national leva 
many Saudis have some- 
thing dose to a horror of 
confrontational politics. 
One need only mention 
Kuwait’s assembly, where 
ministers are regularly sum- 
moned to be caked over the 
coals, to see tiie alarm such 
an example evokes. 

“Consensus is very im- 
portant here,” observed a 
Western diplomat with long 
experience of the region. 
“Tnis council will never be 
anythin g but a shnra in the 
Islamic (consultative) 
sense. It will never be an 

F.n gK<h parliame nt. T hat 

would mean shouting, in- 
sults, division!” 

Without a civil society 
independent of the state — 
the intricate network taken 
for granted in the West of 
professional associations, 
unions, parties, dubs and 
the media — the arbitration 
of opinion in Saudi Arabia 


rests with die king. - 
This produces a paradox 
which woold-be re fo rms .in 

the mkkSe class have yet to 
resolve: The ins tit u tion of 
absolute monarchy winch 
impedes political mod- 
ernisation and itself in- 
dulges in die controlled use 
of refigioiis zealotry as tiie 
only institution capable of 
protecting than from tiie 
forces of Islamic regression. 

There are many prohibi- 
tions, but under King Fahd 
their daughters are edu- 
cated. their roofs sport 
satellite dishes, and their 
art exhibitions are put 
beyound tiie reach of the. 
regions police by govern- 
ment penults. 

That is why educated 
Saxidis demanding the over- 
throw of tiie monarchy are 
few and for between. What 
they are «lHng for in in- 
creasing numbers is more 
political participation at all 
levels, and reform of the 

rating family 

“The policies of 50 years 
ago are no longer ademx- 
ate,” said a moderate Isla- 
mic. 

“We are tike two trains. 
'One is going 500 mph. It 
consists of modern cities, 
big institutions and state of 
/ the art technology. The. 


A 


other is going maybe 75 
mph, m our administrative 
smd religions foMfr fa g and 
political organisation. This 
sets the ctimate for con- 
flict” 

An academic said: 
“Education, housing, 1 
healthcare — tbe regime is 
not. efficient enough to deal, 
with all foe issues. We need 
study centres, think tank... 
We -need a leadership .” 

These diagnoses are 
beyond dispute. Saudi Ara- 
bia’s society and economy 
have become too big and 
coniplex to govern on the 
old sheikhdom model, its 
ever growing corps of intel- 
lectuals and technocrats u» 
talented to waste in lives of 
frustration. 

- With no mainstream sys- 
tem erf political participa- 
tion, tiie shura is tbe only 
officially sanctioned organ 
where a moderate progres- 
sive program me might be 
formulated. It is nowhere 
near being such a forum 
yet 

•This is a very interesting 
time,” said one establish- 
ment re fo rmer , “but there 
are no reference points — 
no opinion polls, no real 
newsp^ters, no public dis- 
cussion.” 

A starting point might be; 
tbe press Sox which over- 
looks tiie shnra chamber. It 
is e mp ty much of the time: 
r epor te r s are allowed in for 
the opening, only to be. 
ejected for debates. 


The Guardian 



A Syrian civilian paints a portrait of Syrian President H^ez Al Assad, (ca tering the statement **peace is » noble aim and a predoas goal, 
on a wall of Damascus airport (AFP photo) 

Israel and Syria: Peace through strategic parity? 


By land Shahak 

CONVENTIONAL WIS- 
DOM bolds that the col- 
lapse of the USSR has left 

uia weaker. Tbe same 
argument is being applied 
to other Arab states and to 
the Palestinians. In my 
view, the conv en tional wis- 
dom, so often mistaken ab- 
out Middle Eastern reali- 
ties. is totally mistaken in 
the case of Syria. The main 
reason for the tentative 
progress in the present 
Israel-Syria negotiations 
and Israel’s nrmsnal readi- 
ness to make some conces- 
sions to Syria is that they 
are being conducted in the 
wake of the collapse of tbe 
USSR and tbe consequent 
increase in Syrian military " 
power. 

It is well-known that 
President Hafez Al Assad 
proclaimed for years that he 
would only conduct nego- 
tiations with Israel from a 
position of s t ren g th. As in- 
terpreted by Ron Ben 
Yishay in YeaSot Aborooot 
on Sept. 16, this meant 
achieving strategic parity 
with Israel. “Assad is 
already very dose to realis- 
ing his old dream,” he says. 
And tbe growth of tiie Sy- 
rian army’s power dates 
from the aftermath of the 
Gulf crisis. Tbe first con- 
tribution was from the 
U.S., “which aliened some 
of the best among captured 
Iraqi tanks and self- 
propelled gum to Syrian 
forces as a reward for parti- 
cipation in the anti-Iraq 
coalition.'' Having declared 
Syria a “terrorist” state, the 
U.S. could not legally dis- 
burse any credits to it. But 
it convinced some unnamed 
European countries to 
it Syria “several ban- 
million dollars” after 
foe Gulf war. “At tbe same 
time Syria received a grant 
of S1.5bn directly from tbe 
Saudi royal bouse.” I be- 
lieve such grants continue 
to flow. 

In Ben Yishay's view,, 
with which I concur, the 


acquisition of of these high- 
quality weapons by Syria 
and foe Saudi funding of 
these purchase was attribut- 
able to tbeir shared fear 
that “Israel might attempt 
to impose on Syria a peace 
on Israel’s terms, exactly as 
Israel had attempted to do 
during tiie Lebanese war.” 
In such an attempt, “the 



the outskirts of Damascus 
in less than 24 hours.” In 
Ben Ybhay^s view, Israel 
had this option until a few 
years ago. “Right now, 
however, Syrian armour is 
capable of stopping an 
Israeli attack shzmltaneous- 
ly on two fronts, in tbe 
■ Golan Heights and i n L eba - 
non. Moreover, if tbe 
Israeli air force attacks 
Syria, as it did in October 
1973, in order to destroy 
half of Syria’s mflitaiy and 
civilian infrastructure, Mr. 
Assad would be able to 
retaliate, with no less de- 
vastation,” which he could 
not do in 1973. 

When the Syrians get 
their arms 

Tbe Israeli view is that 
the Syrians have what Israel 
calk “non -conventional 
weapons,” namely accurate 
stirbce-to-surface missiles 
which can be equipped with 
chemical warheads. Against 
these, Israel is virtually de- 
fenceless. Therefore, for 
the first time in Middle 
Eastern history, a state, in 
tins case Syria, is capable of 
defending itself effectively 
against Israeli attack. 

No Israeli expert has ex- 


who, according to Ben 
Yishay, “pretty soon after 
assuming power told Assad 
m no uncertain terms that 
be expected him to make 
peace with Israel, even if on 
Israeli terms. To make it 
dear that be meant busi- 
ness, Gorbachev stopped 
all Soviet weapons sales to 
Syria. For some time be 
allowed the supplies of h- 
mited quantities of spare 
parts, but eventually even 
these were stopped.” 

For whatever reason, 
Gorbachev’s policies were 
consistently pro-Israel. Af- 
.ter the collapse of the 
Soviet Union the new rulers 
of Russia refused to sell any 
weapons to Syria except for 
hard currency, which Syria 
then hardly possessed. But 
as a consequence of Saudi 
funding and tadt U.S. sup- 
port, Syria has been able to 
acquire quality weapons for 
hard cash. According to 
Israeli commentators, tiie 
countries now selling Syria 
high-quality weapons pre- 
viously unobtainable from 
tiie USSR are primarily 
Russia, other states of foe 
former USSR and North 
Korea. There can be no 
doubt that foe Syrian army 
is now much better o ' 
ped than it was when 
depended on Soviet sup- 
plies. 


ly, Israel is doing exactly 
foe same, buttressing its 
militar y and strategic stand- 
ing so as to simultaneously 

negotiate from a position of 
*» 


It is the new strai 
parity which has led 


plained why, as Ben Yishay 

m g 

years when the USSR and 


put 


tea wny 
it, “dc 


uring the lot 


its satellites supported 
Syria, it could not really 
advance towards strategic 
parity with Israel.” 1 would 
that Soviet pofides 
, at least since foe 1962 
Cuban crisis, been secretly 
coordinated with tbe U.S. 
Things deteriorated in this 
respect under Gorbachev 


i establishment to be- 
lieve in foe sincerity of 
Syria's wish for peace. Pro- 
fessor Mosfae Ma’oz, who 
has access to the Israeli 
security services, said in 
Yedfor on Sept. 23 that 
“although Syria keeps 
arming itself wfb weapons 
which can be lethal to ns, its 
daira that tbe purpose of 
these armaments is strictly 
defensive is eminently 
credible. After all, Syria 
needs to deter Iraq. And its 
need to deter Israel is very 
modi greater. It needs, to 
avoid a repeat of tbe 1982 
invasion of Lebanon and to 
ppodnet negotiations from a 
position of strength. Right- 


How reliable will the 
UJS. be? 

Ma’oz adds that Israeli 
mflitaiy strength is derived 
partly from U.S. supplies of 
modern weaponry deliber- 
ately intended “to provide 
Israel with superiority over 
all neighbouring Arab . 
states together." Bat beis 
aware that U.S. support for ■ 
Israel is conditional on 
Israel’s wflfingness to coot- ' 
(finale its policies with file 
U.S. “Once Israel gives 
away.the Golan Heights to 
Syria, foe U.S., as it has 
promised, wfll keep sup- 
plying the Israeli army with 
tiw mort sophisticated mod- 
ern weaponry in abund- 
ance, so that It may retain 
its strategic superiority over 
the entire Middle East even 
m peace time;” Yet I doubt 
whether this is what Mr. 
Assad wants. 

Amir Oren (Davar, Sept. 
30) agrees with Ben-YIshay 
'that until 1991 tiie Amer- 
icans, regardless of what 
they officially declared, 
didn’t want Israel to with- 
draw from the Golan 
Heights. It was Syrian parti- 
cipation against Iraq which 
changed American atti- 
tudes. Mr. Oren' discussed 
Israeli relations with Syria, 
against tiie background of 
steady reductions in the 
U.S. defence budget and 
tiie decrease of presidential 
under Mr. Cfinton. 
other Israeli com- 
mentators assume that' 
Israel may be generously 
rewarded by the UA for 
any accord with Syria, Mr. 
Oren believes that when the 
U.S. defence budgets are: 
being cut, it may be difficult 
to persuade Congress to 
grant Israel the bogesums it ’ 
has come to expect- 

Mri Oren admits that 
“President Clinton loves 
Israel effasiydy and. loves 


even more American voters 
who support Israel.” But he 
warns that “Cfinton is be- 
coming ever weaker as 
president, to the point that 
his wishes are being less and 
less taken into account.” 
Mr. Oren anticipates that, 
“in 1994-97 no responsible 
Israeli prime minister and 
defence minister can rest at 
ease that Mr. Assad would 


— , jf; nor 

expect that foe Israeli army 
would win a quick, easy and 
cheap victory; nor hope for 
a war in which Israel could 
accomplish more than with- 
out fighting it.” 

Mr. Oren uses this argu- 
ment against the opponents 
of withdrawal from the 
Golan who really want a 
war with Syria, in order to 
let “the Israeli army tairg 
advantage of its deploy- 
ment on the Golan and win 
a qnick victory. This 
assumption, however, 
ignores such factors as the 
loss of morale of civifians in 
tiie rear and of the troops 
on tiie front as soon as they 
.realise that tiie war is un- 
necessary. And above all 
else, it ignores the fact that 
the Israeli army cannot 
fight a protracted war with- 
out having its indispensable 
supplies renewed.” 

In conclusion, it can be 
said, that tiie two most im- 
portant factors prompting 
Israel to mate an effort to 
reach accommodation with 
Syria are their new strategic 
parity and Syria's Saudi 
funding with presumed 
U.S. backing. Israel's milit- 
ary and intelligence leaders, 
foolish as ever, were not 
aware of the build-up of 
Syrian strategic strength un- 
til it was too late. Only now 
is Israel, for foe first time, 
prepared to negotiate a 
genuine deal with Syria. It 
is a moot question whether, 
foe deal can bt concluded, 
but if -it is sot, Israeli, lead- 
ers now know foal the re- 
sult wi& not be an easy war 
of the sort they used to be 
able to wags. • 

Middle-East International 
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Arab economic structure cracks under low oil prices 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Low 
pi! prices have caused cracks 
in the Arab economic after 
decades of state domination 
and a reluctance by govern* 
mems to acknowledge the 
private sector's role in de- 
velopment. 

Several Arab nations have 
embarked on sweeping re- 
forms to tackle persistent 
economic woes and experts 
expect such programmes to 
gain momentum because of 
encouraging results and 
slackening aid from fellow oil 
producing countries. 

In the oil-rich Gulf, low oil 
income has jolted Saudi Ara- 


bia and its neighbours out of 
previous lavish spending, 
forcing them to slash expend- 
iture, remove subsidies and 
'hike services fees. 

“The Arab economic struc- 
ture is undergoing dramatic 
changes because of the de- 
cline in oil prices in the past 
years and expectations they 
will not see major improve- 
ment in the near future,” a 
Gulf economist said. 

“Oil and non-oil countries 
now realise the only way to . 
offset such a decline is to 
reshape such a structure, 
which has been characterised 
by government control, tigit 


economic policies and lack of 
incentives.” he added. 

Arab states have suffered 
most from the drop in erode 
prices as oil is the main 
source of their income. 

But for non-oil members. 


oil producers which has 
pluxnmetted to less than one 
fifth of its level in the early 
1980s, when it averaged 
around $5 billion a year. 

The drop in oil prices has 
slashed total Arab oil earn- 
ings to around $90 billion a 
year from a record $212 bil- 


lion in 1981, when crade 
prices were above $30 a bar- 
rel. hi 1986, earnings dipped 
to S53 billion as prices col- 
lapsed to below 510. 

Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, 
Jordan and other Arab 
League nations have carried 
out reforms including priva- 
tisation. improvement of in- 
vestment laws, freeing of cur- 
rency exchange and introduc- 
tion of incentives for indust- 
rial projects with others plan- 
ning to follow suit. 

In the Gulf, home to 60 per 
cent of the world's oil, Saudi 
Arabia cut its 1995 spending 
by nearly six per cent over 


1994 and 25 per cent over 
1993. It also raised prices of 
petroleum products and ser- 
vices fees mid is planning to 
privatise key public institu- 
tions. 

Oman and Bahrain trim- 
med expenditure while simi- 
lar cuts are expected in 
Kuwait, Qatar and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. They 
have also announced reform 
plans involving billions of 
dollars in sell-offs. 

“It has become apparent 
that there is no going back to 
reforms as they arc producing 
results and are the only way 
to revive Arab economies. I 


think reform programmes 
trill gam momentum in the 
commg years,” a Gulf banker 


According to official fi- 
gures, the reforms have 
pushed up the Arab economy 
since being effectively im- 
plemented around five years 
ago. 

The combined gross 
domestic product (GDP) in- 
creased by 5.2 per cent 
annually in real terms be- 
tween 1990 and the 1992 can- 
pared with 1.9 per cent between 
1986 and 1989. 

The increase occurred de- 
spite negative growth rates in 


Saudi budget based on $14 a barrel, expert says 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has conservatively estimated 
its oil revenues this year on 
the basis of a $14 a barrel 
weighted average price for 
exports of about seven mil- 
lion barrels per day, a Saudi 
expert has said. 

“Basically the (1995) 
budget is calculated on a 
weighted average of $14 a 
barrel,'* the well-placed ex- 


pert said. 

He said Riyadh would 
probably earn more than 
from its oil in 1995 after 
sufering a sharp drop in in- 
come in 1994 when prices fell 
below a budgeted weighted 
average of about $14.50 a 
barrel. 

“Every price rise of $1 a 
barrel means an increase in 
(Saudi) revenue by about 


$2.5 billion a year,** he 
added. 

According to Reuter cal- 
culations, the weighted aver- 
age for Saudi crudes in 1994 
was about $14 a barrel. 

Thfe weighted average is 
now about $14.90 a barrel — 
which could provide the king- 
dom with a nice bonus if the 
price is maintained or goes 
higher during the year. 


The $14 figure is below 
estimated given since the 
budget was announced Sun- 
day. 

A diplomat in Riyadh who 
monitors Saudi oil policy has 
estimated that the budget was 
based on a weighted average 
price for Saudi crude of $15 a 
barrel. One Saudi official 
said earlier he thought it 
might be based on $14.50. 


The Saudi expert told Reu- 
ters from Riyadh that Saudi 
Arabia has traditionally been 
“very conservative*' in its 
price estimates “‘except for 
last year it was below fore- 
cast. Last year was a very bad 
situation for most of the 
year.” 

“We could see better 
prices this year,” he added. 

Saudi Arabia is the world's 


with a daily output of about 
eight million barrels, of 
which about seven million 
goes for export. 

The expert said the budget 
announced estimates oil re- 
venues at about $33 billion. 
The budget, which carries a 
deficit of $4 billion, forecast 
total revneues of $36 billion. 


‘The risk is for further dollar strength against yen, European currencies’ 


I he following report, covering tbe period from Dec. 29, 
1994 until Jan. 4, 1995, is provided by Naser Nabobs \ 
private client group, Merrill Lynch — Dubai 

Currency outlook 

Overview 

Fundamental View: The dollar has experienced some volatil- 
ity in thin markets during the holiday season, having moved 
up to the JPY/USD 101 and DM/USD 1.56 levels. With U.S. 
consumer confidence at a 4 V4 year high and U.S. growth 
close to 4 per cent, the dollar is gaining increasing support 
from expectations of further Fed tightening in 1995. 

Although we have not changed our 12-month targets of 
JPY/USD 92 and DM/USD 1.55, it increasingly appears that 
the risk is for further dollar strength against both the yen and 
the European currencies for the next 3-to-6 months. Dollar 
strength and recovery overseas would eventually help 
prompt rate hikes in Japan and Germany, bnt U.S. officials 
look increasingly serious about using dollar strength as a tool 
for cooling off the economy. 

Technical View: The U.S. dollar was generally weak against 
most of the world’s major currencies during the week ended 
Dec. 30. As a result, the dollar index experienced its largest 
week-to-week loss since June. For 1994 as a whojg, however, 
tbe index fell 8.4 per cent, this was the first year-to-year 
decline since 1990. At this point, the index has still only 
managed to challenge — but not penetrate — resistance in 
the 89.00-91.00 area. In addition, sentiment described as 
being overbought, while short term momentum has been 
off an overbought condition. Moreover, the recent 
below J89.00 was a good sign that a correction is 
underway. 

Thus, while medium term momentum is still constructive 
(indicating that higher rally highs are still likely in coming 
weeks) current weakness is likely a short term event in the 
context of the still developing uptrend. Although benchmark 
support remains at 84.91, most of the nearby support exists 
in the 86.80-87.90 range. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental View: The dollar has rallied to the JPY/USD 
101 level in thin trading around the New Year’s holiday. As 
we have noted in recent weeks, an increasingly compelling 
case can be made that the dollar has bottomed against the 
yen with the Fed having moved decisively towards restrictive 
monetary policy while Japan’s economy remains far below 
full employment. With at least two more rounds of Fed 
tightening expected in coming months, the U.S.-Japan 
short-term interest rate differential should continue to move 
in favour of the dollar in the near term. While Japan's 
current account surplus remains a long-term problem for the 
dollar, the fa ct that it appears to be shrinking could also help 
bolster short-term, speculative capital flows out of the yen 


and into the dollar. 

Thus, for the next three -to-six months, it looks increasing- 
ly likely that the dollar will move towards JPY/USD 105 or 
perhaps a bit higher as interest-rate dynamics ou (weight the 
current account factor in exchange rate calculations. We 
continue to look for the dollar to trade down to the 
JPY/USD 92 level on a 12-month view, but now believe that 
the risk is for further dollar strength for the next 3-to-6 
months. 

Technical View: The Japanese yen gained 0.6 per cent 
vervus the U.S. dollar during the week ended Dec. 30 and 
gained 12. 1 per cent during 1994. Sentiment is oversold. This 
would still allow for an upcoming penetration of 100.80- 
101.80 Y-U.S.S support; such a move would set tbe stage for 
further weakness to 105-107. With the above in mind, 
resistance at 96-97 continues to be an important focal point. 

Dentschemark 

Fundamental View: The dollar held steady against the 
Deutschemark trading around DM/USD 1.56. It looks 
increasingly dear that the dollar has bottomed against the 
mark now that the market has gained confidence in the 
Fed.’s inflation fighting credentials. For most of this year, 
markets have regarded the Fed as being “behind the curve” 
on inflation and consequently investors preferred to hold 
marks rather than dollars. Market participants now seem 
more inclined to believe that the Fed is serious in its turn 
toward a more restrictive monetary policy. In addition, 
interest rate differentials are moving in favour o! the dollar. 
Since August, tbe spread between the U.S. and German 
three-month rates has gone from near flat to a 125 basis point 
spread in favour of the U.S. By June 1995, the market’s 
expecting that this spread : wiU widen to 200 basis points. 

An important wild card for the dollar is whether or not the 
massive amounts of capital outflows from U.S. deposit rales 
in the U.S. rise. If outflows slow, as expected, the dollar 
should stabilise. If capital outflows actually reverse as 
Americans try to repatriate their foreign investments, the 
dollar could conceivably rally further. 

We are optimistic about the dollar’s prospects against the 
DM and expect tbe dollar to trade in the DM/USD 
1.55-to-1.60 range over the next 12 months. The Deutsche- 
mark should however be strong on the European crosses, 
with political uncertainties besieging some of the European 
countries like France and Italy while fiscal burdens weigh 
down other European countries like S-. jden and Denmark. 

Technical View: The Deutschemark gained 1.8 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar last week and is attempting to 
decisively below post-February 1994 uptrend channel. The 
mark advanced 12.0 per cent for 1994. Sentiment has moved 
into oversold territory. Momentum still seems to have the 
potential to remain under pressure until late January or early 
February. These points suggest that a potentially important 
medium term top is in place. 

Although the 1.58 DM/U.S.S level still has to be moni- 
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tored as important support, further weakness through 1.595 
would lay the groundwork for a move toward 1.64-1.68. 
Benchmark resistance remains at 1.486, but there is in- 
tervening resistance near 1.54. 

Against the yen, the D-mark gained 1.3 per cent last week 
(ana was essentially unchanged for the year). Medium term 
oscillators have been under pressure since mid October, but 
there are initial signs that momentum is beginning to firm up 
(even though they are not yet oversold). This potentially 
important change wQl have to be monitored closely in 
coming weeks. Support exists at 59-60, with resistance 
coming in above 66-50. 

Poand starting 

Fundamental View: Tbe poundmade some gains against the 
U.S.S and tbe Duetscfaemark, rising to USD/GBP 1-56 and 
DM/GBP 2.43. U.K. fundamentals continue to look good. 
While underlying inflation — retail price inflation less 
mortgage interest payments — picked up a little, rising to 2 3 
per cent in November following October’s low of 2 per cent 
— tiie lowest level in 27 years. Inflati on still remains in tbe 
lower half of the Chancellor's 1-4 per cent target range. Real 
GDP rose 4.2 per cent in the third quarter following a 4.1 per 
cent increase for the second quarter and growth for 1994 
should average an impressive 3.7 per cent. 

However, with very little spare capacity left in the U.K. 
economy, inflation is likely to begin picking up soon and our 
London-based economists expect base rates to be increased 
by another 50 basis points sometime in the second quarter of 
1995. Germany is expected to shift to a Ins accommodative 
monetary policy by the middle of next year. However, 
German officials rate — the Lombard and discount rates — 
are expected to remain unchanged during the Tiret half of 
1995 and that should widen the short-term interest drffermi 1 ' 
rial between Germany and the U.K. 

We therefore took for the pound to appreciate against the 
mark to DM/GBP 2.50 in 12-month’s time and we expect the 
pound to follow the mark higher against the dollar to our 
12-month forecast of USD/GBP 1.61. One risk for the 
pound, though, is political unc ertain ty in U.K. Prime 
Minister John Major’s grip on the Conservative majority Is ' 
rather tenons and polls indicate that Conservatives would 
lose a parliamentary election if one were held tins year. 

TechndaJ View: Tbe British pound advanced 1.2 per cent 
versus the U.S. dollar during the week ended Dec. 30. The 
currency posted a 5.8 per cent net gain Ecu 1994. Sentiment 
continues to imporve and is now oversold. Momentum is 
weak and has the potential to remain so until Februaiy. 
Import a nt nearby support exists down to 1.526 U.S.S/L, and 
a break below that level would allow for a test of the January 
low at $1,456. Resistance exists near $1.58, then $1,645. 

Against the DM, sterling fen 0.6 percent last week and 5.6 
per cent for the year.' Momentum bas peaked, suggesting 
that the rally since September is over. Resistance exists at 
2.465, and nearby support exists at 2.41., 



“I’m washing all the dentaJ floss we 
used this week. Do I use the 
‘delicate* cycle?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD CAME 
f by Hwiri Arnold and MUm Argkfon 


UnsoamOfs these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo torm 
lour ordinary wonts. 


YALFE 


CINEE 


LUSSTY 


SMURTE 


Answer here: THE \ 



Yesterdays 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
tom the surprise answer, as sug> 
geeted by the above cartoon. 


(Answers Monday) 
WINNOW MWGU= 


Jumbles FORGO FIFTY WINNOW MINGLE 
Answer. WTty me watchmaker dfejtft get The rafsw — * 
HIS TIMING WAS OFF 


Iraq, Kuwait and other re- 
gional ofl producers due to 
toe 1991 Gulf war. 

- The figu res showed toe 
-bod^i^drtmh<m-oflArab 
states was cut to $6.28 billion 
in 1992 from $10billioQ.in 
1987. The cut was mainly due 
to a rise in revenues to $38.7 
billion from $26.6 billion. 

Although toeir trade ba- 
lance continued to suffer a 
gap, the' overall balance Of 
payments recorded a surplus 
of around $6.44 billion in 
1986 compared with $1-2 bil- 
lion in 1987. . . 

A report by the Arab Eco- 
nomic Unity Council showed 


the reforms were also attract- 
ing part of toe Arab overseas* 
funds, estimated at $600 to 

$800 billiozi in real estate, 
stocks and banks deposits, 
mostly in the West. 

-“There has been a surge in 
Arab capital inflow -in. the 
past few liberalisation, of 
trade and financial policies, 
and other measures, the re- 
port said. 

It estimated such- an inflow 
at around $21 billion between 
1989 and 1991 and said tbe 
Arab League's 22 members 
had the capacity to absorb up 
to $995 billion in investment 
until toe year 2030. 


rtonric Unity Council showed ;until the year 2tHO. 


Record inflat ion batters 
Tu rkish premier’s promises 


ANKARA (R) — Three 
years after Prime Minister. 
Tansu Oner’s conserva tives 
came to power p romising to 
tame Itariaey*s 65 per cent 

I inflation, price increases 
surged to record-breaking tri- 
Pfe togits. 

oC Sta- 
tistics has said, that the 
wholesale price index — the 
indicator the government 
uses to measure inflation — 
soared 8.3 per cent last 
month, hitting 149.6 per cent 
for 1994. 

Year-on-year consumer 
price inflation was 125.5 per 
cent, it said. Both figures 
were tiie highest on record. 

Economists blamed tbe 
sharp irises on public sector 
price lakes in late November 
mid early December. The in- 
creases had been. delated., 
ahead of a key by-election 
that was later cancelled by 
the c o ns ti t u tional co u rt. 

Faruk Sekuk of Bilkent 
Uni v ersi ty and the price rises 
would c ontinu e to push up 
inflation by some two per 


cent in January. “Monthly 
inflation is lower than I ex- 
pected: They dost reflect all 
of the price bikes,” he said. . 

Turkey raised prices of key 
goods and services, indudmg 
sugar and petrol, by some 20 
per cent in the past two 
mouths. 

Ms. Cfller, then an econo- 
mics professor, was the 
arc h itect of her True Path 
Party’s (DYP) programme to 
lower inflation to less than 10 
per cent within 500 days, 
from December 1991. 

The promises helped carry 
the DYP to victory in the 
1991 elections and landed 
Mb. eater’s a seat as eco- 
nomy minister. She assumed 
the party’s chair and became 
prime minister in June 1993 
when her predecesso r , Suley- 
man DesnirdL, was elected 
president. 

Ms. Ciller now says die 


to 22^ per emit at end-1995, 
but economists’ forecasts 
range between 65 per cent 
ana 100 per cent 
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FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: With Venus moving into Sagittarius 
and the Aries Moon Dining Jester your morning is very wefl 
aspected and yon should be able to accomplish a lot of the errands 
you have to complete on your long list. 

AMKfli (March 21 to April 19) Tdk over plans for tiie future with 
your loved ones. Avoid an irate bigwig. Handle whatever your mate 
has expected of yon foe some time. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Know what it is your partners want 
of you and come to a fine understanding. This is a good day to maid 
up *e ego of a partner. 


you greater 
. Avoid any 


GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) Dp whatever wffl gain you greater 
benefits from your tasks you have agreed to "wnffa* 1 Avoid any 
temperamental outbursts. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July. 21) Yon may be under tense 
conditions today, so try to get into something pleasant and find refief 
you need for peace of mud. 


assodates^^fidends,^ mnchcan'be Mxo^^^ofaconstrw^ive 
nature now. Show that you are clever. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Confer with fioancia! experts 
who can give you right advice about how to add to your present 
assets ana be very s u ccessful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) This is a good day to find 
better ways of advancing in your career and to make new 
associations. A good day to make arrangements for a trip. 
SAGITTARIUS: {November 22 to December 21) Flan how to do 
your regular activities more efficiently so that you can advance more 
quickly. Don’t neglect your weekly marketing. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You have a fine plan 
and getting partners to agree to it will be easy. Visit with dose 
friends and drive carefully on tiie highway. . 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Any business affairs you 
have in mind will work out weti if yon put your energy into it. Be 
efficient, you are being watched by some bigwig. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You fed inspired this morning 
and can gam your more qin d d y rt»n usual. Be' romantic with 
the one you love. 

Birthstone of January: Garnet — - Rose Quartz 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 
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Construction 
sector had 

JD 258 m of 
business 
last year 


irtr Official statistics show 
that die business volume in 
the contracting sector was JD 
258 millio n last year. Jorda- 
nian contractors had a JD 107. 
million share of the amount 
while seven foreign contrac- 
tors took the remaining JD 
151 million. According to 
Mohammad Murad, presi- 
dent of the association of 
contractors, the number of 
contractors licensed and reg- 
istered at the association has 
risen to 1,320, with a capital 
of JD 650 million. Mr. Murad 
pointed out that bank credits 
ta the contracting sector have 
risen from JD 514 million at 
the end of 1993 to JD 670 
million at the end of August 

1994. He added that the con- 
tracting sector accounts for 
20 per cent of the Kingdom's 
gross domestic product and 
employs about 18 per cent of 
the total workforce (Al 
Aswaq). 

☆☆Ajloun castle was visited 
by nearly 220,000 people in 
1994; 144,000 visitors were 
Jordanian, 40,200 were Arab 
and 35300 were other visi- 
tors (Al Dustour). 

■trtr The Arab Potash Com- 
pany recorded a JD 25 mil- 
lion profit last year and hopes 
to raise the figure to 35 mil- 
lion in 1995. The company 
’ produced 135 million tonnes 
of potash in 1994 and soy 
1,516,600 tonnes worth $3$2 
million the APC seeks to 
increase production to 1.7 
million tonnes which trans- 
lates into JD 160 million in 

1995. Such a volume would 
result in JD 35 million profit 
(Al Ra’i). 

The Ministry of Supply 
will this week distribute 
American rice to the market 
to be sold only at the free 
price of JD 0.380 a kilogram- 
me, The ministry is currently 
supplying the market with 
Chinese rice which sells at JD 
0.380 at the free market price 
and 190 fils at the subsidised 
price. The subsidised Chinese 
rice is replacing the Viet- 
namese rice which the minis- 
try was selling last year (Al 
Dustour). 

'trtr The cabinet accepted the 
resignation of Jamal Bdour 
from the post of director- 
general of the Jordan Coop- 
erative Organisation (Al 
Dusiout). 

^☆Dairy producers resorted 
to reducing the profit margin 
of retailers by 10 fils after 
winning a price rise of 15 fils 
1 from the Ministry of Supply. 
Retailers complain that re- 
ducing their profit margin 
does not cover their cooling 
and management expenses 
and they may either stop 
selling dairy products or 
violate the price fixed by the 
ministry (Al Dustour). 

■AtV The “peace highway," 
the road that will link north- 
ern Ghor to Southern Ghor 
and stretch until Aqaba will 
be official opened at the end 
of this month. This interna- 
tional highway cost JD 18 
million and took eight years 
to complete (AJ Aswaq). 

; irh The Australian Meat and 
Livestock corporation 
opened a regional office in 
Amman. The office is the 
i second regional office in the 
i Middle East after the 
i Bahrain office. According to 
! an embassy official, tbc 
: choice of Amman was made 
| mostly because of its stability 
I and security (Al Aswaq). 

1 

I Cement sold in the local 
> market last year amounted to 
1 2.53 million tonnes. Exports 
I amounted to 887,023 tonnes, 
}9 per cent more than the 
11993 figure (Al Ra’i). 

£ * Israel’s tourism minister 
told members of the Knesset 
j*at 13.000 Israelis visited 
I Jordan and spent about $12 
imillion since the signing of 
line peace treaty between the 
/two countries (Al Dustour) 
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Consultants: Return of 
investor confidence 
critical for gold 


LONDON (R) — The return 
of investor confidence to the 
gold market will be the main 
influence on prices in 1995, 
consultants Gold Fields 
Mineral Services' (GFMS) 
said in a report. 

Disillusioned investors un- 
loaded an estimated 218 ton- 
nes of the yellow metal as its 
price failed to rise daring the 
second half of last year, 
GFMS said in a second up- 
date to its gold 1994 report. 

“The main influence on 
investor sentiment was the 
series of interest rate in- 
creases in the United States 
which diverted funds from 
gold due to the resulting 
higher returns in the money 
markets and also enhanced 
the Federal Reserve’s anti- 
inflation credentials," the re- 
port said. 

‘The possibility of inves- 
tors returning to the gold 
market will be determined in 
large measure by the success 
or otherwise of the attempts 
the world’s monetary au- 
, critics to control rising in- 
flationary pressures,” it 
added. 

The series of six-U.S. in- 
terest rate rises sparked 
doubts over gold's ability to 
get over S400 per ounce late 
last year. 

Higher interest rates make 
□on-interest yielding gold less 
attractive as an investment 
compared to interest bearing 
bonds or securities. 

GFMS chief executive Ste- 
wart Murray remained 
reasonably sanguine about 
investment in the gold mar- 
ket. “If centra] banks do not 
come back as sellers, the 
market is not likely to find 
another 200 tonnes of (inves- 
tor) dishoarding in 1995.’’ He 
sold only 46 tonnes compared 
to 519 tonnes in 1993 and 602 


% 


tonnes the previous yea r. 

World gold supply fell an 
estimated 11 per cent last 
year to 3,156 tonnes against 
3344 tonnes in 1993, based 
on GFMS figures to end 
November. 

Without disgruntled inves- 
tors selling thevr gold back to 
the market, gold would have 
been in short supply last year, 
the report said. 

Jewellery demand showed 
a 14 per'cent rise in the 
second half of 1994 after fall- 
ing due to high prices in 1993 
and steadying during the first 
six months of last year. 

Estimated 1994 demand 
was 2,469 tonnes, down one 
per cent full year 1993. The 
second-half rise in jewellery 
sector demand came despite 
prices showing a three per 
cent rise compared with the 
same period in 1993, accord- 
ing to GFMS. 

Electronics industry 
offtake increased four per 
cent to an estimated 191 ton- 
nes. Sales of commemorative 
coins fell 40 per cent to an 
estimated 72 tonnes. 

But falls coming in North 
America (477 tonnes versus 
485.4 tonnes) and South Afri- 
ca (587 tonnes from 619.5 
tonnes). 

South Africa’s lower out- 
put was due to labour unrest 
surrounding the country’s 
first all-race election in April, 
according to the GFMS re- 
port. 

Gold production in the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States was estimated at 
250 tonnes compared with 
244 tonnes previously while 
Chinese production was 
calculated at 135 tonnes 
against 127 tonnes in 1993. 

Higher gold production 
was also noted in Asia, Latin 
America and Australia. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and. selling 
rates for ‘ leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange- and 
bullion markets Friday. 


U.S. S1.00 costs 1.4018/28 
1.5506/16 
1.7380/90 
1.3036/46 
31.91/95 
5.3500/50 
1621.8/2.8 
101.03/13 
7.5025/25 
6.7650/00 
6.0925/75 

One sterling $1.5638/48 
One ounce of gold $375.80/376.30 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian Hre 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


New Year hopes, Cabinet 
change boost share prices 


By a Jordan Times staff 
reporter 

AMMAN — New Year 
hopes and anticipations 
attached to the change in 
government boosted prices at 
the Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) in investors has 
turned upbeat although the 
volume in turnover was low, 
brokers said Friday. 

The weekly report of stock 
market said turnover for the 
week ending Thursday was 
JD 4.5 million, down 41.6 per 
cent from the previous 
week's JD 7.5 million. But 
the general share price index 
based on 60 major companies 
closed at 145 points, up 1.4 
points or one per cent from 
the week's opening, indicat- 
ing an improvement in all 
sectors. 

The separate sector indices 
showed that the services sec- 
tor gained 3.3 points, or 2.5 
per cent, industrial sector by 

1.7 points, or 1.3 per cent, 
and commercial banks and 
financial institutions by 0.9 
points, or 0.6 per cent. The 
insurance sector index 
opened and closed without 
change. 

Industrial stock accounted 
for JD 2.44 million, or 54.3 
per cent, of the turnover, 
followed by the services sec- 
tor with JD 1.18 million, or 
26.3 per cent, commercial 
banks with JD 840.000. or 

18.7 per cent, and insurance 
stock with JD 31,000 or 0.7 


per cent. 

The AFM report said 2.1 
million shares changed hands 
under 2,739 contracts con- 
cluded during the week. 

Shares of 81 companies 
were traded during the week, 
with 45 of them closing with 
gains, 21 with losses and 15 
remaining unchanged. 

Brokers attributed the rise 
in prices to optimism among 
investors that the New Year 
would bring in better times 
after a largely disappointing 
1994 and hopes ai latched to 
the change in government. 

Rumours of the change in 
government were rife in the 
market for weeks, brokers 
said. “Investors do not 
actually wait for things to 
happen before acting upon 
expectations," said one brok- 
er, who, like other AFM 
dealers, cannot be identified 
by name under standing mar- 
ket regulations. “After all. 
speculation is a game of anti- 
cipation.” 

Many brothers believe that 
the volume of trading and 
prices in the market would 
continue on an upward trend 
at least for several weeks 
even without seeing any 
dramatic economic moves by 
the government. 

In general, investors see 
the transition of government 
from Abdul Salam MajaJi to 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker as a 
signal for a better economic 
climate with significant 
changes in approaches to the 


new opportunities available 
in the wake of peace with 
Israel. 

“Optimism is high that the 
government would move 
swiftly to cut down on 
bureaucracy and open the 
door wider for reforms for a 
free market economy," said 
the broker. “They ai» hope 
that there would be better 
coordination among the va- 
rious authorities handling 
economic and financial issues 
and this would benefit the 
private sector." 

“Investors have also taken 
note of the infrastructure 
projects proposed in the 
(draft) budget (for 1995),” 
said another broker. "Given 
that the government remains 
the main player in economy 
in Jordan, investors are bet- 
ting that the proposed pro- 
jects would lead to increased 
economic activity for the pri- 
vate sector and hence part of 
the optimism." 

“The momentum in the 
market could be sustained if 
the government makes actual 
progress towards realising the 
projects,” added the broker. 
“That will be one way of 
maintaining the improvement 
in the market as enthusiasm 
starts to drop after three or 
four weeks. 

“But if projects remain on 
paper without moves towards 
their implementation, then 
the market would suffer and 
prices could tumble." he 
pointed out. 


UAE tightening regulations 
on insurance industry 


ABU DHABI (R) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is tightening regula- 
tion of its insurance industry 
by requiring firms to raise 
their capital base, insurers 
and an economist have said. 

The economic official told 
Reuters that the UAE in the 
next few months will raise the 
minimum capital require- 
ment for insurance firms to 
50 million dirhams <$13.6 
million) from 10 . million 
dirhams ($2.7 million)." 

Companies will have five 
years to comply with the rule, 
proposed last year. The UAE 
Central Bank introduced a 
similar rule in 1993 aimed at 
strengthening the banking 
sector. 

“The government has reg- 
ulated the insurance industry 
more in the last two or three 
years. It used to be chaotic 
but it is getting better. We 
believe the stronger the laws, 
the better." said Muwaffaq 
Ghazi, general manager of 


Emirates Insurance Co. 

“1 see the government 
working really hard to raise 
the insurance industry to in- 
ternational standards," be 
added. 

Emirates Insurance is one 
of four companies used exclu- 
sively by the emirate of Abu 
Dhabi, a major oil producer, 
to insure its assets and cover 
new projects. 

The others are Abu Dhabi 
National Insurance Company 
(ADNIQ, Al Dhafra Insur- 
ance Company and Al Ain 
Ahlia Insurance. 

There are 55 insurance 
firms and brokerages in the 
UAE. The big firms focus on 
public business, construction 
and marine insurance while 
the small tend to compete for 
fire 2nd motor insurance. 

The total value of the UAE 
market in net premiums was 
around 1.7 billion dirhams 
($463 tniiliOQ) in 1993, 
according to a study this 
week by state-owned Emi- 


rates Indnstrial Bank 
(EI3). 

The study said this was 
small compared to the UAE’s 
1993 GDP of 131.4 billion 
($35.74 billion), adding: “It is 
clear that the... industry is 
still at the initial stage of 
development." 

The EEB said certain areas 
of insurance such as liability 
had not taken off in the UAE 
-because “there has beern no 
concomitant evolution in the 
surrounding legal environ- 
ment.” 

One insurance company 
official said professionals like 
doctors, architects and en- 
gineers were not obliged to 
take out indemnity insur- 
ance, although some were 
choosing to. 

“There is a general law 
which talks about property 
and liability but the imple- 
mentation of the law in some 
areas is not strict," said the 
official, who asked not to be 
aamed. 



FOR RENT 

i Many apartments and villas 
! furnished and unfurnished, 
j We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and bidding lots 


Commercial and 
U — residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
TeL 810805/810809 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


A SECURE 

FLAT.O.TEL 

Sweiflyeh 




Flat.OTEL 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPrTAUTY 
^"GASTRONOMY 


All Suites Flat O .Tel 

£ a o j_iL_ 9 4-aJ-aj 

ApImo f t AjSjIa CiU4i 

863944 - 816690 


Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 



r alentiiiQ 


RESTAURANT 



AjrtQuui - iW'i cirdc 
. . Pim-.il. Yu \o kyib V.'VY 
. I I I .: (.54205 



For Your Stay in Am 

m Quality Furnished Flats 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circla 

674563 • 674551 




Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 


REAL ESTATE 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 




(fat 



Td ^92505, 691146 /ExL 116 
Fax: 699080 , WasfiAJ-TelSL 
Abu Hat commercial center 
Second floor 






5ZEEHW4N GARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


Weal 

SkfBad 


Foods 

Chefs 


I opes [ 

Taka away Is available 

5haf AtAnb Street 
Um Uft&nah ComwaH Cento 

Tel.: 881174 
(face Tested AhMyi Loved 


a 



MING-SHING 

Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - Amencan 
Embassy Sir. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - 11:30 pjn. 
TeL: 881838 




STUDIO HAIG 

1 Advertisement 11 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

in 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
slam 30% terser 

j c^iSi 


m r .^ T 


ment io x 30 cm 

" 

Shmetsani ■. Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefiefa tel: 823891 



MS A Vis 

Elite Dance Pub 

At o- 


T 


A $mall 
‘. price. 
to pay; for . r 
Suc.cess^tl' 





4ut t !(vi ~ 

y.v cue: ' ' 

Reslauruni 


Sweifiyeh 


863944 


8-1 6690 

Sweifiyeh 









































































ts 



Reigning champion Cowboys open playoffs 


DALLAS (AFP) — Receiver 
Michael Irvin scoffs at a U.S. 
magazine cover prodaiming 
“Dallas is dead,” vowing the 
.Cowboys will win their third 
straight Super Bowl before 
this month is over. 

“We will do it. 1 promise,” 
Irvin said. “We will go to die 
Super Bowl. We wifi get our 
third straight. We will do 
something no other learn has 
done." 

The Cowboys play host to 
Green Bay Sunday in a 
National Football League 
(NFL) quarter-final game. 
Other playoff games find Chi- 
cago at San Francisco and 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh 
Saturday plus Miami at San 
Diego Sunday. 

Sport magazine's declara- 
tion of San 'Francisco as the 
NFL title favourite over the 
Cowboys was made into a 
poster that hangs in the Dal- 
las locker room. The 49ers 
had the league's best record, 
beating Dallas in the process. 

Dallas defeated Green Bay 
42-31 in November, with star 
rusher Emin Smith gaining 
133 yards on 32 carries. The 
Packers kept NFL rushing 
leader Barry Sanders to 
minus-! yard last week to 
eliminate Detroit. 

“I was very surprised at 
what they did to Bzny and I 
applaud them for it,"’ Smith 
said. “I'm sure they will try to 
shut me down the same way. 
They probably think there's 
no reason the’v can't do it to 


Dallas had a first-round 


bye before faring the Pack- 
ers. making the Cowboys an- 


ers. making the Cowboys an- 
xious for action. 

“I expea us to play with a 
lot more emotion," Smith 
said. “We know what’s at 
stake. We don't want anyone 
kicking our behinds.” 

San Francisco might be the 
team to do it in the NFL 
semi-finals, provided they get 
past the visiting Bears. 

Chicago coach Dave 
Wannstedr, an assistant for 
Dallas two years ago. knows 
the unlikely task his team 
faces against the NFL 
regular-season champions. 

“We're such a big under- 
dog that we might have to 
take some chances” he said. 
“We have to find a way to 
move the ball and stop them. 
We have to play the best we 
have ail season and make a 
couple of breaks happen. ” 

San Francisco's Steve 
Young was the NFL's top- 
rated passer, completing 324 
of 461 tosses for 3.969 yards 
and 35 touchdowns while 
being picked off only 10 
times. 

NFL career touchdown 
leader Jerry Rice is his 
favourite target, with Ricky 
Watters handling the rushing 
chores for the 49ers (13-3). 

“I'm excited about the 
opportunity we have." 
Young said. “It really is the 
ultimate." 

Miami could become the 
first club to play the Super 
Bowl on their home field with 


two more triumphs. The Dol- 
phins must first defeat San 
Diego, which started the sea- 
son 6-0 before slumping 
home 5-5 the rest of the way. 

“They presenr a loc of 
problems because they play a 
lot of zone defence and play 
well as a team,” Miami re- 
ceiver Irving Fryar said. “We 
have to run tight pass pat- 
terns and cut down on the 
mistakes we have had.” 

Two years ago. Dan Mari- 
no guided Miami to a 31-0 
playoff rout of San Diego in a 
rainstorm. The Dolphins 
have won all three prior play- 
off meetings with the char- 
gers. but Marino is winless in 
three regular-season games in 
San Diego. 

“We have a very good 
chance of winning.” San 
Diego coach Bobby Ross 
said. “It starts with not giving 
up any big. easy, cheap plays 
defensively. With a guy like 
Marino, you have to be’ care- 
ful." 

Cleveland and Pittsburgh. 
NFL rivals for 40 years sepa- 
rated by only 160km. have 
traded harsh words for years. 
The Steelers swept Cleveland 
in two meetings this season, 
but this week's game is by far 
the most important. 

“You have to get ready for 
an all-out war," Pittsburgh 
linebacker Greg Lloyd said. 
“We know each other well. 
We will line up and say. 
"Here we come. Stop us.' 
What else is there left to 


Coaching chaos hits NFL 
losers 


National Football League 
teams out of Super Bowl 
contention continued a 
coaching shuffle Thursday, 
with one new hiring and some 
coaches gening new deals. 

The New York Jets named 
Rich Kotite their new coach, 
replacing Pete Carroll after 
the Jets went 6*10. 

Carroll, a former defensive 
coordinator, was in his first 
campaign after replacing 
Bruce Cosier. The Jets ended 
the season with a five-game 
losing streak, diving from 
playoff contention and sea- 
ling Carroll's fate. 

Kotite was fired by Phi- 
ladelphia after a seven-game 
losing streak tumbled the 
Eagles out of the playoffs. 
New Eagles' owner Jeff Lurie 
wanted to ditch Kotite after 
taking charge. 

Kotite’ s likely replacement 
is Dick Vermeil, who guided 
Philadelphia from 1976-1982. 
He led the Eagles to the 1980 
Super Bowl and went 57-51 
before quitting, saving he was 
burned out on coaching. 

Vermeil has been a televi- 
sion commentator for the 
past 12 years, but is being 
lured back by a 10 miiiion- 
dollar deal to be coach and 
general manager for five 
years. 

Another ex-coach working 
as a television commentator. 
Jimmv Johnson, decided to 


stay on the sidelines for 
another year. Johnson’s re- 
placement in Dallas, Barry 
Switzer, had his contract rol- 
led over, extending his cur- 
rent deaJ through the 1999 
season. 

Some coaches kept jobs 
despite poor showings. 

Tampa Bay officials said 
Thursday they will retain Saw 
Wyche despite a 16-32 record 
over his three seasons. A 6-10 
campaign was the I2th 
straight with double-digit los- 
ses. 

Houston suffered through 
an NFL-worst 2-14 season 
and fired Jack Pardee mid- 
way through the season. His 
replacement, Jeff Fisher, will 
remain in charge for next 
season, the Oilers announced 
Thursday. 

Also keeping his post is 
Detroit’s Wayne Fontes, who 
received a two-year contract 
extension Friday despite the 
Lions’ first-round playoff 
ouster. 

University of Miami coach 
Dennis Erickson will be in- 
terviewed for vacant jobs in 
Denver and Seattle. Seattle 
dumped Tom Flores and De- 
nver dropped Wade Phillips 
after their final games. 

Two teams still in the play- 
offs are likely to lose assis- 
tants. San Francisco offensive 
coordinator Mike Shanahan 
is likely to get whichever job 
Erickson does not while Pitt- 
sburgh defensive coordinator 
Dorn Capers will join the 
expansion Carolina Panthers. 


Jordan Handball Championship 

Ahli, Arabi, to play for title 


By Roufan Nafahas 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The King- 
dom's Handball Cham- 
pionship ended Thursday 
with a striking win for A1 
Arabi 40/32 against Al 
Orthodoxi at Al Hassan 
Sports City in Irbid. 

Al Arab! and titleholders 
Al Ahli are now tied with 
22 points and will face-off 
in a deriding match for the 
title. 


4J 


Riches and revenge on offer at Intercontinental Cup 


Al Arabi/ Al Orthodoxi: Al 
Orthodoxi surprised Al 
Arabi with a strong start 
and accurate scoring” which 
gave Al Orthodoxi the lead 
at 14/10 until the 20th mi- 
nute of the first half. But 
A( Arabi w as awakened by 
their opponent's unstopp- 
able attacks which forced 
them to regroup and put 
more pressure on Al 
Orthodoxi's tight defence 
to end the first half 19/14. 

In the second half. Al 
Arabi pressured Al Ortho- 
doxi’s defence who looked 
tired and gave Al Arabi 
more chances to score and 
end the match 40/32. 

After this win. A! Arabi 
tied Al Ahli in overall 



0 ur P 


Al Orthodoxi's players stand Mpiess as i Al Arabi e«tfr 
score to win the match. Al Orthodoxi Boshed bftt and 
dropped to the second division (photo by Asa'ad Lftme’h) 


points and will play for the 
championship. The Jordan 


RIYADH i AFP) — Riches 
and revenge 3re the rewards 
on offer here as new- look 
Argentina, unbeaten since 
their World Cup nightmare, 
embark on the defence of 
their InterContinental Cup 
which opens Friday. 

Tne Latin American cham- 
pions are competing with 
hosts S3uai Arabia. African 
champions Nigeria. Asian 
champions Japan. European 


champions Denmark, and 
North and Central America 
champions Mexico for five 
million dollars in bonuses and 
prize money, including 1.5 
million for the winner 

Seven months ago Argenti- 
na beat a naive Nigeria f-1 on 
3 sweltering Boston after- 
noon and the African cham- 
pions have been hoping for a 
rematch ever since. 

Their chance for revenge 


comes on January 10. the last 
game in Group B which also 
includes Japan. Group-A is 
made up of the Saudis. De- 
nmark and Mexico. 

Under new management. 
Argentina have beaten Chile. 
Romania and Yugoslavia 
since new coach Daniel Pas- 
sarella took over after the 
World Cup. 

Argentina, who beat Saudi 
Arabia in the final to win the 


inaugural tournament in 
1992. have dispensed with the 
old guard and picked a home- 
grown sice which includes 
only two foreign-based play- 
ers’ — Fiore ntina's leading 
scorer Gabriel Batistuta and 
fellow Italian exile Jose Cha- 
mot. 

Portugal-based World Cup 
striker "Claudio Caniggia. 
who scored both goals against 
Nigeria in Boston, has re- 


jected disciplinarian Pas- 
sarella's order to cut his long 
blond locks and has been left 
out. 

Nigeria’s Super Eagles ate 
spurred on by the desire to 
bolster Africa’s record in the 
tournament after Ivoty 
Coast's two defeats in the 
previous edition. 4-0 to 
Argentina in the semi-finals 
and 5-2 to the United States 
in a third-place playoff. 


championship. The Jordan 
Handball Federation (JHF) 
has not yet derided when 
the match will be held. 

In another match. Al 
Hussein tied with Al Salt 
37/37 as Al Salt faced a lot 
of pressure from Al Hus- 
sein’s Maher Abu Laii who 
was the star of the match. 
He scored most to end the 
first half 22/16. 

In the second half Al Salt 
strengthened the defence 


'area and worked hard on 
building effective attacks to 
reach a tie in the final 
second of the second half. 

Al Hussein thus came 
fourth, with 10 points and 
Al Salt finished with 13 
points. 

Meanwhile Amman 
finished in fifth place with S 
points after Al Yarmouk 
Shouneh did not show up 
for the match although Al 
Yarmouk’s coach Moham- 
mad Othman said that he 


received a letter saying tfaar 
the match was at 4:30 and 
not 4:00. But the JHF de- 
cided to consider Al Yar- 
mouk a loser and give the 
win for Amman. 

Yarmouk Shouneh came 
in sixth place with 7 points. 

After this championship, 
two teams were relegated 
to the seoond division— Al 
Orthodoxi with 2 points 
and Al Bareha who with- 
drew midway through the 
competition. 
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«Hd champ*™ 


STANDINGS 

P W D L GF GA Pis. 


'■‘jV ban? 

'i'.fe Willis dm 


Ahli ☆ 

Arabi * 

Salt 

Hussein 

Amman 

Y. Shouneh 

Orthodoxi 


420 276-22 
384 315 22 
360 361 13 
336 351 10 
262 332 8 
326 364 7 
324 413 2 




Elkins on s 


☆ Ahli- Arab! will play a title-deciding match. 
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Furnished Or Unfurnished Villa 
For Rent Or Sale * 

Newly-built, land area 950m 2 . building area 450m 2 . 
Consisting of 4 bedrooms, 2 of them masters, large 
'salon, living room, dining room, terrace, kitchen, 
washing room. 5 entrances. 2 garages, central 
heating", telephone and garden. 

Please call 614597 


I 



A major International Construction Company has the 
following vacancy for their Regions: office :n Am- 
man. 


c a n c y 


A leading international publishing & 
communications company/Middle East office 
in Jordan/ is seeking to employ highly 
motivated and creative marketing team to 
market one of its leading publications in the 
Middle East. Available positions: 


1. Market Research Executive 

- t'nhersii> Degree in marketing or business 

Administration 

-Minimum one year experience in the field of international 
marke: research, preferably in the computer indus-ry 

- Fi jcr.i m English and Arabia 

- Gc xJ computer skills 

- O’.hcr r y.ionalilv £>e>ides the Jordanian naiionalitv is a 


ACCOUNTANT/CONTROLLER 

This isa senior position and carc:qa!es sr.ouictmeet 
the following criteria: 

- Degree in Accounting 

- Able to operate and set up computer based 
systems. 

- Minimum 5 years real ex pens nee. preferably with 
an international company. 

- Familiar with multi-currency transactions. 

- Familiar with procurement procedures 

- A self starter able to work ur-supervlsed. 

- Excellent command of spoken and written En- 
glish. 

- Reliability and Dedication. 

An attractive remuneration package w;:: be offered. 
Applications with a typed C.v . copy of qualifica- 
tions and recent photegrapn s no j d ce matied to 


FOR 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom. K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & B. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner T#/-: f67882/jM225i; i .; i 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT" 
IN SHMEISAN! 

1 80m 2 flat having 3 bedrooms, 2 large salons, 3 
bathrooms. 2 verandas, modem kitchen, central 
heating, complete furniture, telephone and lift. 
Located near Al Maqsura Hotel 
and just 100m away from Safeway 

Cal! 675598 


CAR FOR SALE 

1993 duty free Nissan Altima 
full options. 

Please contact 838249 


JORDAN / AQABA 
MIRAMAR HOTEL 


TEL. (03] 313133 
FAX : (03) 318789 
P.O.BOX : 898 


ORYX 


\2S 



ORYX 4WD RENT A CAR 


The Personnel Manager 
P.O. Box 910021 Amman 11191. Jordan 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION 
REBIDDING OF IFB NO. 6/94 
SUPPLY OF TELEPHONE CABLES 


New Collection of 95 4WD cars with /without 
a driver. Full options. Best service. Competitive prices. 
Delivery & Collection at anv location 


2. Marketing Co-ordinator: 

- I'r.: D in marks tins or business 


- Mi-.sr-.um -. r. j ycj; -j'.p jrjcnc .* in ihc firid of organizing 

r.arf .-.ir :r ev:ni, j,iJ de>irnmg promotional campaigns. 

- F j:".; m and Arabic 

- O'.Y.r niti ina'sr- the Jordanian rational :> is a 


FRENCH CULTURAL CENTER 


Registration is now open for the 
following courses : 


3. Advertising Sales Representative: 

- Vr. '.-.T <il; Degree in marketing or business 

Aim:r;..:r.- 4 !rn. 

- .’.'ir.irr.'j— . y :jr ■„*% rcncr.ce :n the fit id of 

- Fv-:r.: :n English ar.J Arabic 

-G J puv.T nLjIIi and ^orn purer industry background 


4. Marketing Assistant/ Secretarial tasks 

- l in bjjiiW' AJuijni'ifrjiic-n :s a fiiij. 


r.icn :n.-;rti - .cs and cxccSisr.: fringe 
It :: r. can by January Z : l Kir.JIy -urmit 
CV - in tfv; i‘V litv-tciz cjjrcvv 


French language courses for adults 
DELF and DALF courses. 

Preparation courses for the exams at | 
Sorbonne University (Paris). ; 

French for tourism & hotel business. ! 
French for business- 
Arabic Language courses for foreigners. 
Fees : 55 JD 


French language courses for school 
students ( at the French School - Sveiiieh) J 
Monday Sc Wednesday 
Or Sunday & Tuesday 
Time : 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
or 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 

Fees : 50 JD 


The "Special Tender Committee" for the National 
Telecommunications Programme announces rebid- 
ding of IFB No. 6/94 for the supply of the following 
types of cables to TCC Warehouse in Amman: 

a) Duct cables 

b) Direct buried cables 

c) Aenai cables 
a) Tip cables 

The cost of these cables shall be financed by a loan 
received from the Japan Export import Bank (JEXIM 
BANK). 

Specialised manufacturers and suppliers who cons- 
idered eligible according to the World Bank Guid- 
lines are hereby invited to submit their bids in 
accordance with the capacities, terms, conditions 
and technical specifications contained in the bid- 
ding documents. 

Bidding documents may be obtained from the office 
of the secretary of Tender CommitteeTCC Head- 
quarters. Tower BuiJoing against a non-refundable 
fee of (1000) cne- thou sand Jordanian Dinars as 
from 7/1/1995 and until 19/1/95. 

Bids, accompanied by Bid Security of JD(400,000) 
are to be submitted not later than 12 a. m. local time 
on Sunday. February 19. 1995 and will be opened at 
the presence of bidder's representatives, who wish 
to attend, on the same date. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH KIRSCH 

• 7M r.D« U»li 


SAMUEL M. STAYMAN (1909-1993) 


Note:Firms who have purchased documents of the 
previous tender (6/94) are invited to collect a 
copy of this IrB free of charge. 


Market inz & Sales Director 
P. 0.~ Box 91123$ 
Amman/' Jordan 


Director Genera! 
Chairman of Special 
Tenders Committee 


For more information, please contact F.C.C. 

Tel. 637009, Jebel Webdeh - Amman 


Eng. Walld Dweik 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 8 

’ 10 6 3 
- A Q J 9 6 

* A Q 4 

WEST EAST 

♦ 543 4 J 10 7 2 

■A85 -7 K Q 7 4 

K 5 3 2 . 30 8 7 

♦ 10 5 2 478 

SOUTH 

* A K 9 6 
” J 9 2 

4 

♦KJ983 
The bidding: 

South West North East 
1 ♦ Pass I Pass 

I ♦ Past 3 ♦ Pass 

4 ♦ Pas. 4 4 Pass 

6 ♦ Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead. Two of 
Another bridge legend has passed 
away. Sam S layman, who refined nn 
idea .if his partner. George Rapee. 
mto the most popular bridge eon- 
ventmn ever, died at hia home in 
Palm Beach, Fla., on Dec. 11. Be- 
*«des his theoretical contributions 
to the game. Siavtnan won three 
world championships and 19 major 
national ti tin during an illustrious 
career : First with Rapee and then 
*itb \ ictor Mitchell, he forged two 
S™ 1 P^neThips. 
t erhaps the most famous hand of 
btavmanS career was this. fn>m l he 
i&W International Team Trials. 

where Stay man turned out to be the 

p’at rocher than the hero. South 
intended four clubs as natural; 
North interpreted it as ace -asking. 
" " en ^artii n- ia showed "support" 
Mr «pndes. South read North fn r a 
singlet 1.1 n heart and confidently bid 
the slam. 


Stay-man. West. was also misled 
fay North's bidding and chose to lead 
a diamond rather than the ace of 
hearts. Declarer finessed the jadrof 
diamonds, cashed the ace fora heart 
discard and ruffed a diamond. A 
trump to the ace we* followed by 
another diamond ruff, establishing 
the queen. The king and queen of 
trumps were cashed to bring about 
this position: 



WEST 
* 5 4 3 
? A 8 6 


NORTH 

* Q8 

^ XO 6 3 

* — 

EAST 
* J 10 7 2 
7 KQ 


* — 

SOUTH 
♦ A K 9 6 
v J 9 


* — 

On the queen of famniwh East 
had to discard a heart honor; declar- 
er pitched a heart and West shifiada 
spade. The queen of spades mi* 
cashed asd on the lead of the rigid 
East was forced to split honors, de- 
clarer's king winning. 

When declarer now exited with 
the jack of hearts, the oppone n ts 
were trapped. If East won the trick, 
declarer would make the jast two 
tricks via a finesse on the spade 
return. If West won, the same situa- 
tion existed i(u hearts. Switch the 
fii'e and six of hearts snd the con* 
tract would always be defeated. 

S Layman had the last laugh, how- 
ever. He and Mitchell qualified- fiv 
the US Olympiad ten nr , North- 
South did not. 


L'lvn ■«! 


Cinema Tei. - . 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Td.: <99238 

PLAZA 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 61S274 - 618275 

AJMMOUN THEATRE 

RaSMcJs & Farooq A! nsfta*- 
m 

RAGHBAT 

Shew*: 12:30. 3:3n. 6:15. 8:30. 10-30 

Julia RcfcefT&T-JiCk Ncits 

i Love Trouble 

Showy *.30. 8:30. 10-30 

The lion King 

Stow? 10 vi. ;;jo. 3 yi. 

CONCORD *r 

S/'-ssfe' S’s r-sS-s-on S'one . 

the specialist 

Shew* :: x. - X. it. ts :ty.x> 

CONCORD «2’ 
SLEEPWALKER 

She*-,. 7 ;r j :? 

will soon present: 
Mousa Hijazin 
(SUM’AA) 

in the satirical political 
comedy: 

Hi Citizen 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 


Td.: 675571 1 Nabil & Hisham’s TeL: 625155 

nmmtrml AHLAN THEATRE 


Presents: 

Tne political satire: a- 

Al Salam Ya Salam. ' 


— — »i w UIV9CU Ull 

Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 


Daily at 8:30 

Saturday & Sunday is the 
theatre’s holiday. 

,n English Sunday 
January 15, 1995 



























orts 




JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 1995 1 1 


Polish 

for tin 



* Al w. 
**oxi Haub^ 1 

**> by aJ!* 


China in new drugs scandal 


BEIJING (AFP) — Two Chinese women 
weigbtiifters. who both won titles at last 
November’s world championships, have failed 
dope tests, a Chinese Olympic Committee 
(CQQ official announced Friday. 

Li Dan, won the 83kg category and Wang 
Sbeiig the 54kg at the championships held in 
Istanbul. U set a world record with 107.5 kg 
in the snatch section, adding two kilos to the 
mark iet joy compatriot Li Yajuan. 

He Hoixian, deputy secretary general of the 
COC, io(d AFP by telephone: “I have just 
tjeen -informed by the Chinese Weightlifting 
Association that Li Dan and Wang Sheng- 
bave been tested positive in Turkey and we 
will pufush them according to the current 
regulations.” 

“£. greatcly regret this new affair, which 
demonstrates the existence of a number of 
problems." he added. “We must increase 
doping controls. We introduced a new series 
of regulations at the start of the year, which 
must be applied. Our position on fighting 


drugs is a firm one and we will continue to 
cooperate in this area with international 
organisations.” 

The new doping scandal comes in the wake 
of 11 Chinese athletes — including seven 
swimmers — testing positive at the Asian 
Games in Hiroshima last October. 

China’s women’s weightlifting team com- 
pletely dominated the Istanbul championships 
— winning 18 of the 27 gold medals on offer. 
Second placed Colombia managed only three. 

The Chinese athletes busted in Hiroshima 
all tested positive for dihydrotestosterone 
(DHT), which masks the presence of the male 
hormone testosterone. 

Chinese officials denied a systematic drug 
programme in swimming but Yoshio Kuroda, 
head of the Olympic Council of Asia's medic- 
al commission, has said that to use high-tech 
drugs, swimmers and coaches would have 
needed formidable research and development 
back-up. 
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Mansell pledges to carry on racing 
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BIRMINGHAM (R) — 
Nigel Mansell told thousands 
5 of bis British fans Friday he 
^intended to continue racing 
in Formula One and had no 
intention of retiring. 

Speaking ar the opening 
ceremony at the Autosport 
Show, the British driver said 
he drew strength from his 
army of supporters and 
would continue racing as long 
as he retained their support. 

Former world champion 
Mansell, 41, has been linked 
with the vacant seat at 
McLaren since being passed 
over for the Williams drive 
earlier this week. 

Williams signed fellow Bri- 
ton David Coulthard. 23, to 
partner Damon Hill. 

Mansell, ' talking on stage 


to a massive crowd at the 
show, said: “You give me 
strength and they mD cany 
on. While I have your sup- 
port I will always try to con- 
tinue racing.” 

Mansell's only realistic op- 
tion for a competitive drive is 
with McLaren where he 
could partner Finland’s Mika 
Hakkinen. Another Briton, 
Martin Brundle, was Hak- 
kinen 's teammate last season. 

Mansell refused to be 
drawn on suggestions he has 
already signed for McLaren, 
who will be powered by Mer- 
cedes Benz engines this year. 

McLaren boss Ron Dennis 
has decided his 1995 drivers 
but will not reveal al this 
stage if Mansell is among 
them. 



Nigel Mansell 


•c: dine mai»;h. 
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171 


Olajuwon’s 33 points leads 
Rockets over Mavericks 


SALS 

■jlssan Aitim- 

ict 833249 





HOUSTON (R) — Hakeem 
Olajuwon had 33 points and 
Vernon Maxwell added 16 
points to lead the Houston 
Rockets to a 108-99 win over 
the Dallas Mavericks and a 
sweep of a home-and-home 
series Thursday. 

-The Rockets extended 
Qeir winning streak to six 
games. : 

, Mario Elie came oft the 
' bench to score 15 points and 
Carl Herrera and Kenny. 
Smith each added 12 points 

for Houston. 

“This was a collective 
effort,” Olajuwon said. 
“We’re winning games we’re 
supposed to win. We’ve got- 
ten back to basics and com- 
plementing each other." 

Jim Jackson had 26 points 
and Roy Tarpley chipped in 
with 19 points and 13 re- 
bounds for the Mavericks, 
who have lost six of their last 
seven games.. 

In Los Angeles, Loy 
Vaught made a key steal and 
sank a 20-footer with eight 
seconds left, lifting the Los 
Angeles Clippers to a 95-93 
victory over the slumping 
Philadelphia 76ers. 

With the score tied 91-91, 
Vaught stole the ball from 
Willie Burton and made his 
shot over Shawn Bradley to 
give the Clippers the lead. 

Philadelphia's Dana Bar- 
fos. who scored 26 points, 
... a^lost his dribble to Gary 
• ^ Grant, who made two foul 
shots with 1.4 seconds for a 


95-91 advantage. 

In Miami, Glen Rice 
scored 24 points and Kevin 
Gamble bad 12 of his 14 in 
the second quarter as the 
Miami Heat raced to a 114-91 
victory over the struggling 
Minnesota Umberwolves. 

Billy Owens registered his 
first career triple-double with 
19 points. 10 rebounds and 10 
assists for Miami, which defe- 
ated Minnesota for the 
seventh straight time. 

- Isaiah Rider scored 23 
. .points and Christian Laettner 
added 19 for the Timber- 
wovles. 

In Utah, David Robinson 
scored 25 points and Sean 
Elliott added 20 as the San 
Antonio Spurs held off the 
Utah Jazz, 104-103, for their 
10th victory in 11 games. 

Robinson and Elliott each 
made key free throws in the 
final two minutes as the 
Spurs, who entered the final 
quarter with an 84-75 lead, 
managed just two field goals 
in the period. 

Karl Malone scored 29 
points and grabbed 12 re- 
bounds and Jeff Homacek 
added 20 for the Jazz, who 


had won eight of their last 
nine games. 

In Sacramento, Brian 
Grant notched career highs 
■with 24 points and 13 re- 
bounds and had five points 
during a 16-0 run in the third 
quarter that blew the game 
open as the Sacramento 
Kangs beat the Detroit Pis- 
tons, 94-88. 

Sacramento is 12-5 on its 
home floor and has won five 
of its last six at Arco Arena.. 
The Pistons- have lost seven 
straight games and 12 of their 
last 13. 

At Golden State, Todd 
Day had 27 points and Eric 
Murdock added 21 to lead 
the Milwaukee Bucks to a 
111-103 triumph over the 
Golden State Warriors. 

Glenn Robinson scored 19 
points and Vin Baker had 18 
points and 16 rebounds for 
the Bucks, who snapped a 
five-game road losing streak 
to Golden State. 

Tim Hardaway had 26 
points and 13 assists and Tom 
Gugliotta scored 21 for the 
Warriors, who have lost 14 of 
their last 16 games. 


RESULTS 


Miami 

San Antonio 

Houston 

Milwaukee 

LA Clippers 

Sacramento 


114 Minnesota 91 

104 Utah 103 

108 Dallas 99 

111 Golden State 103 

95 PhOadelplua 93 

94 Detroit 88 


V*T 

l" 


. jT- 




. r -it 1 


. 

V 

announcement from the 
WATER AUTHORITY 
OF JORDAN 

EXTENDING THE SUBMISSION 
AND 

OPENING DATE 


Date: 06/01/1995 

Loan Noj KfW/L&G 

Further to the announcement published in the local news papers and NFA, the new 
data set for bid «uhmi«rion and opening for the hereinafter listed bids is not later 
■ than 1330 boors, Jordan local time, on Saturday 28 January, 1995 instead of 
i Bot biter than 1330 hours, Jordan local time, on Tuesday 10 January, 1995. 
pother terms and conditions of the first announcement shall remain as they were, 
r 

p 

i- 

i| Contract No. 

y . 

Material to be SappHed 

\mmm 

\!T Water Meters 




Pomp TrocbSf Flat Beds. Cranes and Water Tankers 

' 86/94/TBP/L 

Plumbing Tools, Bearings and Soars Parts 

n mimibm 

Source Water Meters 

0 88m/VLV/G 

Valves 

. 89/94/5P/G 

Submersible Pumps 

90/94/4WD/G 

Off-Roads 4WDVchicles 

91/94/AW/G 

Air Gompressors and Welding Machines 


Well Control Tools and Eamoment 

r ^g.‘Koo$saiQnteishat 
Secretary General 
Water Authority 



Jilin bids 
for 2006 
Winter 
Games 

BEUING (R) — After rhe 
bitter disappointment of 
Beijing's' failed bid for the 
2000 Olympics, China's 
northeastern Jilin province 
hopes to win the right to hold 
the 2006 Winter Olympics, 
the people’s daily said Fri- 
day. 

Changchun, capital of 
Jilin, is likely to apply to hold 
the 2006 Winter Olympics, 
the newspaper quoted vice 
provincial governor Sang 
Fengwen as saying. 

The decision on whether to 
apply formally to hold Chi- 
na’s first Olympic competi- 
tion would depend on the 
successful staging of China’s 
domestic Winter Games in 
1996 and the upgrading of. 
Winter sports facilities. Sang 
said. 

In 1993 China was sorely 
disappointed when Sydney 
won the bid to hold the 2000 
Summer Olympics. Despite a 
huge nationwide campaign. 
Beijing lost the Olympic 
committee derision by only 
two votes. 


Tomba 
keeps on 
winning 

KRANJSKA GORA, 
Slovenia (AFP) — Triple 
Olympic skiing champion 
Alberto Tomba of Italy pick- 
ed up where he left off in 
1994-winning. 

The 28-year-old. having his 
best ever World Cup season, 
easily won the first giant sla- 
lom of 1995 here Friday in 
2mins. 12.01 secs. 

Mitja Kune of Slovenia and 
Harald Strand-Nilsen of Nor- 
way tied for second, nearly a 
second behind. 

Tomba's victory was his 
sixth of the season and the 
39th of his explosive career. 

Giorgio d'Uibano, Tom- 
ba’s trainer, said he has never 
seen the Italian in better 
shape. 

“Alberto has only one 
opponent — Tomba. The 
only person whacanJ>eat him- 
is himself," said d’Urbano. 

Tomba’s win has put him 
ever further ahead in the 
overall World Cup standings. 
He leads his nearest rival, 
Switzerland’s Michael Von 
Gruenigen, by over 300 
points. 

But the Italian refuses to 
talk about taking the title. 

“It is still far too soon. 
Perhaps we can talk about it 
in February," said Tomba. 

*Tra just delighted that I 
have been able to show the 
same form I showed last 
year,” he added. 


Germany set for 2nd win in Hopman Cup 


PERTH (AFP) — Germany 
are on target to becoming the 
first nation to engrave their 
name on the Hopman Cup 
twice after waltzing to victory 
over France in the second 
semi-final of the indoor ten- 
nis tournament Friday. 

World number three Boris 
Becker and Anke Huber, 
ranked 12th, overpowered 
France’s Jean-Philippe Fleu- 
rian and Julie Halard to set 
up an engrossing showdown 
Saturdayf with Ukraine, the 
big surprise of the mixed 
teams’ competition. 

Becker rallied after a slow 
start to outclass a gallant 
Fleurian 7-6 (7-0), 7-6 (7-1) in 
an absorbing men's singles 
clash at Burswood Dome. 

Huber had already proved 
far too hoi for Halard, whom 
she overwhelmed 6-2, 6-1. 

Germany won the fifth 
Hopman Cup two years ago 
when Michael Stich and Steffi 
Graf bear Spain's Emilio and 
Arantxa Sanchez in the final. 

They also reached the final 
last year before Bemd Kar- 
bacher and Huber were con- 
quered by rhe Czech Repub- 
lic’s Perr Korda and Jana 
Novotna. 

In Saturday's final of the 
760,000-dollar ($585,000) 
event, they will confrot 
Andrei Medvedev and his sis- 
ter. Natalia Medvedeva. 

The Ukraine pair, seeded 
number five, have already 
knocked out the Czech Re- 
public, who were the top 
seeds. 

But Becker and Huber will 
certainly present their biggest 
challenge. 

Becker said he had great 
respect for Medvedev and 
would have to play well to 
beat the 20-year-old ranked 
number 15. 

“I will also have to im- 
prove my service,” said 
Becker, who double-faulted 
nine times against Fleurian. 

Becker said one of the 
characteristics of top players 
was that they could have 
lapses on that scale and still 
win matches. 

“I expect it to be a fair bit 
tougher in the final than it 
was today," he said. 

The 20-year-old Huber 
destroyed Halard with clinic- 
al efficiency, winning 6-2, 6-1 
in an hour. 


Halard, 24. had no answer 
to the German’s precision 
game. 

The French player was un- 
able to strike any rhythm 
with her service, which she 
dropped three times in each 
set. 

Huber echoed the feelings 
of the full house of more than 
8,000 when she said: “I 
Thought ir would be tougher. 
I believe it was because I 
didn't give her a chance to 
attack me. I am sure it will be 
very tough in the final." 

In the men’s singles, Fleu- 
rian began in dynmaic style, 
breaking Becker's service in 
the opening game, holding 
service in the second and 
leading 40-0 in the third. 

However, in champion 
fashion, Becker rallied to 
take the third game, broke 
back in the 10th and clinch 
the set in the tie-breaker. 

Fleurian fought valiantly in 
the second set, but Becker 
always had his measure. 

In the tie-breaker, Becker 
was in withering rouch. 

Woodford e end Kafelni- 
kov’s run 

In Adelaide, home town 
hero Mark Woodforde 
brought off one the best wins 
of his career when he de- 
throned defending champion 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov in the quar- 
terfinals’ of the Australian Hard- 
court tennis championship here 
Friday. 

The 29-year-old South Au- 
stralian left-hander set up a 
Saturday semi-final with for- 
mer world No. 1 Jim Courier 
of the United States. 

Big-serving Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek, the fourth 
seed, will take on Frenchman 
Amaud Boetsch in the other 
semi. 

Woodforde mastered the 
windy conditions and hung 
on after a series of service 
breaks late in the second set 
to win 6-3, 7-5 against the 
brilliant young Russian, 
ranked No. 11 in the world. 

Woodforde won the Ade- 
laide tide in 1988 and 1989 
and used al! his experience to 
end Kafelnikov's hopes of 
defending his title. 

“This probably ranks as 
one of the best wins in my 
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Acke Huber 

career," he said. “He’s a 
class player and I’m just hap- 
py I did it in Adelaide. 

Kafelnikov said he did not 
enjoy playing left-handers. 

“The conditions really hurt 
my game but I have to give a 
lor of credit ro Mark — today 
I learnt a very good lesson," 
said Kafelnikov. 

Courier romped through 
his quarter-final agjynst 
Sweden's Thomas Enqvist in 
just over an hour winning 
6-2, 6-4. 

The third seed has a poor 
record against fellow red- 
head Woodforde, losing 
three times from their four 
meetings, the most recent a 
staight sets loss at last year's 
Paris Indoor. 

“Obviously I’d like to get a 
it of revenge I suppose but 
last years, last year and it’s 
this year now,” Courier said. 


Hopes for an all- Australian 
final ended when fifth seed 
Patrick Rafter lost 6-4, 7-6 
(7/4) to Krajicek. 

Krajicek will have to beat 
Boetsch to reach the final. 
Boetsch had a straight sets 
win over a giantkilling Ger- 
man Hendrik Dreekmann, 6- 
3, 6-4. 

Boetsch, who spent a short 
time in the top 20 last year, 
but is now ranked 53, said he 
was happy with his form but 
fearful of playing Krajicek, 
who has been one of the form 
players of the tournament. 

“It’s tough because he puts 
pressure on your serve be- 
cause he can fire thre or four 
aces at you." Boetsch said. 

Dreekman reached the last 
eight after wins over second 
seed Wayne Ferreira and 
compatriot Carl-Uwe Steeb. 


Johnson leads Olympiakos to win over Barcelona 


ATHENS (R) — Former 
NBA star Eddie Johnson 
scored 27 points to lead 
Olympiakos to a 99-78 vic- 
tory over Barcelona in a 
European Champion Clubs' 
Cup basketball semifinal 
series match. 

The Greek side started 
slowly and trailed for most of 
the first half as Johnson 
scored only seven points. But 
the host side forged ahead 
43-37 by the break and after 
the internal Johnson netted 


several three-point jumpers 
as forwards Dragan Tarlac 
and Alexander Volkov 
dominated the boards to take 
a combined 30 rebounds and 
score 24- points. 

Ferran Martinez scored 22 
for Barcelona but lost steam 
in the last 15 minutes, leaving 
the Spaniards with little 
offensive power. American 
Darryl Middleton contri- 
buted 11 points and Jose 
Antonio Montero 10. 

Olympiakos, who lost last 


year’s crown to champions 
Badalona by a single basket, 
now top Group B and are one 
of the favourites to reach 
April's final four in Spain, 
in Pesaro: 

Group A 

Pesaro (Italy) 82 Paok 
Salonika (Greece) 70 (41-27) 
Leading scorers: 

Pesaro — Antonello Riva 
22, Federico Pieri 16, Walter 
Magnifico 13 
PAOK Salonika — Zoran 
Savic 21, Kinis 17, Achilleas 


Mamatziolas 12 
In Athens: 

Group B 

Olympiakos (Greece) 99 
Barcelona (Spain) 78 (half- 
time 43-37) 

Leading scorers; 
Olympiakos — Eddie 
Johnson 27, Franko Nakic 
15. Alexander Volkov 14 
Barcelona — Ferran Mar- 
tinez 22, Darryl Middleton 
11, Jose Antonio Montero 
10 . 
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If you’re going to Europe or 
the USA get the best Gar Rental 

prices from Hertz. 


US - California 

154 US Dollars 

US - Florida 

114 US Dollars 

UK 

154 UK Pounds 

F 

ranee 

1659 French Francs 

S 

witzerland 

308 Swiss Francs 


_ Winter specials 

Winter holidays in Europe and the 
States arc an exciting perspective. They 
are even more so when looking ar the car 
rental offers Hertz has prepared specially 
for you. 

Security’ 

(F)or 7ft years Hertz has been 
synonymous with cop quality service. 
Today you can be assured of receiving 
the best at any one of our 5000 locations 
in 130 countries at affordable prices. 

It is not a surprise that Hertz is No.l in 
the World. 

(T)o reserve the car of your choice, 
simply call your local Hertz office or 
your travel agent. 
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The European rates arc for a 7 day rental, including Unlimited Mileage, CDW and Tax. 

The US rates featured are for a 7 day rental including Unlimited Mileage and LOW. Rich 
season surcharge may apply. 

These races are for rentals starting before 1 April 1995. 



Hertz rents Fords & other fine cars. 
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Settler killed in W. Bank as Palestinian protests spread 


OCCUPIED WEST BANK 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
a ssaila nts ambushed a car 
near a Jewish settlement in 
the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank on Friday killing a 
woman settler and wounding 
a mao, the Israeli army said. 

Two gjrls in the car were 
unhurt in the attack at Hal- 
Iamish settlement, 12 
kilometres northwest of 

Rama Hah 

Bloodstains could be seen 
inside and outside the car. 
Israeli troops appeared ner- 
vous and were doscly check- 
ing cars at hastily set-up 
roadblocks. Army and 
emergency first-aid forces 
were called and soldiers 
scoured the area for attack- 
ers. 

Jewish settlers scuffled 
with a Worldwide Television 
News (WTN) camera crew, 
breaking their camera. A 
WTN producer vehemently 
denied settlers’ statements 
that the crew had interfered 
with emergency medical 
treatment of die vic tims . 

Middle East Broadcasting 
Centre (MBC) correspon- 
dent Maher Shalabi said set- 
tlers stole a television camera 
worth some $40,000 that bad 
been set on the ground while 
soldiers checked his crew be- 
fore allowing h to approach 
the scene. 

The shooting capped a 
week of violence that has 
further strained the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peace deal. 


. tainted by bloodshed 
and delays in imple m e n t in g 
Palestinian elections and 
Israeli troop redeployment 

Israeli forces have shot 
dead seven Palestinians in the 
West Bank this week in three 
separate incidents in which 
tite army said its forces were 
fired on first by guerrillas. 

In the Gaza Strip, in the 
bloodiest such encounter 
since self-rule, Israeli soldiers 
shot dead t hr e e Palestinian 
policemen in unclear cir- 
cumstances, Israel says its 
forces were fired on first. 
Palestinians deny it. 

A telephone hot-fine has 
been set up between the 
Israeli army and the Palesti- 
nian police to avoid farther 
bloodshed b e twe en the two 
forces, a military spokesman 
said. 

The direct line finks the 
Israeli army command post at 
the Erez crossing point into 
the Shrip from Israel with a 
Palestinian position abont a 
kilometre further Sooth. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of 
Palestinians took part in 
three separate rallies Friday 
on the West Bank as pro t est s 
over Israel’s settlement prog- 
ramme spread across tire 
territory. 

Near Tulkarm in the north- 
west of the West Bank, 
armed Jewish settlers and 
Israeli soldiers stopped sever- 
al hundred villagers and sup- 
porters from breaking Into 
land alloted to a settlement. 

At AI Khader, south of 


Bethlehem, where the crisis 
over settlements erupted last 
week, Palestinians organised 
a march after Friday prayers. 

The army intervened to 
stop them breaking into the 
building site of new homes at 
the neighbouring Ephrat set- 
tlement. 

And at Al Bireh, north of 
Jerusalem. 200 Palestinians 
protested against Israel’s sei- 
zure of 170 hectares of land 
to build a road linking tbe 
settlements of Psagot to Ofra 
close to Ramallah. 

A young Palestinian led a 
march to the hill where work 
started three days before, 
shouting slogans against set- 
tlements through a 
megaphone. 

Several settlers squared up 
against the demonstrators to 
: them spilling into foe 
; site mere work had 
to observe the Jew- 
ish weekly day of rest 

AJ Bireh 'mayor Abdnl 
Jawad Saleh said: “We will 
stay loyal to our land because 
it is a fight for life. This 
injustice has to end.” 

“We are going to lie down 
in front of foe bulldozers and 
four 

said 70-year-old de- 
monstrator Ahmad Darwish. 

Eight-year-old Fatima who 
came with her grandfather 
said: “I came to demonstrate 
against foe Jews who are 
taking our lands and are kill- 
ing ns. If they don’t give back 
our lands, we are gomg to kill 
them.” 



Rabin faces public crisis of 
confidence amid swing to right 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin was 
Friday shaken by a mid-term 
crisis of confidence in his 
Labour government as polls 
showed a sharp swing to the 
right-wing opposition hostile 
to foe Middle East peace 
process. 

Mr. Rabin, who brought 
the Labour Party to victory 
for the first time in 15 years in 
1992, was Friday faced with 
the possibility of a heavy 
defeat in the 1996 general 
elections. 

A series of opinion polls 
showed Labour and Mr. 
Robin’s popularity ai an all- 
time lew since the 1992 elec- 
tions. 

“It’s time to end foe anar- 
chy reigning in our party if we 
don’t want to lose the elec- 
tions. We are going to have 
to take some difficult steps,” 
be told the radio, reacting to 
the polls which showed 
Labour would suffer heavy 
losses at the hands of the 
opposition. 

On Sunday foe Israeli pre- 
mier called a meeting of a 
parliamentary group to study 
ways of overcoming the crisis 
which could result in a 
cabinet reshuffle. 

“Rabin is tbe depressed 
leader of a depressed people, 
which have a tendency to get 
the blues and who will re- 
member Labour with nostal- 
gia when the right has re- 
turned to power,” tbe daily 
Yediot Aharonot said. 

Paradoxically although 
support for Labour and 
Rabin has been falling steadi- 


ly, its policies in the occupied 
territories still have the sup- 
port of a majority of Israelis. 

“The disenchantment is 
caused by an accumulation of 
factors. The peace process is 
stagnant, terrorist attacks 
continue , the government 
functions badly mid inflation 
is at more than 14 per cent,” 
Tourian Minister Uzi Barazn 
told AFP. 

A former secretary-general 
of the party, Mr. Baram said 
it was “a mid-term crisis” 
which could be overcome in 
foe next 18 months before the 
next elections. 

“These polls are more an 
indication of the electorate's 
disappointment, than of poli- 
tical support for the right- 
wing whose return to power 
would spell a total blockage 
of the peace process,” Mr. 
Baram added. 

Mr. Rabin has already had 
to do some heavy political 
bargaining to win support for 
his 44-scat government in foe 
120-seat Knesset or parlia- 
ment. 

But a poll by the Dahaf 
institute showed that if elec- 
tions were held today. 
Labour would lose 20 per 
cent of its seats to its main 
rival Likud. 

The right wing, which is 
opposed to the slightest 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied territories and tbe 


hammered out between Mr. 
Rabin’s government and foe 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). would bold 
tbe next majority, the poll 


published in foe daily Davar 
said. 

Mr. Rabin’s popularity has 
also fallen in the polls. On 
Friday be trailed his rival 
Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu by two points as 
estimates showed he would 
only win 23 per cent of foe 
vote, according to a poll in 
foe daily Maariv. 

Just two months ago he 
was put seven points ahead of 
Mr. Netanyahu at 29 per cent 
of foe vote. 

In the November 1996 
elections voters will directly 
elect their prime minister for 
the first time- Previously he 
has been appointed by parlia- 
ment. 

In an even worst poll, to 
appear in the U.S. magazine 
Times and reportedly com- 
missioned by Mr. Rabin, 
Labour would lose 40 per 
cent of their seats falling to 
just 27 seats. 

Likud would boost its par- 
liamentary share from its cur- 
rent 32 seats 47, the poll said. 

However, another poll 
showed that Israelis are di- 
vided over foe burning issue 
of Israel’s settlement prog- 
ramme. 

Only slim majority of 51 
per cent declared themselves 
in favour of a total halt to 
settlement construction or a 
reining in of foe programme. 

And 41 per cent agreed 
with Mr. Rabin’s decision to 
move work at the Ephrax 
settlement on tbe occupied 
West Bank from one she to 
another. Only 16 per cent 
thought be should have 
ordered a stop to all work. 


France warms to Iraq, 
opens Baghdad toehold 


PARIS f Agencies) — France* 
officially received a senior 
Iraqi leader on Friday for the 
first time since foe 1991 Gulf 
war and announced it would 
re-establish a diplomatic 
toehold in Baghdad, drawing 
immediate criticism from Bri- 
tain. 

Foreign Minister Alain 
Juppe said after a lengthy 
breakfast with Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz that 
Paris would open an interest 
section at the Romanian 
embassy in Iraq very soon. 

In Baghdad, Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein on Fri- 
day paid glowing tribute to 
his troops who fought against 
the U.S.-led coalition in the 
1991 Gulf war and spoke of 
world peace. 

President Saddam called* 
on the world’s major powers, 
in a speech to mark the 74th 
anniversary of foe founding 
of the Iraqi army, to deal 
with other countries with “re- 
specr.” 

“Thereupon, dialogue will 
replace threat and the use of 
force, and cooperation will 
take over from menace” to 
help nations “reach under- 
standing,” he said. 

“In this way peace will 
prevail in the world on the 
level of regions.” 

His speech, broadcast on 
radio and television, paid tri- 


bute to those who fought to 
free Iraq from colonialism. 

And he hailed those who 
had taken part in the “glo- 
rious" fights such as "foe 
“mother of all battles” 
against the U.S. -led coalition 
which drove Iraqi forces out 
of Kuwait in the January- 
February 1991 Gulf war. 

The army was “the peo- 
ple's staunch shield... prepar- 
ing itself to face any evil.” the 
Iraqi president said. 

He warned that all the 
technological might and su- 
periority m the world would 
not win when "the people are 
determined to fight and all 
foe food they have does not 
exceed that of a simple fight- 
er.” 

Despite the Gulf war. the 
U.S. -fed coalition had “failed 
to subdue the will of Iraq,” 
President Saddam said. 

Mr. Juppe said his 80- 
minute meeting with Presi- 
dent Saddam’s longtime 
right-hand man covered the 
situation in Iraq and Bagh- 
dad’s implementation of 
U.N. resolutions anting from 
its ill-fated 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“Some progress has been 
made over foe past months, 
more remains to be done,” 
Mr. Juppe, who previously 
met Mr. Aziz in New York 
four months ago. told repor- 



fttlestiulm youths dash with an Israeli military police nntt' 
on Friday after tbe noon p r a y er as they were prevented 
from holding a demonstration in the viBage of Al Khader 


against foe widening of the settlement of Enfarat (AFP 
photo) 


ters. 

In London, a British Fore- 
ign Office spokesman faulted 
France, which has just taken 
over foe presidency of the 
European Union (EU). for 
failing to coordinate with its 
EU partners. 

“No other member state 
has re-established in Bagh- 
dad in this way,” he said. 
“We remain very suspicious 
of the Iraqi regime's inten- 
tions in the wake of the 
events last October. It is not 
the moment to relax pressure 
on Iraq to comply fully with 
U.N. requirements." 

France was one of Iraq's 
major arms suppliers and 
trading partners during the 
1980s and is still owed an 
estimated several billion dol- 
lars by Baghdad. 

It advocates a gradual eas- 
ing of the U-N. oil embargo 
to reward Iraq for recognis- 
ing Kuwait’s borders and 
complying with disarmament 
resolutions. 

Mr. Juppe was cagey about j 
prospects of a move to ease 
sanctions when the Security 
Council reviews the issue la- 
ter this month. 

He endorsed Mr. Aziz's 
call for a “legalistic imple- 
mentation” of the resolutions 
and said France wanted to 
break the deadlock. 


Moscow to pursue Chechen war 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russia's security council flew 
in the face of world conde- 
mnation Friday by opting to 
see tbe war against Chechen 
independence fighters 
through to tbe bitter end. 

It said in a communique 
that “armed resistance” in 
foe Caucasus republic would 
have to be “eliminated.” 

It left a chink of light by 
ordering Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin to begin 
talks, on “one set condition”: 
that Checbenya remain part 
of the Russian Federation. 

The secretary of the coun- 
cil. Oleg Lobov, announced 
foe decisions after a meeting 
of Russia's supreme security 
body, which has master- 
minded Russia’s attempt to 
overturn Chechen ya’s seces- 
sion by military force. 

The meeting followed esca- 
lating world pressure on the 
Russian authorities to cease 
their indiscriminate attacks 
on Chechen civilians and try 
to negotiate a peaceful end to 
foe conflict. 

As Russian policymakers 
stuck with foe military solu- 


tion, Russian aircraft fired 
rockets at the presidential 
palace of Chechen President 
Dhzokhar Dudayev in central 
Grozny. 

It was tbe second bombing 
attack on tbe palace since 
President Boris Yeltsin ear- 
lier this week ordered that air 
bombing oh the capital 
should be stopped as of mid- 
night last Wednesday. 

And Russian forces kept 
up a heavy artillery barrage 
on foe Chechen capital in 
apparent preparation for an 
assault by ground troops. 

Mr. Yeltsin, chairman of 
the council, appointed Mr. 
Chernomyrdin to organise 
negotiations with the 
Chechens, who have been 
fighting a Russian invasion of 
foe mainly-Muslim republic 
since December 11. 

Mr. Dudayev, formerly a 
general in the Soviet air 
force, has indicated several 
times that be was ready for 
unconditional negotiations, 
but only with Yeltsin or 
Chernomyrdin. 

Until now, negotiations 
have been left mainly to the 


hawkish counter-espionage 
chief Sergei Stepashin and 
Vice-Prime Minister for 
Nationalities Nikolai Yegor- 
ov, and have failed to get off 
foe ground. 

Mr. Stepashin threatened 
Thursday to “eliminate” foe 
Chechen resistance. “There 
will not be a long-term parti- . 
san’s war,” Mr. Stepashin 
told the Interfax news agen- 
cy, adding that “those who 
do attempt to resist will be 
e liminate d. ” 

The prime minister, on tbe 
other hand, has kept a low 

S rifle since foe start of the 
ecben crisis. Moderates 
here believe be is tbe only 
one among tbe Russian lead- 
ership with tbe clout to 
negotiate a way out. - - 
At least 256 Russian troops 
from tbe armed forces and 
tbe Interim Ministry have 
been killed since Moscow 
sent in soldiers and armour to 
Checbenya almost a month 
ago, Interfax news agency 
said. 

A member of the general 
staff told the agency that by 
six p.m. (1500 GMT) on Fri- 


day 116 soldiers from tbe 
land forces — including 63 
officers — . had died. The. 
death toll included only those 
who had been identified. 

Lieutenant-General 
Yevgeny Podkolzin, com- 
mander of airborne forces, 
earlier told Interfax that 100 

of trig TTU-.n had hw»n ViTIffri fn 

the Checbenya operation and 
200 wounded. 

President Yeltsin told Rus- 
sian human righ ts commis- 
sioner Sergei Kovalyov that it 
was “too early” for a cease- 
fire in Checbenya, the com- 
nnsstoner told a press confer- 


Mr. Kovalyov said that in a 
special meeting with, -Mr. 
Yeltsin on Friday he'~ha3 
asked the president to halt' 
the fish ting, if only for the 

Inspan ' 


“The president, replied: 
*No. It is too early for this’,” 
Mr. Kovalyov, said. . 

U.S. President Bill Ointon 
expressed concern to Mr. 
Yeltsin at- fog high number inf 

civilian casualties in the 
breakaway region 


Germany to keep Algeria embassy open 


BONN (Agencies) — Ger- 
many will keep its embassy in 
Algeria open despite an 
apparent threat by guerrillas 
to kill foreigners unless West- 
ern missions in Algiers were 
closed by Saturday, foe fore- 
ign ministry said on Friday. 

A ministry spokesman also 
said government security ex- 
perts from European Union 
(EU) states, the United 
States and Canada were to 
meet later on Friday in Paris 
to discuss ways to enhance 
safety for their diplomats in 
Algeria. 

“Foreign Minister (Klaus) 
Kinkel decided today that tbe 
German embassy in Algiers 
will continue its work for the 
time being," spokesman 
Martin Erdmann told repor- 
ters. 

The announcement made 
Germany foe first Western 
state to react publicly to foe 
threat issued in a letter last 
week that told Western 
embassies in Algiers to dose 
by Jan. 7 or see more fore- 
igners killed. 


In Algiers, suspected mili- 
tants Friday shot dead a re- 
porter for the country’s 
largest French-language daily 
and seriously wounded a 
radio journalist m their con- 
tinuing campaign to silence 
Algeria’s media. 

Zine Eddine Aliou Sal ah 
of foe French-language daily 
Liberate was killed in an 
attack thought to have been 
carried oat by Islamic radic- 
als near his house in foe 
Khazrouma neighbourhood 
of Algiers, his newspaper 
said. 

Radio reporter Ali 
Abboud was shot in foe head 
in a separate attack in the 
southern suburbs of the Alge- 
rian capital, Algerian radio 
said. 

Abboud was taken to milit- 
ary hospital at Ain Naadja, 
colleagues at the radio station 
said, and was in a serious 
condition. 

Salah, 35, a married father 
of two, was a well-known 
investigative journalist here 
whose latest stories covered 


the hijacking of an Air 
France jetliner in Algeria and 
its storming in Fiance. 

The Islamic Salvation 
Army vowed to put him to 
death “even in Mecca” in a 
recent issue, of its weekly 
newspaper, Al Fatfa Al 
Moubine. 

Algeria’s interior minister 
said on Friday security forces 
were gaining in the war 
against Islamic guerrillas and 
would crash them this year. 

Abdul Rahman Meziane 
Cherif also told Reuters in 
Tunis tbe fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
would not be allowed to ran 
In presidential elections ex- 
pected in the next 12 months. 

The FIS was poised to win 
an election when foe army- 
backed authorities stepped in 
and cancelled it January 
1992. Algeria was plunged 
into violence in which at least 
10,000 guerrillas, civilians 
and members of the security 
forces have been killed, 
according to government fi- 
gures. 


Foreign sources pot foe toll 
as high as 30,000 and say the 
country is in a state of civil 
war. 

Mr. Meziane Cherif said 
tiie guerrillas- of the Armed 
Islamic Group and the Isla- 
mic Salvation Army (AIS) 
benefited at first from slack- 
ness and feck of preparation 
by the mfljtaiy. 

Now “they are running 
away from our security forces 
which have adapted them- 
selves to foe new situation,” 
he said. • 

In Rome, an influential 
Catholic peace group said cm 
Friday that leaders of Alger- 
ia’s opposition, inducting the 
FIS, had arrived in Rome for 
talks on their country’s crisis. 

Tbe SantTEgkfio Commun- 
ity, which hosted Algerian 
opposition leaders for meet- 
ings in November, said in a 
statement that new talks were 
needed after an increase in 
violence, inducting tire hi- 
jacking of tfaeFredcfa airliner 
and the tailings of four Ro- 
man Catholic priests. . 


AFM turnover, prices plunged in 1994, 
but market situation healthier— Toiiqah 


BY P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A massive infu- 
sion of fresh stocks was large- 
ly behind the sharp decline in 
turnover and prices at the 
Jordanian stock exchange 
during 1994. but despite the 
decline, the year was healthy 
and led to organisational 
streamlining of dealings and 
market practices, according 
to the bead of the bourse. 

Announcing the year-end 
figures and assessing' the per- 
formance of the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) at a 
press conference on Thurs- 
day. Omayya Touqan. ther 
AFM direaor-generai. also 
said that amendments to the 
law governing the market 
were already drawn up and 
would be presented to the 
authorities soon. 

These amendments, he 
said, should lead to a better 
organisational structure of 
the ntariie*. anti Imnroie 'hi* 
cliratc vr ■- /•.. : 
the country. 

Tne annual report of the 
AFM released by Dr. Tou- 
qan at the press conference 
showed that turnover during 
1994 dropped to JD 495.1 
million from 968.6 million in 
1993 — a decline of 48.9 per 


cent. 

The general share price in- 
dex closed on Dec. 31. 1994 
at 143.6 points, down 14.9 
points, or nine per cent, from 
the year’s opening of 158.5 
points. 

The separate sector indices 
posted declines of 3.9 per 
cent in the commercial banks 
sector. 13.5 per cent in foe 
insurance sector. 16.9 per 
cent in foe industrial sector 
and 8.9 per cent in the ser- 
vices sector. 

One of the main factors 
behind the drop in turnover 
and prices, Dr. Touqan said, 
was the increased activity m 
foe primary market which 
handies fresh issues before 
the stocks enter the secon- 
dary market. 

Dr. Touqan said 26 new 
companies were established 
during the year with a capital 
of JD 306.S9 million. In addi- 
tion. 24 existing companies 
raised JD 139 million in capit- 
al from :he market, leading 
... -*T ::-: .on being 

v ; ta;iv from the main 
Lading floor of the market 
for varying periods during foe 
year. 

The movement of capital 
was coupled with a hike in 
interest rates and a ceiling 
imposed on credit facilities 


and tbe sum total of these 
developments led to declined 
capital in the secondary mar- 
ket and hence the drop in 
turnover, said Dr. Touqan. 

When fresh stock of an 
existing company enters the 
market, prices are also ad- 
justed to accommodate them 
and this led to tbe decline in 
prices as indicated by the 
general index, he said. 

“The year 1994 was an 
exceptional year.” Dr. Tou- 
qana told the Jordan Times in 
separate comments. “But I 
believe that tbe figures are 
quite healthy despite the de- 
cline.” 

Brokets said the uncertain- 
ty over the Middle East peace 
process, the roller-coaster 
course of the autonomy 
accord signed by Israel and 
the Palestine 'Liberation 
Organisation and foe ambi- 
guity that surrounded the 
economic cooperation accord 
signed by Jordan and the 
PLO were also part of the 
reasons behind the decline'.' 

The peace treaty signed by 
Jordan and Israel in October 
was too far into the year to 
make any dramatic changes 
in the market situation, the 
brokers said. .However, the. 
impact of foe peace .treaty Is 
expected to reflea on foe 


market this year, they said. 

According to Dr. Touqan, 
the market assumed a higher 
stability during 1994 ,'jwT in- 
ternal measures adopt*) by 
foe management also led to a 
better organisational struc- 
ture of market practices and 
dealings. 

Following are some of foe 
highlights of foe. annual re-- 
pon of the AFM: 

— The industrial sector 
accounted for JD 209.18 mil- 
lion, or 42.3 per centi-of foe 
annual turnover, followed by 
commercial banks with JD 
184.79 million, or 37.7 per 
cent, the services sector with 
JD 91.24 -mfltionr otl8-'4per 
cent, and insurance srodc 
•with JD 7-84 million} or, 1,6. 
per cent. 

— The: sector indices 
dosed at 157.8 points in the 
commercial* banks /sector 
.(down 6-4 points, or 3.9 per 
cent), the insurance sector ait 
138.2 points {d$wn 21:6; 
points or 13.5 per-cent}, in 
the industrial sector .at 128.1 
points, (down 26. J points, or 
■16.9 per cent) and in foe 
services sector at 131.4 
points, (down 123 points, or 
8.5 per cent). 

— Total market value 

(Continued '.-air., page 7) 



Marilyn Monroe 
to appear on 

U.S. stamps 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Silver screen legend Marilyn 
Monroe will grace the U.S. 
Postal System’s new st amp 

serittcommenKxratujg Holly- 
wood superstars. The final 
design will be unveiled 
Thursday at fo$ Planet Holly- 
wood Restaurant in New 
York, with Anna Strasbsrg, 
the director of the Lee Stras- 
bezg Theatre Institute, and 
Postmaster General Marvin 
Runyon officiating. The 





ature as .wei! as an image of 
Monroe that the post office 
says c ap t ur es “the explosive 
combination of talent mid 
vulnerable beamy, that can- 
tnmes to e nr ap t ur e America 
and -tire wond.” - Monroe, 
who is alleged to have had 
relationship s with President 
John Kennedy and his 
brother Robert, committed 
suicide in 1962. 

It may not be . 
Just another 
naked lady statue 

NEW YORK (R) — In the 
hmd of discovery that makes 
art would gasp, a leading ex- 
pert. has identified a small 
bronze figure of Cleopatra 
that goes on sale here next 
week as probably ajong-fost 
work of the great Fkneotine 
sculptor Benvenuto Ceffini. 
Sotheby’s auction house 
announced the discovery 
Thursday saying that the ex- 
pert, Dr. Peter MeHerof the 
Uuiv e iuty .of California at 
Santa Barbara, would be 
reexamining the work and 
’-* •-* re- 


1* 

Vr- 


in foe hopes of making 
a final determination. Thq 


tne of a node reclining 
Cleopatra hokfingan asp to 
her neck is' going an safe next 

Wednesday with the cata- 
logue attributin g it to an on- / : 
known Fremfo sculptor of the • 
nnd-16th centpiy from foe 
School of Fontainebleau. 
Cellini, a BSth-ceatmy artist, 
worked in France. If foe 
attribution is changed to. Cdr 
fini, wbcwe known surviving 
tCT l pt nr es number f ew er t h an 
15, the sculpture’s setting 
price could be 10 times or 
move above its ‘current esti- 
mate of between $25JXX> and 
$35,000, Sotheby’s said. 
According to Elizabeth Wit 
son, foe head of Sotheby's 
Department of Re naissan ce 
Sculpture, Dr. Meflar saw 
the work when it was on” 
display in California and re- 
called that an inventory of> 
CeUmx’s works compiled af- ” 
ter has death included both a- 
wax model of Cleopatra and- 
a bronze model. She said the ■ 
work was dose in style to •; 
other known Ceffim works. ; 

‘Frenchmen 
do it more 
than most* 

NEW YORK (R) — Ftench- 
men do it most, Poles doit 
rione more than most, Amer- 
icans like it done orally and . 
dans enjoy doing it in 
Thai’s what Playboy’s* 
international sex survey, 
found in 6,000 replies to . 
question na ires it sent out to- 
readers in 11 countries, the! 
said Wednesday. 


f 


i* 


magazine 
“The Frei 


French begin to fook/r 
like advertisements for the' 
erotic power of Evian water * - 
and Camembert,” an article . 
on die results of the survey 
said , “Mim e than a third df.' 
the Fr e n c hmen in the, survey 
said they have sex fouf to five . 
ti me s a week, and a fifth of 
than do it dafly.” Theifcaga-' 
zine said that in the srayey-to ; 
be published in its February _ 
1995 edition, readers were 
asked 62 questions abbot how ‘ 
and what they do during sex, : 
where and. with whom they 
do it and whefoerAIDS has " 
changed their behaviour. Re-' 
spouses from women varied 
ro.widdy^from country to 
country. The did 

not publish them for com- 
parison. Among sane of the 
revelations o* the survey 
Wereihat 17 per cent of men 
in foe , Netherlands say they * 
never r eceive oral sex, 48 per - * 
cent of men in the Czech . 
Republic have had extramar- ; 
ital affairs and 27 per cent of • 
Taiwanese expect sex on the 
first dare.* Playboy raid most _ 
men arc weaned about sex- ■ 
natty transmitted .diseases — 

90 per cent in Brazil, 81 per-., 
centm Ranee, 78>er cent in , 
Greece/. 75 per cent m foer 
United States and 70 per cent 
in Japan. But Poles, almost 
60 p er c ent of whan bad ^ 
been with only one partner in .■ 
the previous year, are feast ■ 
concerned about coutractirc 
a " sexually t ransmitted dro- 
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